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1. Tut graw of Cod our Saviour hatli in Saint 
these latler days appeared in Hib rwrvani Francis Pfwcis : 
unin all such M be truly humble, and lovers of Jf '^^5^"''' 
holy Poverty, who, ndoring the oTcrflowing mefcy 
of Gnd seen in him, arc taught by his cnsiiniplc to 
Vtirrly deny ungodliness and worldly lii«t» and to 
live After the ninnnct vf Christ, thirsting with un* 
wearied desire for the bleased hope. For God 
Most High regarded him, as one thar truly was 
poor und of a cuntrilc npirit, with so great con- 
descension of His favour as that not only did He 
ruiiic him u|i in his need frnm the dust of his 
worldly way of life, but also tnade him a true 
profcswtt, leader, and hcinid of Gunpe! perfection. 
Thus He gave him for a light unto betie^eri, that 
by bearing wiinesa of the light he might prepare 
fur the Lord the way of light and peace in the 
hearts of the faithlnal. For Francis, even as the 
morning star in the midfil of a cloud, shining with 
the bright beams of his life and teachbg, by hJa 
dazzling radiance led into the light cheni that sat 
in darkneas and in the shadow of death, and, Hke 
unto the rainbow giving light in the bright clouds, 
set foith in himself the seal of the Lord's covenant. 
He preached the gospel of peace and salvation 
unto men, hiraaelf nn Angel of the true peace, or- 
dained of Ctttd to follow in the lilcenens of the 
Foieruriii-r, that, |>reparijig in the desert the way 
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cF Miblimrst Poverty, he might prra^:!) rfju-iitancc 
by hie ensatnple and words nlike. For, firstly, he 
was endowed with the gifu of heavenly grace; 
nest, enriched by the merits of iriumj>liaTit virtiir ; 
(illed with the spirii of prophecy and appoiiiicil 
UOtn angelic minidtrie* ; ihercaftcr, whoUy act i.ra 
lire hy ihc kindling of the Seraph, and, like the 
prophel, biirne aloft in a chaiiol of fire j where- 
fore it is reasonably pmven, and clearly appurcnt 
from thr vitnesa of his whole life, that he came in k 
the >pirit nnd power of F.liiie. H 

In like wi§e, he is thoiiglii to be not unmettly 
set forth in ihe true prophecy of thai oiber ftictid 
of the (iTndegroom, the Apontlc and liiangelist 
John, under the gimilitude of the Angel ascending 
from the sunrieiDg and bearing the seal of the 
Living God. For at the opening of the sixth sea], 
I WW, saith John in the Apocalyphe, another 
Angel ascending from the siinrising »nd hearing the 
seal of the Livitij^ Cod. 

I, Now that this Ange] was indeed that mes- 
nenj^er of God, betoved of Christ, our enflnm]i1c 
antl (he world** wonder, Francis, the nervant <if 1 
God, we may with fiill assurance conclude, when 
we ennsider the heights of lofty iiainttine»» where- 
■intu he attained, and whereby, living among men, 
he WflF an imitalor of the purity of ihc Angels, and 
w.it alio Kt an an ensaniple unto them that do 
l-erfeiitly follow after Chiiit, That ihia belief 
Nlioold be faithfully and devoutly held we are con- 
linced by the vocation that he shewed tg call to 
wcrping and to mourning, and to lialdneM, and to 
gitdmg with wickcloth, and to set a mark upon 
the furcbead* ol the men that nigh and that cry, 
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by the sign of his penitent's Ctosa and lubii The 
fashioned like unto a Cross. Moreover, it ia 'jf^'?'' 
Ilirtlict coofirmed, with unanswerable witDCB« unto " ^"f" 
its iruih, by tbc seal of the likcresn of the Living 
Olid, to wit, of Christ CruciSed, the which was 
imprinted on his liody, oot by the power of 
nature or the okill uf art, but rather by the marvel- 
lou* might of the Spirit of the Living God. 

3. Feeling myself unwurthy and tiiMiliicicnt to 

rclxte the lifr most worthy of iill iniiluliun of ibia 

must venerable man, i should have ia nO wise 

atlrnipted it, had not ihi- glowing love of the 

Brethren moved me ihctcunto, and the unanimous 

importunity fif the Chapter General incited me, 

and that devotion compelled me, which I am 

bouin! to ftrel for out holy Father. For I, who 

remember &a tliough it lia[ipetied hut yesterday 

how I was Enatched from the jaws of death, while 

ji't B child, by hia invocation and tucriis, should 

I fejr to be convii'ted of the sin of ingrititudc did I 

rvfrain from publishing his praieci. And this wau 

with mc the chief niolive for unJcriaking this 

tiuk, to wit, that I, who own my life of body and 

mind to have been preserved unto me by God 

thiuugh hia means, and lia^e proved his power in 

mine own person, and knew the lirtuee ot his life, 

I might coilecC a.i best I cuuld, albeit I could not 

I fijllyi his deeds ant! wo r da, ^fragments, as it 

were, overlooked in part, in port scattered, — that 

I they might not Ix- utterly lost on the deitth of 

1 those thai lived with the ocrvant of God. 

I 4. Accordingly, that the tnie atory of hta life 

I mifjhl be handed down unto poolerity by me the 

I niofp nKMirtdly and dearly, I Ix-iuuk inc unio ihc 
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turn pkctr of tuH birth, and ilicr« did hold diliRtmt co 
t thi< iiTBi; with hill familiar frienilt thai wcce yd living,. 
1^1? tciucfaioK the nianucT of life of ihc lioly man and. 
hi« pngdtng away ; and with thooc in p^cciil that. 
wtTi- well aci^uabttd with his holincan, nnd wefc 
his chirf followers, who may bi- implii:itly liclifit-d 
Wy renso-n of their wvU-lcDown truthfulness and 
ap|>ruv«l uprightni-ss. But in relating the things 
lh.it througli His GcTViini Gud vouchsafed to 
work, 1 dtwnicd it btsE to ehuo all fantastic orn 
aients of style, forasmuch an that thf dtvotior o; 
ihc- reader incrcaBfih more by a winjili- than by as] 
ornate spepch. Nor hare 1 nJwaya woven to- 
gC'tliet the history according unto chronuloj^y, 
iliai i might aroid confuuion, but 1 rather cn^ 
deavoured lo prcnerve a more coherent order. 
Betting down sometimes facts of divers kiiid« that' 
bi'lung unto the same period, eonietinits factn of 
the aanie kin<l that belong unto divers periods, a* 
they Bcrnied btai lo fit in together. 

S. Now the beginning of the life of Franci'^ 
its course, and itu conBummntiun, are divided into 
fLftcen chupicrx, as act down below, and thu^wiw 
described. 

The first treateth of his mnnncr of life in the 
sccutnr state. 1 

The second, of his perfect conversion unio 
God( and of the repairing of the three 
chutchci. 

The third, of the founding of hid Religion^ 
and sanction of the Rule. 

The fourth, of the advancejuent of the Order 
under his hand, aod of the confirmation of the 
Rtile already innctioncd. 
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Tl»: fifth, of the austcnty of his lifr, and of The 
how all eu'Wteii thin^.n aHiirdt-d him coiufitrt. ChftpKrs 

Thv iixili, of his humility and olK-didicc, and 
of the divine coDdmcctisions ahcwo umo him u 
will. 

Tht seventh, of bin l-ovc for Pi«'cny, and of 
the wundruus gupplyini; of hh Dveda. 

Thv I'ighth, of die kindly impulses of his 
piMV, and of h'JW the iri'sturtra la-cking under- 
standing sccim-d to be made uubject unto him. 

The ninth, of his ardent lost, and yeiimirig 
for iiiartyrdoiii. 

The tenth, of his zai\ and cAicncy in prayer. 

The eleventh, ot his underBtandirg of the 
Scri|iturts, und of his spirit uf propheey. 

The twelfth, of the eilicBcy of his preaching, 
and of his gift of healing. 

Thf ihirccfnch, of the sacred Biignmia. 

The fotirtecnih, of his sufTcriniiB and death. 

The fifteenth, of hi.i cunoniintion, and the 
irandution of hia body. 

Tliertafler i« ndded some account of the 
niiraclea shewn atier hit blenaed departure. 



HERE BEGINNETH THE LIFE OP 
THE blessed; rRANCIS 
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CHAPTER 'r 

or HIS MANMER OF IIPE IN THE' fEClILAR STATE 

1. Theke was » man ia the Qit-foF Atisbi, by Saint 
name Francis, whoac memory is blcRscd, for tltat Francis 
God, grnciously preventing him with the Hessing* *" y*"* 
of goodnMii, (Iclivi'ix^d tiini in Hi., mercy Irom 
ihc perils of ihis present life, and ' abnndantly 
filled him with the gifts of heavenly g:icc. Kor, 
albeit in hm youtii he was reared in vumty amid 
the vain sons ot men, and, afiet gaining »iin.ic 
knaw ledge uf Icttcru, was ajijiointrd wto a 
profitable bUBineBH of iiierchandine, never^hek'Mi, 
by the Hid of the divine protection, he yent 
(lol astray among tlic MBanK.n youths aficf 'tlie 
lusts of the flesh, albeit given up unto pleasures ; 
nor among the covetous merchants, aibeit intent 
[in hi« gains, did lie put hi* truM in money 
aiid treasure. For there was divinely iiiiplatitpd 
ID the heart of the young Francia a certain 
generous contpasnion toward the poor, the which, 
growing up with hira from infancy, had «o 
lijled hiit heart with kindliness that, when he canie 
lo be no iHeal- hearer ut the OuHpet, lie wan 
minded to give unto all that askcti of him, vo. 
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Jis alms- especial if ihcy pleaded the love of God. But 
gi?ingon-ce on u riirie, when he had been bualeil with 
the CLire« of hia trading, and, contrary unto his 
wont, h»d sent cmj}ty .iwuy a certain beggar who 
besought an alms fut the love of God, ht forth- 
with, returning unto hin [litiful mind, ran after 
him, and bestowi'd alms in merciful wise upon 
him ! promising unto the Lord God that thence- 
fijrwurd he wuald never, whili- he could, rciufte 
any that asked of hini, jiltading the love of Godi 
And thi.') praniisf with unwearied goodness he 
did oliaiTve uhill his dcatb, thereby winning 
abundant inctrase of the love and grace of Goil. 
For he was Wfint to sny in after time, when he 
h.id perfectly put on Chrial, that, even while he 
was ID the fiecular stBtc, he could scarce ever 
hf:ar v/i>t^ telling of the love of God, and 
remain ujiRioved in heucl. Aasufedly the charm 
ot hia : }j(-ntlcnrs» and his courtly bearing, his 
■ubmifjiiivcnea.'t and docility surpassing men's 
wont, his ojien-lisnded largesse even beyond 
hifl mrims, were all clear loken/i of the fuir 
du)>dcLtIon of the yoath, and leenied to be n 
piMage of the abuiidnncc of divine blessing iliat 
ahould thereafter be poured out more richly upon 
him. 

A ccll.nin citizen of Ashisi, a ainipleiim a;i 
wan belirvtd, yet one titught of God, whcnsocvi-r 
he mot Krancis going ihroup.h the city, would doff 
hin clraak and sprenil the garment In-forc his feci, 
deciiiriiig ilwi (•rancifi wan worthy of all honour, 
aa one that should i-re long do mighty deeds, am! 
WM on this account to be (ptcndidly honoured by 
lie f;iilhfu!. 
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i. But as yci l-iancia knew not the intent of tjid 
Cud concerning him, forasmuch as he was both courtesy 
ilrnAvn awny anui exteninl things by hie Tjuher's 
calling, and weighed down toward earthly things 
by the corruption inborn in our nature, and hnd 

not ycC le.imcd tu contemphitc hf.nvcnly things, ^m 

not accustomed hirauclfco taHic of divine. And, ^M 

because the infliction uf tribulation giv<^ih under- ^M 

ILiinding untu the npirit, the hand of the Lord was ^H 

ui>on him and tlic changi'st of the right hand of ilie ^M 

iJioit High, ull^icttiig his body with protructeil ^H 

nickness, that net He might prejiiirc hii soul tiir the ^H 

aiiuiniitig iff the Holy S[iirit. Now when he had ^M 

Tf/fiiatA Wis bodily etrengtJt, and had ntade ready ^H 

for himself in his wonted faiihion tncet. apparel, he ^H 

met a certain so!dier, of odbk birth, but pour aod ^H 

ill-ctnd ; whtteupon, compassiunating hia poverty, ^H 

with a kindly impiJse he forthwith did otT his ^H 

^arnicntK and put them an him, thus in one act ^H 

fulfilling u twofold minintry of kindliness, inso- ^H 

much as he hath covered the shame of a noble ^H 

knight, and relieved the desiiturioii of ^ puor nia.n. ^H 

^. Now on the night following, when he had ^H 

yielded himself unto sleep, the di>'iiie mercy ^H 

ithewcd him a fun and great pal;tce, togelhet with ^H 

military aeuoutn-nieDls adorned with the sign ol ^H 

the Cruas of Christ, thun setting forth untu hlni ^H 

that the mercy lie had jhewn, iinio the poor soldier ^| 

f'lr the love uf du- ICing Moat High was to be ^H 

recvit)penued by thii peerless reward. Accord- ^H 

ing]yi whet) he enquired whose were these thin)>a, ^H 

answer was niade him by a divine dvclurjtion that ^H 

they nil were bt9 own and bis actdicre'. Then, ^H 

WJkifig at early mam, —since he had not yet prac- ^H 
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tti. and in hi» cxcrnlirg fcrmuf waa wholly nbaorbtd 
■*h in God, ihMc appeared ataa him Chrisi .It-siu. Jn 
™ (he ItkmcBs of One Ctucificd. Beholding Him, 
hill siiiil was mchtil within himj and ao deeply 
waa ihc remembrance of Chrim'.^ Passion ira- 

tirintcd inwardly on hit hcnrt thai from thnc 
lour, whetiKwcvcr lie retailed the Crucifixion of 
Cbrisi, he could scarce relraia froni tears »iiii * 

from groaninj; aloud ; eipn ns he himielf in after 
time tfild hiu fritiulB, when he was drawing nigh 
hi« end. For in aouth by this vision the man of 
God imdcrntood tliBt CoEpr! Esying to be 
•ddicssed unto him: "If thou wilt come after 
Mc, deny thyself, and take up thy crOM, and 
follow Me." 

6. From that time forth, ht put on ihc Mjiirit of 
poverty, the fi,-eling of humility, and the love of 
inwafd godliness. For wherenH aiorctinic not 
only the coni])any, hut c\en the tlistani si^ht, 
ol l(f|)«B hail inspired hirti with violt-nt loulhieig, 
nww, for the sake of CUiisi Crucilied, — Who, uaith 
ihc projihcl, appeared despised, and m.irrni as a 
leper, — and that he might fully \niiijui»h sell, he 
would rrndcr unto the lej>e(» huinbk- and kindly 
wrvicM in his benevolent goodness. For he 
wciuld often vinit their dwellings, and beitow 
aim* upon them with a bnunliful hand, and with 
a deep imi-ulne of pity would kies iheir h.indii and 
facen. Unto pour folk that bcggt-d o( him, he 
was fain to (-ivc not his goudd alom.-, but his very 
uelf, ar time* (tripping off his garment", at liiDei 
tearing or futiing them, to bestow upon ihtm, whi^n 
he had navght else at hand. Piiur pricate, more- 
gvn, he wuuld succour reverently and pioutlyi 
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more especially with nrn.imcnu fi'i the alut, and with 
' whereby he boih becime a sharer in the divine beffgari 
worship, nnd sujijilied the needs of the worsJiJppero. 
Now abnut itis lime he waa visiting, with 
devnul rPVprPDce, the nhrine of the Apostlf Peter, 
' and beheld a host of beggars before ihe doors 
' of the church ; thcteii|)on, cortatrained in part by 
' gmtle piety, in part ltd by the Jove of poverty, 
he bestowed his own garments on one of the 
nccfliesi, and, clad in his raga, passed that day in 
the midst of the beggars, with unwonted gbdneiig 
of opirit I that so, despising worldly rt-pute, he 
might attain by gradual atcps unto Gospel per- 
fection. He kept right Btriot wflti!li over ihc 
. nortdication of the llcsh, th;ii he might bear the 
jCtoas of Christ, the which he bore inwardly in 
heart, outwardly alco in his body. So all 
ihingB were wrou(;Iit by the man of God, 
ancis. ere yt-l he hnd separated himscEf from 
the world in habit or way of life. 
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Hij renrECT coNtsRSKiM tiniTo GOD, ma or 

THE BETAtRIKa OF THE TUItEE CHUIlCltEiS 

I to 1. FiiHAiMtiCH at ihc scnant of ihe Most 
St. Hi^h liad notip to instruct hini in this -way 
"*" cxofpt Chriil, His nietcy wai now further vouch- 
safea unto him Id vLnitaiionii of His 5W(>ci grace. 
For on a ccnitin div, when he had gone funli ta 
nicdiiatr in the fitida, he wns walking nigh th« 
church of Snini Dainian, which from its Mt- 
cccding great age was [hrcutrtiing to fall, and, ai 
thf prompting of the Spirit, went within to pray. 
Prom rating hJmaclf before an Image of the 
CnjcHicd, he was filled with no small consoliiiion 
of jtpirit AH he pr.iycd. And as with eyes full of 
tears he gated upon the Lord's Croas, he hewid 
with hia bodily ears a Voice piaceediag from that 
Crnuji, «aying thrice : " Francie, go and repair My 
House, which, as thou seent, ta falling utterly into ^ 
ruin." Francis ircmliied, being alone in ihc i 
church, and wne aatonied at the nound of such | 
n wondrous Voice, and, perccivinjj in Kin heart / 
Ihc might of the divine .speech, wiis carried out 
of himself in ecstasy. When at length he came 
untu htmnelf agoin, he prcpiired to ohey, and 
deleted himself wholly unto the behcsi to repai 
the material church j howbwt, the principal inter 
of the mea&age had ref(sid unto that Chutci 
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which Christ had jiarchased with His own blood, he selleth 
twn M the Holy Sjiirit laiiglit him, and as he Ws g-oods 
hinitcif aflCTward rcvealcti unto the Jlrethren. 

Accordingly he rose up, and, foitifying hinisdf 
with the sign of the Cr™s, he j]ut (ogetKer elolh 
itufffi tot Bsle, and haHtcncrd imlo thr city that is 
called Foligno, und there sold the goods [hal he 
had brought and the horse whereon he had 
ridden. Then tliis joyful merchant, put ling 
together bin gainR, departed on hia rnurn fur 
Assist, and (here did reverently enter the church 
concerning whohe re] j sir he had rtctived the 
command. Finding there a poor priest, he 
shewed hull due reverence, and proffered him 
the money for [he repair of the church, and the 
u.sc of the poo(, humbly petilioniog that lie 
would permit him to sojonrn with him ibr a. 
dine. The prie»t granted hitn to sojourn there, 
Mit, for fc.ir of hi« parents, refused the money, 
whereupon that true despiser of monies threw it 
un a window-ledge, valuing it do more than duat 
thai is Tnxlden under foot. 

a. Bui when hia father learnt that the servant 
of Cod wai tarrying witli the priest aforesaid, he 
was sore vexed in spirit, and run unto the ])lace. 
And Franein, being yet but a newly-recniiled 
aoldier of Clitist, when he henid the threats of 
ihcm that pursued him, and knew beforehand <if 
their coming, wm fain to give place unto wr:ifh, 
and hid htniaelf in a certain secret pic ; theccin 
foi some days he l:iy conce.-Jrd, bcsrecliing the 
LiOrd without ceasing, and with fltMids of tears, 
that He would deliver his soul fro'ni the hands of 
dwm that pursued him, and would by Hit graciouit 
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wrath 



His favour fullil ilie lioiy piirjiij.i's whcrcwJlh He hod 
father's ionpircd him. Then, lilled with iui overliBwing 
joy, he btgan lo blanie himseli for hie cravm 
slolh, and, leaving hia hiding-jibcc, and casting 
aside hia fear, he look his way toward (iw city of 
Assiai. But when rhe lowndolk Iwhpld him 
untcrapt in npgicnrnncc, and chan^t-d in mind, and 
*;n this Bccount deemed him to hnic li)sl his stnscs, 
they rushed upnn him with mud of ihp ulreets and 
stores, and m<Kked him with Iciud shouts as a fool 
and madman. Uut the svn'ant of the Lordi act 
moved or overbomt by any insults, jiassed throiigli 
all as one deaf unld ihi'm. When hm (ather heard 
these ouicrieSt he ran out at one?, not lo dclirer 
liini, hut rather to desttny him ; laying aside all 
coiiijiiinction, he dragged hiiii into the house, and 
tlicie afliivlcd him first with words, then with 
htfi|)es and bonds. liui Francis was ihcceby 
rendered but the more eager and valiant lo ciirry 
out ihiit which he had begun, remenihciing that 
saying of the Gospel : " BiesKed are they which 
are pcrnecuted for righlfousncaa' sake : for theiia ig 
the kingdom of heaven." 

J, After a little space, on his father's d«^anure 
from the country, hin mothef, — who mislikcd h« 
husband's dealingn, and deemed it bouekas to 
loften the unyiddinp, constancy of hpr son, — freed 
him fiom his bonds, and let him go forth. Then 
he, giving thankn unto the Lord Almighty, r»^ 
turned unto the [dace where he liiid been rfore. 
When hit father reiurneJ, snd found him not in 
the house, hc«[Jinjr reproaches on his wife, he ran 
in fury unto that [ihce, intending, if he could not 
bring hini kitl;, at Icaut to drive bin) from ths 
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jifovince. But Francis, strrngthcned of God, of Before 
his own accord came forth to meet his raging the 
fclhcr, crying aloud iLiat he cared raught for his "'•"*? 
bonds and niripeB, yea more, protrating that he 
would gladly endure all hardahipa for tht- sake of 
Christ. Accotdingly, when his faihct saw that 
he could not bring him tmck, he turned hi* 
thoughts unto the recovery of the money, the 
which, when he had at length fovind it on the 
wiriiow-lcdge, somewhat soothed his rage, the 
thirsl of avarice being relieved, as it were, by a. 
draught of money. 
4, Then this father according unto the tlc*h 

uraii fain to take thiii son of grace, now slri|>|>cd 
of his wealth, before the Bishop of the city, that 
iniLi hia bands he mighl resign his daim unio hii 
fether'a inheritance, and render up all thai h:id 
been his. This that true lover of poverty shewed 
himself right ready to do, and coming into the 
Binhoii's presence, he brooked no delays, be was 
kqjl back of none, tarried for no 6|jeech, nor sjiake 
hintsclf, but at once did off all his garments, and 
restored ihetn unto his father. Then was ihe 
man of God seen to ha\c a ha^irshirt next bvi 
nVin muler his rich apparel. Yea nioie, as one 
drunk with wondrous fervour of spirit, he threw 
abide even his breeches, and stood up naked in 
the preeence of all, aaying unto his lather : 
" Hilherto I have called ihec my father on earth, 
but henceforth I can confidenily say 'Our Father, 
Whith art in heaven," with Whom 1 have laid up 
my whole treasure, and on Whom t have set niy 
whole tiTiBl and hope." The Bishou, seeing this, 
and marvelling st rach exceeding rervour in the 
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He is man of God, rose fortbnich, and, wcc-ping, pul 
attiu:Iied his arms round him; then, dpiout and kindly 



by 

robbers 



rtinn its hp wiH, coriTcil him with the cloak 
wherewith he liimwrif was clad, bidding his ser- 
vants give him eomcthing to cloihe his limb* withal, 
and there vnui lirfiiight unto him a mean and rou^h 
tunie of a farni-servanl of the Pishop. This 
Prancis gl:idly received, and with his own hand 
niarlteii it ivilh the sign of thf Cross, with a piece 
rif chalk that he chanced U]joei, thus making it a 
garmcnl mwl for a man ciucified, poor, and hjilf 
naked. Thus, then, the servant of the Most High 
King wai left despoiled, that he might follow the 
Lord Whom he loved, Whf> had bwn despoiled 
Rnd ciiicilicd j thus he was fonilied with the 
Cross, that he mighl cntruM hi* «.oijl milo that 
wood tif s[[lv3tton, that uhould bring him forth un- 
(»thed from the shijiwrcck of the world. 

;. Thereafter, this dcapiser of the world* 
loosed from the bonds of worldly desires, left the 
city, and, glnd ard free, sought an hidden solitude 
where he niixht hc;irkcn in lonflincBB and eilcnee 
unto the hid treasures of the divine converse. 
And while the rnanof God, Francis, was nial.ing 
hill way through a certain wwid, chaining priiiws 
unto the Lord in the I-'rench tongite, and rejoicing, 
it dinnecH that some rohher* rushed out on hint 
from their hiding-iilaecs. With tierce mien they 
asked the man of God who he was, and lie, full 
■if confidence, garc a prniphctic answer, uiying j 
" I am a herald of the ^rcai King." Then 
they fell iip&n him, and cast him Into a ditch fidi 
of mow, crying: " l,ic there, I'lut, thou herald 
of God ! " But lie, on tiirir departure, climbed 
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out of ihc ditch, and, uplifted with cxcccdini; 
gljiditMS, with yet louiler voice begar ta niakc the 
woods echo with pmiseg uniD the Creator of all. 

6, Whcnhc came imioaneighbotiringmonaswry, 
he asked an klnu as a beggar, an<l rfteival it a^ 
one unrecogaiBcd and deajiised- Departing thence, 
he came unio Gubbio, where he was recognited 
and cDtcrtained liy a iiiend of former days, and 
waa clad by him with a poor tunic, such as 
became the little jioor one of Chriei. 

Thence that lover of uttcrem hiitiiility betook 
himnelf \mw the Iqiere, and abode among tlicni, 
with all diligence f«rvin2 dii^nj all ihi tlie 
love of God. He would bathe their Icel, and 
bind up their sores, drawit^g forth liie corrupt 
matter from tlieir wounda, and wiping away the 
blood; yea, in hk nisrvclloue dcvolioii, he would 
even kiss their iilceruied woundu, he ihdi was 
noon to be a Gowpel phyaician. Wherefua- he 
obtained from the Lord «uch power ivt that 
be received a marvellous cliicncy in cnarveLluualy 
cleimdng buth uoiil and bcidy from disease. I 
will relate one instancx: out ul many, whereby 
the tame of the man of Gi>d was afierwunl 
bruited abroad. 

A la&n in the county of Spolelo hud hU jnuuth 
and ]aw eaten away by the ravages of a luathxaine 
diHcase, and reccLved no auecour from any remedy 
uf the physicians. It chanced that, after visitirg 
the flhrines of the holy ApoBtlcfl to implore ihcir 
tncrils, he was returning from hi. pilgrimage, and 
met the servant of Gud. When out of devuiiun 
he was fain to k.iss his footprints, t''raiii.ia in hia 
humility would not brook it, bitt kicK'd on the 
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He te- niouih him ihai hud Ixtn tain lo kiss his feet. 
jAJrctli |,i> as in his wundrous goodnMS the servant of 



three 
urches 



ihir !c|K;fri, Francis, toucKpd that loathaome so 
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ivilli tiis huiy liys, th'C dlaesMr utterly vaniehcdfl 
and the sick man at once regained his longed-fo 
health. I know nol which of these twain iii the' 
niore rightly to be maivdled at, the depth of 
humility in Buch a gracious embrace, or ihq^ 
excellence of power in auch an asttriunding^P 
miracle. 

7, Frnncis, now Btablished in the hwmility of 
Christ, recalled unto niitid the obedience laid 
uimn him by the CnLcifix n» to the rcjiairing of 
the church of Snint Damian, and like one truira 
olx-idienl returned unto A^aisi, that he might, \Fm 
even by begging, oblRin means lo acconipiish the 
divine behest. Laying aside all ahamefasineas for 
the love of the Poor Man Ciucified, he wen' 
about begging from those who had known him in 
hia nliHuciice, bcnrlng the loaili of stones on hifl 
frail body, worn with fasting. When the church 
at'oreaaid had been repaired, the I^ord helping 
hint, and the dcvi^lion of the citizens cuniing 
unto his aid,— that hia body after lis toil might 
not relax in sEoth, he turned to repair the 
church of Saint Peter, at some distance from the 
city, by reuion of the esjiccinl drvcjtion tliat in 
the purity of his candid fiiith lie had for the 
Prince of (he Apoatles. 

8. When this church too was nt length finished, 
be ciime unit) the place that is called The Little 
Portion, wliereiii a church had been reared in 
days of old in honour of the most Blesacd Virgin, 
Mother of Gud, but which was then deserted and 
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cored tlir by uooc When the nun uT Cod St. BCur 

lieheld it thiu abandoned, by rnuon of tlie ankfM ?'^^ 

dcvotiun (hat Iwr had lowira ihc Soitrcign Ladj" ^S^ 

of the world, he louk up hb abode Uierc. that be 

might diligently hbour to KjMiir it. Perceii-ing 

that Angirls ofttinXTt (luted it, — ai;ci>Tdiiig ubBO 

the name of that church, ihu from old thnc vai 

Cftllc-d Saint Maty of the Angels, — he abode then 

by ri-ascin of hit revcrcnoc for the Angels, and 

hii especial lo>e for the Mother of Christ. Thu 

pl»ce the holy man lov«d bcfnn^ all other pittccs 

in the world ; for herL- he liegan in humility, Kcr* 

lie made progress iu liriue, hi-te he ended in 

happiness, and, dying, commended it urlo the 

Birthren as a piacc tiioat beiored of the Virgin. 

Concerning this [ilace a certain devout Brother, 

before his con»er~ion, beheld a vision right worthy 

to be recounted. He beheld a countless hoit of 

men stricken with blindmi'jj, wiib tUeii faces up- 

lilifd unto heaven, on Liended knt*s, encircling 

thiu L-hurch, and they all, jtj-ctching out their 

hands op high, cried unto God with tears, 

beiieeching His mercy and tiglil. And lo, there 

came a great radiance from he.ivcn, illumining all, 

and this gave light unto each one of ihcni, and 

grantcil the lunged-for salvation. This i« ihc place 

wherein the Order of Brothcm Minor wbh li-gun 

by Saint Francis according unto the impulse of the 

divine rtvelution. For at the bidding of ihc divine 

providence, by the which the Bervunt of Chdai 

tout )>uidcd in all things, he built three material 

chuiehm bclure thai, instituting the Order, he 

prrjiched the Gobjic! ; thus not only <lid he maki- 

progress in orii«rMt course froni ihinp.fl pcrcrii-cd 
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The by the bcdscs unto thitifis jH--fcdved by (he under- 
Church gtiinding, and from leescr things unto greater, but 
renewed j^^, ^jy ^j^^j prcSgunp in mystic wise I'y his 

iiiiitvxial luU;ui'9 thv work that ahould bv wcoughf 
thpfrafiw. For, like the thrice-repeated repairing 
nf the nMi1cri:il fabric, the Church, under che 
guidance of the holy maa, was tu be r^aewc'd in 
threefold wise, according unto the pattiTti given 
by him, and the RiJe, and teaching of Christ ( 
and a triple army of nucL as should be saved was 
to bt' triuniiihani, even as we now perceive to be 
fuliillcd. 



CHAPTER III 



OF THE roUHOINO OF HIS RELIGION, AND KAKCTlOH 

OF TME RULE 

I. Now Fninciii, ihe sifrvant uf GuJ, ubidtng 
fti the chiircli of the Virgin Motlicr of God, 
with continuoiin uighing besought hvi that had 
conceived tin; Word full of grace and truth chat 
shf would deign to become his advuciite ; and, by 
the merits pf the Mothcc of Mercj, he did him- 
Bclf conceive and give birth unto the spirit of 
Oonpcl truth. For while on s dny he was devoutly 
heariog the Maes uf the Apgalles, that GoHuel 
wat read aloud wliecein Christ gave nnia His 
di»cip]ea that were sent fnnh to prracli the 
Goopel jiatiern for their tifc, to wit, that they 
thuuld possess neither gold, nor silver, nor money 
in their purses, nor scri]! for their journey, neither 
two ooats, neither shoes, nur yet staves. Hearing 
this, and understanding it, :ind committing it unco 
memory, the lover of A|>08to!ic poverty waa at 
once filled with joy unspeak.ible. "Thia," soith 
lie, ** h what I deiiire, yea, this t« what I long for 
with niy whole heart." Forthwith he loosed his 
fthoes from off his feet, laid down his atatl^ cast 
aside his pursie and hiti money, conccntml him with 
one scanty tunic, and, throwing aside his belt, took 
a rope fur girdle, ajiptying nil the carr of his heart 
to discover how beat be might fullil that wlncb he 
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By his 'tad htatd, and conform himself in all things MtM 

life and tlie rule of Ajiostolic j^odlinwis. 

xacning ^ From ihts time forwuitl, thi- aian of Gad 
began, by divine impulse, lu lieaiinf a ji-nlaus 
imilalur of Goajiel pun-tty and to invite oclitrs 
unto penitence. His words were not empty, no 
meet for laughter, but full of the might of tl; 
Holy Spirit, penrtrating the heatt's core, and smit 
irg all thai liejirj them with mighty amaie. 
all his |i reaching, he would bring tidings of peace, 
Myitis = "The l.oid give you peace," and thus he 
WOuM greet the folk at the liegiiming ol his di« 
couriica. This greeting he had learnt by revdntiu 
from the Lord, even as he hiiHself did ailcrwar 
testify. Wliencc it befcU, according unto th 
prophei's worda, that he — himsell' inspired by the 
Bjiirii of the prophets— Iroiiglu tidings of pt-ace^ 
and preached salvatioii, :^nA by salutary admontfl^ 
lions ullied tnuny unto the true peace nhu albie-' 
time were at enmity with ChrJBt, far from 
lalvaiion. ^h 

3. Accordingly* ao many remarked iu tlic miti^H 
of God alike the inith of his simple teacliing and 
ot hi.i life, certain of tbeni began by bis ensHniple 
lu turn their thuughtii urito jienitieiici:, and, rcnuun- 
ciiig all, lu join tlu-mtielves unto him in habit and 
life. Tile iifat iif tht-st" wa* that hoinnir-wofihy 
man, Bttiiard, who, being niude a partakei in the 
divine calling, earned the title ol" the firKtliom !k>n 
of the blcHEed F''aiher, Imih by ln-io); lirsl in time, 
and by bt-ing of an ci.penJil htilineri*. For he, 
having j)roved the saintlinens of the .■.ervani of 
Christ, wai iitindnl after his ensoniple to utterly 
despise the world, and souj'.hi counsel from him 
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how he might acccmipliiii diis. Hearing this, the he 
wrvant of God was filled with ccnsolstion by winneth 
rcaaon of Iiia limt offspring conceived of the Holy *■'*'"" 
Spirit, " I'tam God," sailh he, " behoveth us' 
wek this eoTinSfi." Forthwith, when it wm 
nioi'iiing, ihcy cnteri-d into the church of SaJot 
Nicholas, ind, h.tviiig first prayed, Francis, the 
wiifdhipper of the Trinity, did ihrice njjcn tht- 
book, of ihe Gosptls, seeking by a threefold 
witneflB from God to atrcnglhtn the holy purpose 
of Bernard. In the fiiet -ojiening of the book wm 
discovered that Biiying ; " If thou wilt he perfircl, 
go and sell that thovi hnat, and give to the poor." 
In the itecond : "'I'.ike nothing for yoiir journey." 
And in the third : " If any mnn will cunirc after 
Me, let him itcny himselt; and lake up his cross, 
and follow Mc." "Thi«," saith the holy man, 
"ia our iife and Rule, and that of all that nhaii be 
niioded lo join our fcllowahlp. Do thou go, then, 
if thou will be [>i-rfect, and fulfil that which thou 
hast htrard." 

4. Not lorg after, five mxti were called by the 
sflmiT Spirit, and t! lu^: the sons of Francis numbered 
six ( tlii- third place among them fell unto tht 
holy Father GiJeii, a man verily lilled with God 
and worthy to be fnnii'd in renit-mbfance. For 
lie bei.:nnif afterwaid noted for the practice of 
lofiy virtues, even as the servant of the Lord had 
foretold concerning hJm, and, albeit he was 
igi)or:int and limple, lie was exalted uoto the peak 
of sublime comemplation. l-'or while for a long 
space of time he was ccinlinunusly ahaorSed in 
uplifting of the hvart untu Ood, he was so often 
snatched uj: unto Him in ecslasips,— even 3§ I 
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/ision of aiyixK tn-lit'ld with die wUuesH o( mint' own ryes, 
3ilveBter — ^ that he might be docmcd to live amoDg mcil^ 
an nngclie rnthcr ih.-in k niortal life. ^^ 

5. Moreover, about that sanie time, a cpitai^^ 
. priesi of the tiiy of Assisi, ailvcstw by name, 

B man uF bonournbic lifr, received of the Lord ^■■ 
vision not to bo paiwd over in silence For Bine 
in his linite judgemeni, he bad Icwjlied askunce 
the manner of" life of rrantlii and his Drctlire 
he wa? visited, — lest he should be inijjcrillcd by 
his rasii verdict, — by the regard of the heavenly 
graoe. Fur in a dri.-aiii Ke beheld the whale city 
of Assisi hesei by a great, dragon, whose huge 
bulk sccuifd to threati^n all ihc countryside with 
destruction. Then lie saw a Cross of gold pro- 
cet-ding out of die mouih of Francis, the toji 
whereof iLiuclitd heaven, and hs arms iiutst fetched 
M ihe side seemed to reach unto die cndu uf the 

. world, and at ili^ glittering aspect thnt foul und 
loathly druj^on waa utterly put to llij^ht. When 

'this had l«en thrice shewn unto hint, he deemed iL 
a divine portent, nnd related it in order unto the 
man of God and hiN Drctliren ; and no long timt; 
tlittroFter he lofl the world, and chivu so constantly 
unto the fiwtatepK of Christ as that his life in the 
Order rendered true the vision that he had received 
while yet in the world. 

6. Whtn this vision was related unto him, the 
man of God was not pufTcd up with the giaryinK 
of men, but, recogniuing the goodneis of Goil in 

bihff favours shewn unto him, he v/as the jiioii' 
keenly incited to rtijitl the craft of the ancient 
^tfneniy, and to preach the glory of the Cronn oi 
Chri^!. Now on a day, while in a certain l9Dc^ 
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place he was biitcrly bewailing the renietnbrancc The 

of past years, the joy of the Holy Spirit canic Bfcttiten ' 

upon him, and he wis aisured of the full re-mission **"' ^^h * 

of all his olfoicei. Then, earrietl nut of himself, 

nn-d wholly wtajit inlo s niafvpllouB light, the 

horizons of hia mind were ftibrgcil, and he clcnrly 

beheld the fiiturc story of hiniwlf and of his sone. 

Itcliimiit^ after ihis unto the Brethren, " Be con- 

Boltd," »aith lie, " my dear rat, and rejoice in the 

Lord, and be not sad fiir that ye be frw in number, 

not let my simjileticas nor yo-ur own makp you 

nfearedt for thp Lord bath verily shewn nic tliat 

God will cauKe tin to waj[ into a gtvat hiibt, and 

will enlarge us in manifold wine with the grace of 

His bleseing." 

7. Whereas abciut this time another goiid itisn 
did enter the Religion, the blesBpd family of the 
man of God reached the number of seven. 
Then the holy Father caJled all his sons unto 
him and lold iheni many things cO'DCcming the 
Kingdom of God, the contempt of the world, the 
MCriliee of their own wills and the chastinement 
rtf the body, and did lay before them his intent i)f 
Hcnding them ftirih into ihc four (juarters of the 
world. For now the Kirren and poor himihle 
HiiDpleneas r<( the holy Father had bctiughi forth 
Kcven sons and he was fain to give birih unto the 
whole conijiany of the fiiithfu! in the Lord Chrint, 
calling them unto the mournlnp of yxmitcncc. 
"Go ye," saith the sweet Father unto his sons, 
"bringing tidings of peace unto men, and preach 
rrpentarcc for the remiiision of sins. Be ye patient 
in tribulation, watchful unto prayer, zealous in toll, 
humble in speech, sober in maoner, and thankful 
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Tbtir Cot kindncwc*f atoDg tfaaC ior all Utrtr an 
Jojm* latting kingdom ia prqxucd fot j-ou." Tbco 

'**'*™ humbly ptrAtnant ibmiwhwt on the gfoand befixe 
the icfraxu of God, rcccnni wiih gkdiMM of 
•^t ihc bchtM of boly obcdkncc. And Francb 
uid unto nch onr MDgiy : ** Cut thy burden upon 
t1icI.<>nl,M>dHcihaUMM«!nt)iec." HrwMVOM 
to Hy thnc word« wbcaM>ct'cr he wsi Eiudiog any 
BfOlfaff onto obrdicnci>. Thwi h<" himwlf, kofiw- 
iog tliM he wu •« M an cntsmplc qdLo the mt, 
tliM he mizbt Tim do thai which be had taught, 
Mt fbnh with one comjtuuon towtrd one tjcaner 
of the world, the remaining >ix being xppoitioocd, 
aftrt the fuhian of a Crou, unto the other chrre 
Itartt. After tome lirtle time had pnsced, the 
kindly Father, longing for the presence of 
lieloml family, — since ht- could not of hiniscl 
cull tlicm together into one place,— prayed th 
thii aii]{ht be 3ci:omplitihed bj Him Whugaihccei 
togcLhcr the outcasts of Israel. AikI this came 
to pM». For, with no moital cummoning, snd all 
■anexpeeledly, within a short tinie all canie together 
■ccoidinA at he had desired, by the cflcctual wiirk- 
ing of ihc divine goodncns, nnd to their no snull 
niaivrl. MdUNJver, an four other himiiurablc men 
joined iheni about that time, their number incruaited 
unto iwi-lve. 

f. Now when the acrvont of Chthit perceived 
Ihiit the Dunilxrt of ihc lirethren waa pjadually in- 
Clewin;;, he wrote fnr himseif .ind for hi« Brethren 
a Rule for their Ufe, in siuiple woida. Herein 
the obBrrvaacr of the Holy Gospel was ml as the 
inirjiurnble foundatiun, »ncl lumc lew nther pijinta 
wcic added that seemed necessary tor & coasioteni 
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riiiinncr of life. Btil he was fair lh:it wliai he had Saint _ 
wriitcn should Ix; approved by the -Supreme Pr«ncis 
PoniiiF, wlicrcfiirt he puqioscd to sppronch '''* the Pods 
Apoatnlic See wiili that hi* conipary nf simple 
men, relying only on the Amtif: guiJancc. God 

from on high had ifgajd unto his dcnirf, nnd ^M 

fonificd the miiidn of his cumpaniontii thiit viete ^H 

atcarcd at the thought of his simplenees, by a ^M 

vuion ihewn unto the ni»n of God after this wise. ^H 

II neemcd uniu him thiit he was walking xlong a ^| 

Cf rt.iin rond, noar by wtiicK ^toud a wry lofty tree. ^H 

When he had diawn ni^h unln ii, nnd wxs siandinj; ^H 

Ixriicach it, wondcfring at iu ht'ij>lii, on a siuldcii ^M 

he VIM so raiseil on high by the divine niigbt as ^M 

that he touched the tup of th^ tire, aad bent down ^H 

itfl highest bianchcB unto its roots riohi easily. ^M 

Thcponent of this risioii Francis, liUed vi'nh the ^M 

Spirit of Cod, uaderttood Ui refer unto the Ktoop* ^H 

ing of the Aposiolic See urto hid desire ; where- ^M 

fore he was gladdened in spiiit, and his Brethren ^H 

were aCrenglhcncd in the Lord, and thue he set ^H 

forth witli them on the journey. ^M 

9. Now when he had come unto the RoniSD ^H 

Curia,* ;ifid had been ininduced inhi the presence ^H 

of ihc StLprcmc Pontiff, he expounded unto him ^M 

hif intent, humbly and carnrHtly hej^ceching him to ^H 

nanction the Rule aforetiaiil (of tlicir lifr. And ^H 

the Vicar of Chrint, the lord Innocent ihc Third, ^M 

a man exceeding renowned for wisdom, bchuld- ^M 

■ A faragnph micni'd hcrr in eome rditioDt, rditiog ^H 

bD«' llif Pupc^ 'I (iTtt rcpiiliicJ Fr*n<li, but wm eanvrrted ^H 

by 1 vhien, it not froni Bnnavcntiini'i pen, but from thai ^H 

ur the Minisler-Gcncral tvho •iiccecdcii him [-"iiii ^H 

Quaricchi lest, p. t<h uulc). ^H 
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Hb ing in 'he nun of God the wondrous jiuiity ol'i 
nqoMt limiilc soul, coiwWncy unto hU purpose, and ilid 
eokindlrd fcivour of 3 holy uill, whh diiijKMicd I'^l 

five unit) the cuppliant hU fatherly saoGtioit. I 
IduK-it, he delayed to perform (hat which Ihe] 
little |M>ur unc uf ChriBt aikitl, by rciuon ihiit unto 
some vt'thr Cardinnln ihis ncccncd a thing untried, 
:ind i("> hard for human utrength. Hut th^-rc was 
present iunting the CtrdinsU an hunour-worihy 
man, the lord .'ohn yf Saint Paul, Di»ho|> wf 
Katuna, n lover of alf holiness, and an hel[jer of 
the foot nitT nf Chrl«t. He, inilanied by the 
Divin? Spirit, said untu the i>uptcmc Pontiif, und 
unto hi> coUeagim : " If we refiise the reciuesi i.l 
ihi« jKKir man m a thing too hard, and nniiii-d, 
when hia jn-tititm !«- that the pattern «f Gospel life 
may be tancttoned for him, let uii beware letit we 
stumble at the Go«ijel of Christ. For if any 
man naith that in the observance of Gospel per* 
fectioti, and the vowing thereof, there in contained 
aught ihut u untried, or contrary unto tcasini, oi 
impossible to observe, he a clearly seen to bias- 
ohi-nie flK"'"" Christ, the niilhor of the Go»|iel." 
vVliCTi dicsp argument* had been set forth, the 
successor of the Apostle Ptner, turning unto the 
iwwir man of Christ, naid : " Fray unto Chriat, my 
dun, that He n^ny shew u« Hin will ihrough the*-, 
and when wc know it more surely, we will more 
ccmfidenily aiiw-nt unto thy holy desires." 

10. Then the sertant of Gtxl Almighty, 
bctskinji himself wholly UDto prayer, p.aincd by 
devout intercecHion that which h<- might set forth 
outwardly, and the Popi* frel inwardly. For 
wht^Q he had narrated a parable uf a rich King 
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thai hnd of ftre wi!! espoused 3 fair wonwn iha' ParAbIc 
was poor, :md how the children she bare shrwed 0' the 
the likcncM of the King tlial begat them, and so P*""" 
were broughl tip at his tabtf, even as he had learnt 
tliis of the Lord, — he added, as an interpretation 

thereof ; " It is aot to be feared that the sons and ^m 

heirs of the everlasting ^'"g ''*'i" periiih of hunger, ^U 

even they ihat have been born of a poor mother in ^M 

the likeness of the King, Christ, by the power of ^M 

the Holy ypirtt, and that shall themselves beget ^M 

ifjns through the spirit of Poverty in a little poor ^M 

Religion. For if the King of heaven hath ^M 

prontiecd an ecerlasiing kingdoni unto them that ^M 

follow Him, how much more shall He provide ^M 

for ihcrn those things that He bestoweth alike on ^M 

the good and on the evil ? " When the Vicar of H 

ChriNi had diligmtly henrltenrd unto this parable, ^M 

and the interpretation thereof, he manelled greatly, ^M 

and perceived that Chiist had of a truth spoken ^M 

through a man. Moreover, he maintained, by the H 

innpirntion of the Divine Spirit, that a vision that ^M 

at that lime vrsa shewn unto him from heaven ^M 

would be fulfilled in Francis. For in a drenm he ^M 

Kaw, as he recounted, the Laternn Basilica about to ^M 

full, when a little poor man, of mean stature and H 

humble aspect, propped it with his own back, and H 

thus Knved it from falling. " Vcnly,'' Eaich he, ^M 

" he It i» tliBl by hia work and teaching shall H 

imsiain the Church of Christ." l-rom this vision, H 

he was iillcd with an especial devolinn unto him, ^^ 

and in all w»ys disposed himself unto his supplica- ^M 

lion, and ever lorcd the senanl of Christ with ^M 

nn especinl affection. Then and there he granted ^M 

his retiuesi, and promiiied at .1 later day to bestow H 

H 
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The Rule yet more upon him. He sanctioned the Rule, 
^prored and gave him a command to preach repentance 
and made all the lay Srethren that had accom- 
panied the servant of God wear narrow tonsures, 
that they might preach the word of God without 
hindrance 



CHAPTER IV 



OF THK ADVANCEMENT OF THE OHDEK tlNDEK Hit 

HAND, AtlU or THE CortlltlMATIOH W THI 

RULE ALKEADV SANCTIONkD 

1. THEi'cii:roKWAR.D Francis, relying on ihc A mlracl* 
favour of hcavoi and on the Pajial authoritv, by the 
look hi* wny with all confidence townrd the '"^^ 
vnlli^y of Spulcrtu, th^ lie might boti) liic uitd 
IcBCh the (jospcl of ChriBi. While lie was 
holding converse with his com ]>an ions on the 
riwd, as to how they might observe in ojnccriiy 
the Ilule that they had profcsicd, and how in all 
holiness and riEhleouaness they might walk before 
Gud, how they might prugieu ainong themaelveii, 
acid be an cD^nipIc unco othcrit, — their discussion 
via* {irolonged, and thr hours slijiped by. And 
al last ihcy foun<l themselves, wearied with thy 
length of ihcii milsonic way, and an hungrrtd, in 
a certain lonely j>lacc. Then verily, when there 
wns no means whcrel>y they might [irovide thein 
with the D«*dful food, ilie ]iiuvidencc of Gixl 
came spcediiy unto their ;iid. For, on a sudden, 
there apj>c-ared a man canying bread in hit hand, 
the which he gaTe uiilii the little jtooc ones of 
Christ, and, also on a sudden, vanished, withoul 
any man knowing whence he came o! whither he 
wrnt. Hereby the Ilrt'thren in their jiovpny 
perceived that the guardian care ol heaven was 
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itutn to about the comjiany "f ihr man of God, 
_Awi»i were rclrcnhcd more by thr gift of tlic divine 
bounty ihan by ihe food of the body; moreover, 
tbry were (iil«l with heavrnly cninfiKt, nnd firmly^^ 
mulvcd, and strengthened tbeinrelt^s in the i^'^M 
rpTocable determiraiion, never to rvtrpal ftotn™ 
their vow of holy poTcrty for any goad of 
ncccuicy or sIHtction. 

J. Thus they returned in ih«r holy iDlent 
urto ihc valley of iSpi.ileto, and began tu di«cum 
whclher ihcy ought to li>'e aoiong men, «i to 
betake them unin lonely places. But FranciK, the 
.'.crvani of Christ, trusting not In hia own crt'otw 
or those of his IJrelhrenj with inijKirtunate ptaytT 
enquired the pleasure of the divine will concrrninj; 
ihiB. Then he wan illumined by a divinely re- 
vealed oracle, and understood that he had lnvn 
lent of the Lord unto this end, that he might 
win for Christ the soids thnl the devil via" ntrivin, 
U> tarty off. Wherefore he chose tii live rath 
for all men than for his single nelf, inspired by thi 
Mintimplc of Him Who brooked to die, One Man 
for all. 

^, Accordingly, the man of God return' 
with the rent of his companionii unto ii certaii 
deserted hut nigh the city nf Ansiiii, wlictein, 
after the pattern of Holy Poverty, they lived ia 
much toil :md neccGBity, seeking to be rt>frr.iihe 
rather with the bread of tcatH than of luxury.' 
For they gnvc theniselves «p conttnumiily tintw 
divine prayers, beinj; earnest in the practicp of 
de\-out intercession — of the heart rnthct than of 
the lipfi— for they had not yet any eceleBia.ttieal 
books wherein they might chant the Cano 
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MuurK. Howbcit, in the place of such) they Ptmct 
nteditaled day and night od the bonk of the Cross *^ 
of Chrietf continuously looking thereupon, by tKc ?•'•'*• 
ciuainplc ot their Father, and taught by hU di»- 
course. for lie conlimially spake iinio them con- 
cerning the CrosB of Chrini. WJicn the Biethren ■ 
besought iiini to teach thL-ni ttt pray, hv sa"id ; I 
"When ye pray, My 'Our Father,' and: 'VVe I 
adore Thee, O CiiriHi, in M Thy churches that I 
be in the whole world, und wc bleus Ttii-t; tor I 
that hy Thy hoiy Ctoss Thou ham r«k*nicd the I 
world." Moreover, he laughl tliem iii praise I 
<>od in ull thia^H and thtuugh all His cteatuirs, ■ 
to reverence priests wilh :tn especial hoiwur, to 1 
firmly hiild and liinpLy contciis ihe irue faith, I 
according aa the Holy Roman Church doth butli I 
hold and teach it. The Brethren observed the I 
injilrucuotiB of the holy Father in all things, and, I 
mJng tlic form of ]>rayer that lit- had given unt<j J 
them, would humhly prostrate themselves before I 
nil iihurchm and ciusiicn that they beheld, were 1 
it i-rcn from a. distance. I 
4. Now while the Brethren were abiding in ■ 
the nlitcc aforesaid, the hnly ninn one Saturdiiy I 
rritL-red the city of Astiisi, to preach i-nrly on the I 
Sunday, as was his wont, in the Cathedral I 
Church. While the man devoted ucicu God H 
WUK ]>astiing the night, after his wunied manner, B 
in a hut within the Canons' garden, praying unto ■ 
God, and absent in the body from hit sons, — lo, ■ 
about midniglit, while some of the Brethren were I 
inking rcHi, otiiers keeping vigil in prayer, a H 
vharioi of lire of niarvellcius lirighineN^, entering ■ 
by Ihf door of tl»c house, liirncd thrice hither I 
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EWLod thithcT through the Uwclling, and over The 
chariot a shining ball of fire ivatc-d, in appeiiiancr 
01 an |;|j^ yujij jIjj. gjjjj^ making the iiighl radiant. 'l*hf 
w.ilchtiil Brethren were anlounHi'd, ihey that slcjit 
vitrtv awakc-ncd and abrnicd at thp HMntr niument, 
iuid Tvlt tite light no h-Bt in their heaits thHn with 
their budiex, while by the power of that marvellous 
bri^hlness the cunscience of each was laid dare 
unto htH fellow. For they ull understood ulike, — 
uJI M.-eii»£ in turn ibe hearts of each, — that ihtir 
lioly Father was absent from theni in biniy, but 
jirescnt in spirit, and that, transformed into vuch » 
iikcneaa, tilumificd with heavenly rays, and flajning; 
witlb ardent heat, lif was shewn unto ihem of the 
l.urd with .lu [XT natural niiglit in a ihining chariot of 
fire; BO thai they, as Israelices indeed, mij;ht ftilliiw 
nftiT hini who, like another Elias, had tieen nind# 
Iiy God the chariot and the horscoian of spiritual 
men. We niuei verily bcJievu that He openetl 
th<? eyes of thoae simple mm at the praysrs of 
Francis, that ihcy might see the inij;hty deeds of 
(ioil, AVho aftiretimt- upcni-d. tlif eyes of thi; young 
iHiin thnt he might see the mount.-iin full of 
horsei and chariotn of fire round about FJiKha, 
"When tlif Ituly man rcluintd unto the Brethren, 
he bej;an to scrutinise the secret things of their 
coniciencei, to conaolu theiii with that niariellous 
viaion, and tu foielell many thingn chat should 
come to pass conci'min^ the progress of the Otji-r. 
Ami an he revi-uletl many things Burpanaing mortal 
sense, the litetliri-n [lerocived of a truth that thf 
Spii'it o( the Lord had fvHtcJ upon Hia »en,iut 
Prune!* in Kueh fillnesit u> that they would w:>lk 
tno^tt securely in f<.)1hiwin{> hi* teathtng and lite. 
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5. After this, Francis, shepherd of a linlc IiicrMise 
flock, led his band of IwpIvp Brrthicn unto Saint jf "i« 
Mary of tlic lAtllv Portion, — the favourof heaTcn OroM 
going before him,^ that in the place whtreiri, by ^_ 
the merits of the Mother <jf God, the Oidrr of ^M 
Minors had tJiki-n it) beginning, it might by hrr ^M 
aid gain nn incteme. There too he became an ^M 
herald of the GoAprl, going round among cities ^M 
and ibrtified |>laeen, proclaiming the Kingdom of ^M 
Gixt, noc in the words which maa'a wisdom ^M 
teachelb, but whicli ihe Holy Ghuiit (eacheth. ^M 
He Acremc-d unto tliom that, beheld him a man of ^M 
nnflthcr world, one, to wit, ihnl had hio h«irt ever ^M 
sec on li«:iveti, and hi^ facv tutfiMl tiiwaid it, and ^M 
that rr^dmvoiiTcd to drnw all micn u]iw:t[clH, From ^M 
lhi» time, the vine of Christ begiin 10 bring fnrth ^M 
;)l«isaiit savour of the Lord, anA the liowers jiro- H 
ducirci iher<'froni K-cdnic the rich fniit of HWeet- ^M 
nenn, hurour, und righu-vuBncHH. ^M 

6. For, enkindled by the fervour of hii preach- ^M 
ing, •/try miinj' folk bound themselves by new ^M 
rules of penitence, after the panem received from ^M 
the man of God, and thai name servant of Christ ^M 
ordained thnt their maimer of lining shokild be ^M 
called the Order of the Brethren of Penitence. ^M 
Of a iruih, even an tlie way of penitence is known ^M 
to be common iintu nil that strive iftcr heaven, to ^H 
it i» noted o£ how much worth in the night of fl 
God Wiifi this Order, embradng clerks and laymen, ^M 
virginfi, and marrii-d folk of either ies, by the ^M 
mnny miratlc.i wrought by some of its members. ^M 
And there were maidens convened unto lift-long ^M 
virginily, amcmp wl«iii> thai wirgin dearest unto ^M 
G«J, Clare, llie lirtit |ilant among ihcni, like a H 




r 



38 



LIFE OF SAINT FRANCIS 



Clve nnowy spring bloasom breathed tragiancr, and 
shone like 3 star exceeding bright. She is now 
glorified in heaven, and ligbtly honiiured by the 
Church on eaith, she ihat wu« the duughlcr in 
Christ of lite holy Fslhcx Franciit, the tinle poor 
OIK, und hcivclf the Miilhcr of the Puor LadioK. 
7. Now luuny were not only tiniitten with 
dcvution, but ajjo kindled by yearning attet the 
jierft-ciion uf Christ, ^nd, despising utl the vaniiy 
of worldly things, followed in the footatepu uf 
Francis ; and the^e, incrcn&ing by daily •ndditiuns, 
ipewiily ]e3<:hed unlu the cuds of the ewrlh. For 
holy Povci'ty, whom alfrne they lotik with them 
for thcit chargCD, made them swift unto at" 
obedience, Etrnng tu bbuur, ;iiid tipeedy in journey 
ing. And since they uusseBsed an carlbty chingt 
ihcy set ttieii aHcciiurii un naught, nnd had naught 
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that they fejired to laae ; thev were everywhere ^t^| 
eaise, weighed down by no fear, harasaed by no^H 
care; they lived like men who were remoYed from 
vexatioTK uf the mind, iind, talcing no thought fur 
it, awaited thi' niurruw, snd their night a lodging 
Many repioathes weie hurled upon iheni in divers 
tegiuii of ihc world, an on men contcmntlble uiid 
unknown i howbcli, their love for ihe Goft|>e] of 
Christ rendered them w longsufTcring as that they' 
ujught rather to be in iilaceu where they would 
endure |>cr«cculii>n in the body, th.in in ihumt 
where their taimlineSE was recognised, and where 
they might be puti'ed up by the applause of the 
world. 1'heir very deiililitiion uf po««eHKioiia ^ 
Hxmcd unto them o\erlluwing wrilth) while, ■ 
acctitding unto the tcmnsc! of the Wise Kinu, 
ihcy were ht-ttcr |>lc.ised W'lh liidi- than with much. 
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On u dint; wli<.'ii souii: ul' Uit brcclircn had A 
come unio ihe regions of ihc inlideJs. it tlunced Sarawn 
ihfti a ccnain Saracrn, moved by kindly feeling, ?J|??u^* ' 
utft'Ced Chcra money fur tlicii nccdtiil foodi And po^ci^ i 
when tfcey refused [it take il, the man rnarvelled, 
jtcrcriiing thiit ihcy were |x-nnilctii. But when at 
lat>t hi: undciutuud that ihey hud U'coiiii- poor fur (lie 
\ovv of G«d and were resolved not lo own mcney, 
he ausacinTcd hini.icif with ihem in su>^h affectiun 
as tiutt he iilltrt.-d to ^p])ly nil ihi'ir needs, aa 
long B8 he should h.ive iiughi in Im possi^Bsioiu O 
pricelai mluc uf poverty, by whose marvellous 
power th:; mind of a ti«rce burliuriun waa chatij;cd 
into such ctinipaasionate genilcneSB I How appal- 
ling and scaiidaldUii a crime it in, that atiy Chririci^in 
should uaiiipic on thiv rare pcail, that & Saracen 
cxaJtcd with xuch honuur ! 

S. About that lime, a certniii Religious of the 
Older of Cross bearers, Mtirico by name, wa» 
lying in an ho«pitnI hnrd by Aaaisi suffering from 
nn iDlirnnty 10 Aerious and so [>rotracted as that he 
wan given u]) unio death by the physicians ; he 
Iwcanie a suppliant of che man of Ood, beseeching 
hiin earncslly through a messenger thai he would 
dfign to intercede with the Lord on hia behalf. 
The blegsed Father grscJoualy acceded thereunto, 
and, having first iirayed, took »ome crumbs «if 
bread, sod aiixed with iheui some nil taken from 
the lamp that burned before the altar of the Virgin, 
and sent it by the ham! of the Brethren unto the 
sick man, as tltoueh it were an clcciuary, saying: 
" Carry this ncdicBment unto our brother Morieo, 
by the which the power of Chri»i shall not oidy 
restore litn) tintu full healtli, but ahull also render 
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htm an hardy warfiut, who shall cleare with 
RWncy unto our unk«." Fotihwhh, »o noon 
tk< »iL'k man tutiCcd uf thai fcuivdy made by ' 
B])ir3Uon of the Holy Spirit, be tost- up liealJ 
Snd gained fmm Gtid iiucli sptrcngth of mind nl 
body » thut shortly thereafter ht mtircd 
Rt-ligi<m of tlie holy man, and, cluthing hims 
wiih unc lunic alone — brncath the which he wor 
tiir n long i|inoc of time a Nhin of niuil— jim| 
uctsfipd with but uncooked fiirt.^hMbB to 
Knd regriables and Truiti^^ — he than for many yt«ri| 
taicd neither brend nor wine, and yet reniaiiKil| 
strong and *otind. 

(J, A» the iii»it4 of' till.- virtues of thrvr liltL' 
ones of Christ waxed grrntcr, ihc fragrance of 
their gnc>(\ fe]>iiic wa<i spmd on tW ndf*, and 
<it<'W niiich folk from divrrH purts of the wurld lu 
Mv the holy I'nthcr in person. Anionp. whom 
WTK n certain nkillml composer of aeculnr ton^ 
who by teuton of this gifi h:id bcrn crawnt-d by 
tlic ILnijKTur, and thfncc called " King of V'crtc, ' 
und he now wm minded lo sett the man ui (Jod, 
ih* despiscr of wiiHdly ihinf,::. And wlw-n h* 
had louod him prcuching in b Monasiery at IJorgo 
San Severino, the hand of the Lord was upon 
hini, and he beheld that Mine preacher of the 
Cross ot" Christ, l'"rancis, marked after the like- 
IIMS of a Cro»n with twoexix^-diiiK uhining swordt 
net criiMwine, wheri-iil' the one renchcd from his 
head unto hiN )i.-«'i, the <Jther acrosK hit hteant frnni 
hand tn h.ind. lie li.td n'll knuwn the »ervairt i>(' 
Christ by fiice, but sixxilily rccogni»cd him when 
lijinnllcd oul by so jjreat a poiient. I'orihwilh, 
al) ^ittonied nt tlii« sight, hi- began to rnolve «in 
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bttltr Uiingt, and, at length, pricktd by ibc power Brother 
of his words, and pierced as though by ihe iword P*cifico 
of ihe Spirit pioccpding out of his mouth, he<)id 
utterly dcajiiiw worldly glories, and ckve unto tbi; 
litcssed Father, protwsing his vows. Wherefore 
ilie Uol) man, seeing that he had utterly turned 
rrum ibc diEquicc of the world imto the pcac« of 
Christ, calied him Brother Facifico. He alier- 
watd fiindr propr<"« in .■»!! holiness, .ind, before 
thai he became Minister in Frant-e, — liejng the 
first who held the otfice at Minister there, ^he 
mefiwd to liehold once mote h grt'at T on the 
fiirchead of Frarcin, the which, niarVwl out by a 
divertity of colourn, adorned hit face with its 
ninrvcDouH beauty. This kijjii, in aooih, (he hoty 
man revered with deep atfection, praisrd it often 
in bin diiicnurse, and, in the letteri: that he dictated, 
signed it with hig own band at the end, a« though 
all his care was, in the prophet's wordn, to set 
a. mark* upon the forehcada of the men that sigh 
-.mil thdt cry, and that be truly cotiverted unto 
Christ Jcaui. 

ro. Now 13 lime went by, and the BrcthrMi 
were multiplied, their watchful shepherd began to 
call thcni togcihci unto Chapters General in the 
jilace of Saint Maty <il' ihc l^itllc Portion, sti 
ilint, Odd diviilin^ them an inheritance by line 
in ihc land of poverty, he might allot unto eath 
his portion (if iibcdienee. Here, allicit ihcfe was 
destitution of all things needful) a cunipany of 
reirtre than 5,000 iirethren came together at one 
lime, and, the divine meiey aviccourins them, there 

* Viitg. Kick, in, 4. Sien.i thill (T) luper frnntsa, tl&, 
the letter T hiring ia I'ntni like 1 Croti. 
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wu both a sulbcKncy of >ictiial, and bulily bcakb 
togethet with it, while gladncst of spirit abonadML 
In th« |Mx>«u)cial Clupicrt, albeit Francb could 
out thtrfe shew hiniitFir prtiCfit in the txulyi yet in 
i|>int — by his zealous caie for their ruling, by hit 
uig^ncy in prayer, and tbc etiicacy of 
Umnng — hir waa {irMcnt ihorri yea, and one 
by the operation of God's marvcUous power, : 
(lid vitibly :ii)pear. For while that f^orioi 
pfracber, who u now a noted Confeiuor of CKrisi, 
Antony, wu prcadiiDg unto the Chapter of tbc 
Brethren at AfIm oq the title inscribed on the 
Crote* ; " JedUa of Nazarelh, the King of llw 
Jews," a ccnain Brother uf proved uprigbmcsi, 
Monsldo by name, loottag, by a divine impuke, 
U>Wi3rd the door of the Chapter-house, behe^ld 

with hb bodily eyes ihe Blrsscd Francis uplifted 

in Che air, his hantli outstretched after the maiinei^| 
of a CrgNM, blessing the Brc:tbren. All th^H 
Bictbccn felt that tbcy hud been tilled with a 
coasulacion uf spirit so great and so nrw as that 
the Spirit biirc indubitnble witness within thern aP 
thi- true prfsience of tht holy Father, albeit 
tluK wUK furiher asNurrd, not alone by manifest 
tokens), but alio by external teatimony through ■■ 
the word* uf that lanie holy Fothcr. We muiiC fl 
verily bdieve ihat the :ilmif<hty power of God,— 
that vouchsafi'd unto the holy Bitihop Ambrose 
to be preucfit at the burint of the gloriovia Marlin,J 
that he might hiinour the holy Pontiff" with hit 
holy ininislry, — did.iUo malie His servant Prancitl 
Hi .ij>ptm at tbc jJitaching of Hi» true herald'^ 
Antony, that he mtjiht sanction his |iieiichin|> uf 
the truih, und in espi^cial his preaching f<( the 
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Cnwn of Chriit, whereof he was a supporier and The Rule 
scnani. drawn 

I I. Now as th<-' Order was epreading abroad, "P*''CW 
pTanciti wn.a minded to make ihe Rule of ilieif 
life, that the lord Innocent had sanctioned, be 
conlircned in ])CTpetiiity by hiB aticcesBor Honoriua, 
and he w»s admuniiihed by a revclalioD from God 
<m litis wise. He seemed unto himself to have 
giitliercd from the ground tome very small crumlM 
of brend, and to have to part iheni among many 
ftmwhed Brethren thai stixid rnund about him, 
While he hesitated, fearing tfi pari among them 
such minute crumbs, lest haply they might slip 
between his hands, a Voice frrrni above said unto 
liini : "Francis, make one Host out of all the 
crumbs, and gi^e it unto these that would fain 
at." This he did, and such as did not receive 
It devoutly, or deepiaed the gift as they received 
h, were aptcdily stricken with leprosy, and so 
marked out from the letrt. At morn, the holy 
man narrated all thene things unto his com- 
psniotw, grieving that he could not interpret the 
myBlic nicanirg nf the vision. But on the day 
following, 15 lie kept prayerful vigil, he heard :i 
Voice speaking unto liim from heaven on this 
wtwe : "Francis, the crumbs of the night past 
arc the wurda of (he Cospel, (lie Hotit is (He 
Rule, the IcpTo^y is sin." Being fain, therefore, 
to reduce unm more convenient form the Rule 
that was to be conlirmed, — it havinf" been »onie- 
whai diffusely compiled by putting together the 
words of the Gospel, — and being directed there- 
unto by the viston that had been ahewn him, Ke 
went up into a certain mountain with two com- 
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,' diTUie ]>»nion«, the Holj .S]iirit kjding him, Thctc, 
B*el»tton jajiting, or liiing on hrcaU and walct aJuno, lie 
made the Rule be eooi|iilcd, accotding unto 
what the divine S|iint had taught liim in prayer. 
When he came down from ihe mountain, ht cn- 
tnuitcii this K.u)c umo the keeping uf hb Vicar, 
who, -when a few days had gone by, af^mied 
th.it he had l<Mt il through negligence. Then the 
hilly man returned unto the lonely place, and there 
drew itp the Rule agnin, like (he fornier cine, as 
though he had received the very words from the 
mouth of God ; and he obtained its conlirmatioa, 
a» he had desired, from the lord Poye Honorius 
otbresnid, in the eighth year of his jmntificatc. 
When persuading the Brethren with ardour t» 
observe- this Rule, he would say that he had bM 
naught therein wf hit own derising, but that he 
had made all things he writttrn a<:curding ;ii; they 
had beer) di\iiiely revealed unto him. And that 
this might be more weuredlj conlirmrd by the 
witneKu of God, it wat but u lew dayt; thcieatler 
that the utigitiaiu of the Lord .lesus were imprinted 
uptin him by the lingci of the Living God,^ihe 
seal, as it were, of the Chief Pontiff, Christ, to 
sanction in nil wiiys the Rule, and to approve its 
author, ocn ua in ilenciitx-d in iie own place bcI{>K-, 
after the recital of hit virtutu. 




CHAPTER V 
or Twe AVjTwiiTV of mis urt, and at now all 

CUHTEI) THINGS AtTORDEl) HIM COMFORT 

I. Whek thrrcforc thv miin uf God, Ftancis, His 
pcrcciinl that by his rnsitnipic many were ificiiHl abntin 
l!» be.tr the Cross of Chrim with ffTninr of soul, <^"" 
he himself u-nn !^l:iC(^(], like a good lender of (he 
army of Christ, to reach unio the [lalni (if victory 
by the heights of unconqncred valour. For, con- 
videnng thai Baying of the Apostle ; "They thiit 
arc Chrisi'fl have crucified the (leah with the 
iifiifctions nnd lasts," and being fsin to wear ilie 
armour of the Cmsn upon his body, he rculrninril 
his sensual appciiten with such strtci diaciplinc as 
that he would barely take what wss necessary to 
snppoTt life. Por he was wont to uny thni it waa 
dilhcuil to satisfy the needs of the body wilhtmt 
yielding unto the inilhnatiuris ol th« KeiiBirs. 
Wherefore he would hardly, and hiil »elH'>n), 
allow hinweir cooked food when iti health, :ind, 
when he did nllow it, he would eithei' npnnkle it 
with oHhee, or by iiouring WMci ihereiipor would 
as fur us jxwsible drittroy its savour and tawie. Of 
his drinking of wine what shnll 1 say, when even 
of water he would scarce drink whm he needed, 
while parchwl with burning ihitsi i He wat 
alwny discovering methods of more rigoro«» 
abbtincnce, and would dnily make jirogictia in their 
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lur, am! albat he had already attained 
sunimU "f jxTfi-ctldn, yet, like a nnticc, be wa* 
ci-cr making trial nf wmit new nicthod, chastising 
i!u' ludU of the liejh by ifHictinR it. Howbeit, 
wlicn lie went forth nlirosd, he ildii|«e»l hiniBtrlf, — 
aa ihr Gospel htldoh,— unto thcni that entrttainwl 
him, in the quality of their meats, yei only so a! 
ihnt, <j|i hia return iinio hU own abode, be strictly 
observed the- uparing frugaitty of abstinence. In 
lht» wise he shewed liiiiiscif harsh toward hia own 
Hel'f, jtrsciouH toward bin reigbbour, and in nU 
IhinjtN mibjeci unto the Go»pcl of Christ, and did 
thus net !in «niuim|)le of edification, rot alone by 
bia abstinence, bul even in whnl he ate. The bare 
ground for the most part .iiTied as a tmich unto 
his wearied body, and he would often sleep fitting, 
with n lo); or a ston<- ]>Uced under h)« heiid, »nd, 
rbd in line jxTor tunic, he scned the Lord in cold 
and nakrdnesN. 

I. Once when he vm aaked huw in sucli ticatit 
clothinj; be could protect him from the bittemCM 
of the winter's cold, he made dnswcr in fervour iW 
spirit ! " If through our ycarninB for the heavenly 
fatherland we hflvc Ijeen inwardly kindled by its 
llaine, we can easily endure this bodily Cold." 
He (vbhorred softnewi in clothing, and loved hareb- 
nesa, decbniiK tliac for this John the Bapliac hxd 
been praised by the Divine lips. In nootb, if ever 
he perceived mioothncns in a lunic that was gii-en 
bin), he had it lined with small curd-i, for he 
would say that, according unto the Word of 
Truth, it WHS not iD poor men's huu, but in 
Kinjjh' hfiUKen, ihni liiiftnesi; nf raimem wsk lo lie 
sought. And he had ieatnt by sure cxyicrieoce 



THE AUSTERITY OF HIS LIFE 47 

that Uio dciils hr afcar^ of bardiKSK, bnt thai Templed 
by luxury and Boteeu they be the moie keenly j' ^* 
incited to tempt mm. atn. 

Accordingly, one night when by rcMon of ao 
infirmity in his head and e>'ei he had, eetatnry 
unta hi> vmnt, a pillow of iVaihcrs jilaced beneaeh 
his head, ihe dctil entered tlicrcinlo, and tesei 
him until thr morning hour, diitracting him ia 
divers ways from his exerci»e of holy prayer j 
until, calling his cumpanion, he made the piJlow 
and the drvil withal be earned afar from ttie c«ll> 
But a& the Brother was leaving the cell, carrying 
the pillow, he lost the puwer and me of all hia 
linib«, until, at the vwice of the holy l-alhcr, who 
perceived this in spirit, his former powers of minA 
and Ixxly were fully restored unto hiia. 

y. >Stern in discipline, Francis utood continually 
uiHin the waich'tower, having especial caic unlo 
that parity that Eltould be maincained in both ihe 
IDDet and the outer man. Wherefore, in the early 
dny-s of his conversion, he was wont in the winter 
sciiEOn Co plunge into a ditch full of snow, that he 
might both utterly Gubduc ih'F toe wtthin bim, ind 
might preserve his while tobe of chastity from the 
fire of lust. He would maintain ihitt it wu 
beyond compare more tolerable Air 3 Kpiritunl man 
to bear intense cold in his body, than to feel the 
heal of carnal lust, weie it bitl a liitlr, in his mind. 

4- When he was at iht herniitsgc of Kartiano, 
and had one night devoted himKlf unto prayet in 
hiii cell, the ancient enemy called him, uying 
thrice; "Francis, Francis, Francis." When he 
had enquired of him what he sought, that o<her 
made reply to deceive him ; " There it no sinner 



r 



Ai 



LIFE OF SAINT FRAMCIS 



ttonteth in the wurM whom Cod would noi spaf<^ ihould 
, Win he tum unio Him. But whoso killtth hinisdf by 
hamh [icnance, »tiall Imd no mercy throughout 
elemity." Forthwith the man of God perceived 
by revelation the deceiw of the enemy, and liow 
he hid Htriv«fl \o render him once niorr lukrwii 
And thift tbc following event proved. For but 
tittle after this, at the instigation uF him who* 
hrcalli kindleth cods, a griL-vuiis n-mptalion of ihc 
ticwh laid hold on him. When the tovcr of 
chastily fell its oncoming, he laid anide his hnbit, 
and began to acoiirgc liimKcIf seToreiy with U COi 
saying : " Ah, brother nas, thus must thou be l< 
ihuK niiiot ihou subniit iintn the !;ish. The hnbi 
IS ihe servant of Heligion, it is a ii)ken of holme 
the Mcn-yun! man nuy not atcal it ; if thou art fain 
10 go forth anywhither, go!" Then, impellcdj 
by u nifirvelloitB fervour of nptril, he tiiicw 
the door of his cell, and went out into the gardei 
where, ptungtng his now naked body into a ^f 
flnow-hra]>, lie began to jiile up therefrom with 
hsnds flcven niounda, the which he set before him, 
and thus addressed his outer man : " Behold, 
(saitll he), this larger heap in thy wife, theEC 
four be iwo sons and two daiighicfK, the iiiher 
twnin Iv R serving man snd maid, that thou rauit 
rreedn liii'vc to nerve thee. Now bestir thee and 
clothe ihem, for they be iHrriihing with cold. 
But if m:inif'>!d cares on their behalf trouble thee, 
do ihou be cntcful to tcrvctheonc Lord." Then 
the tempter dcpjtried, touted, and the holy 
returned imKi his cell victorious, in that, by en* 
Ing the external cold in right jieiiilpnt Injiion, 
had ao cxiinguisht-d the iirc of lust within 
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thereatier he felt it no whit. Now a Brother, Tcnpia- 
uho at the tune wa« tlcioting huntdf unto prayer, t>MU 
beheld ill these things hy the light of a dcat '^ **•* 
shining Rioon. Whefi the man of Cful dbcowre*! 
thai he haA rem choc thing* on that night, he 
rcvmled unio him how ihst tmiputioo had be- 
fallen him, and bade him trlj no msn, »o long u 
he htn»clf lit-ed, the thing that he bad leert. 

;. And not only did he teach tlut the KWC- 
titeBof thebody mutt be mortilied, and itsimpulMt 
bridled, but itl«o that the outer senses, throagh the 
which death cnicrcth inio ihc mjuI, nwst be 
guaided with the utmost watchhilncsi. He bade 
that tntiniHle interoourse with women, holding 
converse wilh ihem, and looking upon them — llic 
which be unto many an oc^rasion of faDing — 
nhnuld be zealously shimned, declafiog that by 
iiuch things a wrak ipirit ix broken, and a strong 
one orttimi-E weakened. He said that one who 
held converse with women — unless he were of an 
eipccial tipnghiness- — ^could j» little avoid con- 
lamination therefrom as he coiiltl, in the wordie of 
Scripture, go u[ion hot coals dnd his feet not be 
burrwd. He himself so turned away his eyes 
that they might nut bt-hold vanity after this sort 
that he ioew the feature* of scarce ary woman, — 
thus he orcc told n companion. Kor he thought 
it was not safe to dwell on the apiiearance of their 
persons, that might either rekindle a spark of the 
quisht^l llt'sh, or spot the radiance of a chaste 

ad. Km he maintnincd that converse with 
Tfomcn wait a vain toy, excqd only for co-ntcasion 
or the briefest instruction, such as made for salta- 
tion, and waa in accord with decorum. " What 
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ikalinKs," naitli he, *■ should a Rplij;i™iA have with 
a woman, cxcfrpl whrn slir nrrkrth, with dcvoui 
supplimiipn, after holy prntteoce, or counkcl ariMit 
a bcttci life i In yvctwccnin); coniidcTK:*, the 
«ncmy U Irss drcadrd, and ihr dnil, if k(> bv ihatl 
hr oan have a haif of hin own in a miii, aoonj 
makeUi it wax into a beam." 

6, Hp triighi the Brothers zealously to shun 
sloth, an ihr sink of sU piit thoughts, shewing hy , 
Ilia cti»anij>lc ihul the rcbelJiaus und idle body^ 
must be subdued by unceasing discipline a.nd ]>rnlit-^| 
able toil. Whercfote he would call hin body 
" brother asn," ax though it were hktI lo be loaded 
with toilaonie burdens, beaten with many siripes, 
and nnurishcd on mean fare. If he beheld any 
man wandering about in idlerese, and fain tu feed 
on the loU of others, he thought he ought to be 
called, "hrother fly," for that, doing no good him- 
self, and Rpailing th« gnod done by others, he^H 
made himself an hateful {test unto all. Wherc^H 
fore he ofitimes said ! " I would that my Brethren 
should labour and employ themselves, lest, being 
given up unto sloth, they should stray into sins '■T^H 
heart or tongue," He wa* minded that a Gonp^^liH 
Htencc elwiild be obterved by the Brethren, such 
as, to wit, that they iihoiild at all timen diligently 
refrain from every idle word, as those ihal Hhnll 
give nccmint thereof in the Day of Judgement, 
But if he found any Brother prone unto vaini 
words, he would shorf)Iy chide him, decJnriiig sj 
Bhaniefast »iiaritignfim of ajicecli ti> lie the Riiartl 
a ]>ure heart, and no smnll virtue, iiretng that death 
and life are in the power of the tongue, not so niuchl 
with rrgaid unto tantc m with rrj>nrd unto iipeccht 
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7. But >lbc« he sought whli aU hit migtit to lead His com- 
the Brcthicn umo the siuterr tif«, yet the unnoct pution 
rigour of irvcrity pleated him not, — nicK rigour m KIsnB- 
hath 00 bowck of compaaiwn, dot b Havourcd 

with (twT ia!t uf ditcrmon. Tbtu, on a ccfUin 
■i^M^ when oiM- of the Drethmi hj reason of hu 
exoCMive Bbtitnmoc vat so loniK-nicd by htuigct 
that he could tnkr no rrpow, the IciiuUy ihtphcfd, 
pefceivui|( the danger that thicatcned hi* nbeefi, 
C3ll«l the Brother, ki bread bcfoie him, aixJ, that 
he might rvmotc any cause for hi« confutioo of 
face, began firat 10 cat hiniiclf, ihcn grncly bade 
him [tartakc. The Broihci, laying a&ide hit 
shamcrattne«)i, took the food, rcjoieiftgexcptdingly 
that, Uirough the wiic kindlincii <i£ hi* shephirrd, 
be had both escaped ihu bodily peril, and had 
received no email rnsamjilc of t^hcation withal. 
When morning came, and the Brcihrcn had been 
called logethcr, the man of God related that 
which had U.'rnllen in tht ni^hl, adding th<- «age 
exhortiitiiin : " Be the act of love, not the fuod, 
an ensafli]ilc unto you, my Brethren." Motcorcr, 
lie taught ihciu tu follow discretion, as the chario- 
teer of ihe virtue*, — -not that ditcretiin» unto 
which tht Ucsh ijciauadcth, but iliat wiiJcli Christ 
laughl, Whose niuit holy lile is acknowledged to 
be the exproa image of pcrfccticin. 

8. And nince ii is not |i(MNi<>ie for a man beset 
with (he infirmity uf the lieHh so [K-ifrctly to 
follow the Cruciticd Lamb without vpot an lu 
escajw contracting aonie defilement, by hia own 
fimi eiMnin|)le he made declaration that they whn 
keep watch over the perfection of their life ought 
to clcuiifte lhemiielve» daily Willi floods of tear*. 
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For, albeit be hfld already nlioined a wontlrvut 
purity of hnn ind body, yd would he hoc absutin 
from continual IJoods of tears uhcttby lo clc ante the 
mental vii^loii, not weighing the detriment uotn Kin 
bodily aight. For wlien by inccsiaat wix-ping he 
had lustained a very grievous injury uniu the cyw, 
and ihi' pliyticlan would fain have penundcd hitn 
CO rcfrGin rroni Kan, il' he wiaht^l to escape bliad>^ 
hms of hiK bodily aight, the holy man madi^| 
anxwer : *■ Il is not meet, brother physician, that 
for the love of that light that we have in CDinincin 
wilh the iiies, the visitation of t!ie eternal light 
should be impaired, be it but by little. For [he 
»]iiril did not recrivc the blcitaing of light forj 
the sake of che Henh, but the tiesh for the sake 
the spirit," He preferred rather to lose the light 
of his bodily vision cliati, by ihwajiing the devotion 
of the spirit, to check the tears whereby the innerj 
eye ia clenn>ie<l, that it may avail to see God. 

9. Now on a time when he was counselled 
the phyticianB, and urgently imjiottuned by the 
Brethren, to permit hirtiaelf to be succoured 
the remedy of a cautery, the man of God dii 
humbly assent ihefcunto, forasmuch ab he perceived 
it to be alike salutary and arduous. The surjrwm,^ 
then, was summoned, snd, having come, laid hiiS 
iron instrument in the fire to prepare for the 
(.Butery. Then the servant of Christ,— con Boling 
his body thai at the sight shuddered in fear,— 
began to addrcns the fire as a friend, saying : " My 
brother lire, the Most Hij(b hath created theej 
beyond »ll other creatures mighty in thine enviable] 
glory. Fair, and useful. Be thoti clement unto me 
lit this hour, and courteous. 1 beseech the greet I 
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Lurd, Who cicated tlicc, that He temper thy Fire and 

bcai unlo nie, so tliat I may be able lo bear thy **"'.. i 

gentle buiDiog." His (jjayer ended, he made the ""* ""'*h 

lign uf the Cross over the iron invtrunicnt, that 

wad glowing ai white heat from the fue, and then 

WKitetl fearlessly. The hissing iron wdB impreaMd 

on the lender llesh, und the outcry drawn Ooni 

the ear unco the ejebrow. How much Hufferiog 

the €re caused him, the holy mar lilmself told : 

"Ptaiae the Most High," with he unto the 

Brethren, "for that of a truth I (/ay unto you, I 

felt neither the heat of the lire, nor nny [i-ain in 

my fl«h." And, turning unto the sutgeon, " If," 

uith he, " the cautery be not well niade, itiiptesi 

it again." 1'he Hurgcon, finding nuch mighty 

ralour of spirit in his fruil budy, maivrlled, and 

enalted this divine miracle, saying: "I tell ye, 

Bretlirea, I have ijcen «tranf[e things to-duy." 

For, by reiiaon that Francis hnd aitninrd uniO' 

luch purity that his lle^h waa in harmony with hia 

tQ>irit, and hia spirit uiih Cod, in ntnrvclloua 

agrecnicDt, it was ordained by the divine ruling 

that the crcatttrc that servcth its Maker ithould be 

wondtuualy aulijeci unto hia will and coniniaud. 

10. Al another lime, when the servant of Cod 
wflA afflicted by a very )<ricvou« sickneu, at the 
hermitage of Suiat Urhan, and, feeling h'u strength 
failing, had a:iked fur a draught of wine, answer 
W.1B made hint that there waa no wine there that, 
cuuld be brought unto him ; whereupon he bade 
that water should be brought, and, when brought, 
he blessed it, making the ugn of the CriUH over it. 
At once that which had been pure water b*canu- 
excellent wine, and that which the poverty ol' the 
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lonely place could not provide wan (il)Cam«l by 
ihc purity of the holy man. TiifliUig thereof, he 
forthwith »o easily recovered hia strengih su thii 
the new flavour and the renewed health, by the 
dense of lasic and by the mimclc reoeviinE him 
that tasted, atlected, with twofold witness 
per^ct laying aaidc of the uld niao and puttitijj 
of the new. 

II. Nor did created things alone obey 
sr^rvaol of God at hia beck, but everywhere 
very providenci' of the Creator atoopcd unto his 
gui>d pleaiure. I'hus, on a time when hia body 
was weighed down by the suffering of many in- 
firmities Khgftiicr, he had a yeaming for some 
tuneiul BOund thai might incite him unto slfidnciis 
of iipiril, yet discreel decorum would not nllow 
this to tx: tendiTed l>y human agency,— ihcn 
the Angela gavt- their services to ftiliil the good 
pleoKure of the holy mnn. For one night while 
he van wakeful, and meditating on the Lord, on a 
sudden was hcutd the aound of a lyre of wondrous 
harmony and sweetest time. No one waa tu be 
seen, but th« coming and going of a lyrist wai 
Ixiokencd by the volume of sound, now here, nO' 
there. With his mind uplifted unHj God, he 
joyed buch sweetness from that melodious strain 
that he thought him to have exchangeti thit world 
for another. This wan not hidden from the 
Brethren that were his claie companionit, who oft-^l 
liinrH jfrcelvecl. Ivy siosured tokens, thai hi.' wal^l 
viiiiied of ihe Lord with such exceeding and con- 
lbit.ll consohtionii an thai he could not utterly 
hulr them. 

II. On another time, while the man 
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with 3 Biuthcr i'oc companioni was making his Light in 
way w preafh Iwiwi-cn Lombardy and the March darkness 
of Trctiao, and wis nigh the Po, the uliadowy 
datkncH of night suipri«cd them. And since 
ihfir way vian bcnet by many and groai dangers 
by r<;a»njfi of ihc darkncis, the river, and the 
mDrahcs, his companion said unio ihi- hnly man ; 
" Pray, Father, that we be delivered ftom tnsiant 
pwil. ' Unto whom the cnan of God made 
answer with great confidtnce : "God is aWf, if it 
be His sweei will, to put to flight the thick dark- 
ness, and to giant us ihe blessing of light." Scarce 
had he ended lii» a[jwch ere, lo! such a ureal 
light begun to shine araund them with heavenly 
radiance that, while for others it wai dark 4)ijiht, 
they could ace in the dear li^ht not their road 
only, but many things round about. By the lead- 
ing a( thi* light they were guidcil in body and 
cooaoled in spirit, until they arrived safi-ly, singing 
divine hymns and laudv, at their place of lodging 
that was sortie lung way distant. Consider how 
wnndruus was the jiurity of this man, how great 
hiH meriCH, that at his ijeck the lire nhmild 
K'nii>er its heat, water ihould i;hanj>c its flavour, 
ar)geltc mii«tc !<.h<Jiild alford him solace, and li(ili( 
from heaven leading ; thus it was evident that the 
whole frame of' the world wax obedient unto the 
Ci.wiie crated senses of tlie holy man. 




CHAPTER VI 



or HIS HUMiLirv avo obedience 

AHD or THE I>1V1NE CONDE SCANSIONS SIIEWK UNTO 
HIM AT WILL 

Hmnilitjr i- Hvmilitv, the guurdian snd glory of all 
vinucit, abounded in rich TulncGs in the man t£ 
God. In his uwn c^limntion, h-c wa* niiuj>ltt but 
a yinner, whrrcus In vciy iruth he wa^ the mirror 
and tiright[ics8 of all NaimJinesn. In hiimiliiy ii? 
ltrov(^ to build himKcir up, as a wise iii.-iitcrbuiJdr-r 
laying the fiiiitid.iiiiin ihat he had leaint of Clirist. 
He would «iy thai for this end the Son of God 
hod come down from the heightn, and from His 
Father'* bosom, unto our mean estate, to wit, that 
both by ersample and precept our Lord and 
MwliT nitghi icnch humility. Wherefore Francis, 
as ft disciple of Christ, »trcvc ever to make liiiti- 
self of no eiltecm in his own and other mna'i eyes, 
mindful [>f thai saying of the grt-ateal Teacher ; 
"That which is highly esteemed siiiung men in 
abominTilion in the sight of God." 'I'his loo he 
was wont to say, " A man's worth is what he \» 
in the sight of Cod, and no more." Accordingly, 
he deemed it a fool's pan to be uplifted by the 
applause of the world, but he rejoiced in nilingii, 
iind won saddened by praise, lie would liefer 
hear hiniwlf reviled than piniue^, knowing that 
railing leadeih unto amendment, while praiiie ini- 
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peikth toward a fall. Wherefore ofnimes whe-n A public 
folk exilted the merits of his saintliness. he would «»>■ 
Ud one of the Brethren offer him a cancrui, by fessloo 
pouring cuntcmpiuiiiua wottU intu hu can. And 
when that Brulher, albeit against his will, enlled 
hint a luut and no hireling one unikiUed and un- 
jiivfilable, he would rtjuice m spirit and in 
countenance alike, and would make answer: "The 
Lord bless thee, dcoteet sdd, for ihou hast siioken 
Word» most true, and such as it Ix-coniech ihe son 
of Petet Betnardime to hear." 

2. Now that he might niaie hiniself contemned 
ot others, tic sgiared not hit Khaniefautnexs, but in 
pleaching before ihc whole folk laid bare his 
foil in ga. It befell once that, whJie wt-ighed 
down by sickness, he had some little relaxed the 
strictness ol his abalinence, with the intent of 
tcgttining bin health. But whin that he bad 
recovered his bodily strength, this true despiser 
of self was inspired to rebuke hifl uwii tli-dh. 
" It in pot fitting," iaith he, " that the folk 
slujuld believe jiie to observe abstinence while 
that I, on the contrary, do refresh my body in 
secret." Accordingly, he arose, kindled with 
the spirit t)f holy humility, and, calling the fuik 
toftelher in an open apice of the eily of AsBini, he, 
lOReihcr with many Brethren thnt he had brought 
with him, made a solemn emrance into the 
Cathedra] Church, and then, with a rope tied 
found hib nick, and naked aai'e for his bret-chea, 
bade them ilrag him in the siight of all unto the 
■tone whereupon criniinals were wont to be set for 
puiiishiiicni. Maunting il, albeit he was Huffcring 
from (luartan fewr and weakness, and the ae.ison 
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H« waJi bittiTly cold, hr preathixi wilh much poww 
ahimnctb of gjiirit, and, while all gave ear, declared that he 
P™*** onght not ti> bp honoiirwl as a spiritual mnn, but 
that rather he i>ught to be despised oi :il\ as a 
fleshly glutton. Then they that wore present 
and Beheld thin amazing «ight, nmrveUrd, and, 
for that they hiid long known his auHteritiei, 
were devoutly pricked to the heart, exdaimiajt 
that huinility after this aort were ewier ndtnin-d 
than imitated. Yet, albeit thin srcmed rather 
like unlo the prodigy foretold of the prophet 
than an ennample, it set forth a patti^rn nf perfect 
humility, whereby the follower of Chrint wni 
latij^ht that he aujiht tu dmpine the >auniiiig nf 
a transient pr;iiw.-, and restrain the [lonip of 
awellinij pride, and refute the 1lc« of a deceitful 
He mill an ce. 

3- Many things aOer thi« nort he ofttimi;* did, 
that outwardly he might become ae it were a 
vpHttel that petishelh, while inwardly he p<M8e«sed 
the spirit of Banc till cation. He Nuught to hide in 
the aecret )>laces of hia heart the favours of hi« 
Lord, loch to reveal them and so gain praise, 
thai nii^ht be an occadion of falling. Ofltimcs, 
whc-Ti he was glorified of many, he would H|>eak 
after tliis wise : " I may yet have son* arid 
daushlrrH, praise nic not aa unc that in sate. 
No man ihuuld be jiraiscd before that his end 
be known." Thin onto them that praised him, 
umu hiniuelt this : " Had the Mo«t High shewn 
«uch favours unto a robl<cr, he -would have been 
better pleaniiig than thou, Kranci»." Ofttiniea he 
would say unto the llrrlhren : " Concerning all 
tbnt a sinner can do, Dene au)(hi tu llatcet hinmclt 
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rith «iKlner*«l pnaie. A dnoo. (he MOih), caa Holy 
'^'i P>'*y> l>nmx, aad BtoruSj Iw mni body, — n k t-t t mrr 
hix OIK thi&g br caaaot do, to vk, tw biwat 
Dlo hU l.Dird. In iku, thn^ wc m»J ^"ft >f 
IV rn»dcr udio tbe LW the ^My that ■ Hk 
iMk and if, while wniiv him UiUuUy, «e 
icribe DDUt Him whUaorwr H* giTeth." 

4. Now tlus Goapd mcrdant. — that br m^tu 

D mioy wayi maXr profit, and tnake tbe wlMle 

ime that now ix be twscd into nmit, — wn &>b 

nt M> much lu be •« in autbonty h to be Kt 

nder anthorily, tMC so much to commtBd u to 

bey. Wbcrrforr, pnng up his oAicr unio ilw 

Aiamta General, he sog^ a Warikat unto 

vhoce will he iBi^ht nbtnit biia in all ihinfp. 

For he numtaintd th« the fruit oT holy 

pbedimcc was eo rich a« that they who placed 

llwir necka under her yoke ipent no potlKKi of 

'w-ir time without profit ; wborrforr br ww cirr 

wunt to promtMT and 10 rcodrr obrdirnce onto the 

" her that vu hit coatpanion. He ntid oace 

into hia conipanion« : " Amoo^ other gifu that 

jthe tltrini- gnudnrm hath deigned to bestow u)Mn 

me, ii hath confcJKd this grace, that 1 u-ould as 

liMtltiilty obey the novict of sn hour, were he 

appuinted unto mc for Warden, an I wciulil the 

olde«t and wineat Brother. The tubordtnutev 

{■nith br), ouj;ht to regard htm chat i« tec in 

authority oiTr hint not u a man, but w Him 

for lo»e of Whom he doth make himaeli subjeL-t. 

And the more dc-snicaWc in he thitt oomnmnfipth, 

the more sccrptable i» the humility of him that 

©bryeth." 

When unce it was eot^uircd of him what man 
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Pftfkbltt thould b* c«leom«l truly obtdimt, he set bcforr 

of thetlirnt u an cnsftnipic ihc similitude of a dead 

™° IxKly. " Lift up,'' naiiJi he, "a dtad body, and 

' place it whore ihftu will. Thou sliah sec it will 

not murniiif at being iiioveiJ, it wi!! not comnlnin 

of where it is srt, it will not cry out if left ihi-re. 

If it he Mi in a lofty scat, it will look not up, haX 

duwn> If it he clad in pur]>lc, ii hut rrdoiiWeth 

it* pallor. Thi)i, (saith he), is the tnily abedicni 

man, who reanonetK not why he \b moved, who 

cnroih not whcro he be placed, who iirgeth not 

thai he should be iransferred ; who, when set in 

■uthority, ]>i«)icrvcth bin wonted humility, and the 

more he is honuurtd, considereth himsrlf the 

more unworthy." 

J. He laid once unto hi« companion: "I 
e«[«eR) not myself to W a Brother Minor unit's* 
I be in the ilale that I shall describe utila thre, 
I.O now, I Kupposc mc to he one act in authority 
over the Brethren; I gi> unto the Chapter, I 
preach unto the Brethren and exhort them, and 
al the end thcv speiilt agoinst me, naying: "Thou 
niielike«l us, for that thou ad unlettered, flow of 
Hwech, a fool, and simple," and thus I am cast 
forth with reviling, little esteemed of all. I tell 
iher, — unleiis I can hear such words with un- 
changed countenance, with unchanged gladness 
i)f spirit and unchanged holy intent, — -I am 
vainly called a Prother Minoi." And he added, 
"In exalted place there is the fear of fall, in 
jiniacii a ptccipiee, in the humility of a sulmiiHsive 
spirit there in profit. Why then do wi- liwk for 

EiIb rather than profits, when we have had lime 
towed on us that we msy niake profit therein ? " 
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From thit same rnvm o( hninilky, FfancU The true 
was mindnl that hi« Brrthrwi fhouM be CilM bj' SfJ"**"' 
the name of Mimn, and th« the ralcr* of hi» "''"*'■ 
Order ahcniW be called Niinirtcr*, that tho* he 
mighl employ (he very words o( tfie Coipd iImI 
hi- had irowcid lo obscnT, and that hu lollovcrt 
Riijiht l«in ffofli their »ery nsme that thejr Had 
conie lo (earn humility in the ^hool uf (he humble 
Christ. For that Teacher of humility, Christ 
JevuB, when He would leach His discipin what 
■was jierfrci humility, said: "Whosoever will he 
great among you, let him be your minister and 
whoM>c*er will be chief amang you, let him be 
your servant," 

When ihcreFore the lord liishop of Ostia, the 
prnlcctnf and thief hfljirr of the Order of Brothers 
Minor, (lie that afterward, a* the holy man had 
foretold, was raierd unto the dignity oi'the Snprenie 
Pontilicatc, under the name of Gregory the 
Ninth), enquired of hirn whether it would be 
his will for his Brethren to he promoted unto high 
jilsces in the Church, he nLidc answer : " Lord, 
my Brethren be called Minors -with this very 
intenT, that they may not arrogate unlo iheiUBclTcs 
to be eallcd greater. If thou art fain, (saith he], 
that they should bear fruit in the Church of Cod, 
maintain and keep them in the stale of their call- 
ing, and in no wise suffer them to n.ic unto ruler- 
<ihip in the Church." 

6. Now since in hiniself as well as in them 
that obey he set humility hcliire all honours, tJod, 
Who lorclh the humhlc, deemed him worthy of 
loftier heights, an a vision sent from heaven made 
evident unto a Brother that was of an cRpecial 
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The holJiiMts and dcvoutncsA. For he had been in the 
tbrone in company of the man of God, and. togMher with 
tiG3vcn j,j^,^ iijjj ix^n prnying with fervour of spirit in a 
certain deserted church, when, falling inio an 
pcBtasy, he beheld among many seau tn hwn'm 
one that wai more honoaraWe than ihc rest, 
adutned with pTccioua monra, and shining witb 
utmost spkndour. Marvelling withiti himself at 
the HplcnJtmr of thin cxnitcti throne, lie began to 
consider with anxious thought *hft should be 
deemed worthy to s\\ th<T<*ti. Thrn, an he con- 
sidered, he heard a voice Haying uiilt> him ; "This 
Neat jjcitained tinto one of the fallen Angels, and 
is DOW kcjit for the humble Francis." At length, 
when the Brother had come back unto hioiself 
from that trance of prayer, he followed Ihc holy 
man iw he went forth, a« wm his woni. And as 
they w;vlt;cd by the way, conrersing of God each 
in turn, chat Brother, not unmindful of his vision, 
enquired of him discreetly whut he thought of 
himiiclf. And the humble serTunt of Chrirt 
anawercd him : "I think myself the chief of 
BinnefB." When the Brother said in opposilion 
that he could not, with b sound conscience, my 
or feel this, Francis added: "If any man, how- 
soever guilty, had rcceiied such mercy from 
Chriit ai I, I eerily think he wmild h.ivc been 
far more acccjiiable unto God than I." Then, 
l>y the bearing of auch marrellous buniility, the 
brother was aisuicd of the truth of the lisioa 
that had be<-n shewn btm, knnurinK by the witnnoi 
of the Holy Go«pel that the truly humble Hhall be 
exalted unio that cJLcellent glory whercFruin the 
proud is cast dnwn. 
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~. On Bnolh<;r ttnic, when that he wa.i pr.-iying Ofccrtaia 
in a descried church in ihe proiincc of Masaa, relics 
righ Monte Caadc, he learnt through the {spirit 

that certain holy relics hadbetn deposited there. ^J 

Perceiving with sorrow that for a long timt past ^H 

they hud been dcprtveii o( the reverence due unto ^^| 

th«ni, he bade the Brethren bring them untg ^H 

the place, witli ,-i!l honour. Jiiit when, tieed nrie- ^H 

iiig, he had d^jiaited from ihcni, his soni! were ^^| 

forgetful ol" their Father's l>cheBl, imd regkclcd ^H 

ihf merit of obedience. Then on a day, when ^H 

they were fain to celebrate the holy mysteries, ^H 

and the upper covering of the dltar won removed, ^H 

ilw^y found, not without amazencnt, some boneu 1 

*i)(lit fair and fragrant, hchoiding the rclicii thai ■■ 
the power of God, not nien'u liands, had brought 

thither. Returning shnrtly after, the man devoted ^J 

unto God hcgan to make dtli)>ent cnc^uiry whether ^^| 

hiH behest, concerning the relicx had \xex\ carried ^H 

out. The Brethren humbly confessed their «iii ^H 

of neglected ubedience, and gained pardon, with ^H 

an award of penance. And tlie holy man said : ^H 

"UleKsed be the Lnrd my God, Who Himself ^H 

hnth fulfilled that which ye ought to have done." ^H 

Consider hcedfully the care of the divine provi- ^H 

drncc for our dust, and weigh the goodness of ^H 

the humble Fr.inci.i, thnt did excel la the sight ^H 

of God. I'or when man obeyed noc his bidding. ^H 

God Chilled his desires. ^| 

X. C<miinj; on a tiaic unto Iniula, be approached ^| 

the Hinhop of the city, and humbly besought him ^| 

that, with his sanction, he might call the people ^H 

toother to preach unto them. The Bishop ^H 

anHwered him harshly, saying: "It sutiiceth, ^H 
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The Brother, that I myself iiroach iini-j my (m 
Siahop of I'rancif, in hii iruc humUily, lx)w«rd liis ln.-al 
_lnioi«^j,ij( (;,r[|, J |j„wbtit, afU-T a shari space, 
turned into the hoiiac. When ihr Bishnji, 
in wintli, .liltfvi i)r him what he (iii-ani hy cti 
again, hr rriilitit, whh huniility alike of hearq 
•oice, " Lfird, if a iarhrr drive his non for' 
one door, he niuNt enter again by antrther." 
quishrd hy his humility, ihi- bishop cnibracnl 
with «R« mien, saying: "Thou and all 
BrethffW «hall frnm henceforward have n gcnJ 
litcrur in jircach throughout my diocese, for il 
thy holy humility hath earned." 

9. It befell once ihat he came unui Areczo 
s time when the whole city was ahakcn by a civ 
war ttiai threatened its speedy ruin. As he wa 
lodjpng in the ouiBkirtu of the city, he beheld thJ 
demona exulting above it, unci iittiaming the angrj 
citi^tetis unto mutun) shughter. Then, that h« 
niij;ht jiut to flight those powers of the air that 
were siirring uji the strife, lie «eul forward sa hia 
lierald Itrolher Silvester, a man of doirelike 
Bimpliriiy, noying : "Go out before (he city 
gate, and, on behalf Of God Almighty, command 
the demons in ihe power of obedience to de|>an 
with all speed." The Brother, in hi« true obedi- 
cncc, hastened lo perform his Father'* behetit*, 
and, coming before the jiresence ol the Lord with 
ihnnktgiving, began to cry with a loud toim 
before the city gate : "On behalf «if God Al- 
mighty, Biid at the Itiddin^ of Hi* servant Prancia, 
depart fnt from henc-e, all ye demon* I " At 
one* the city wan restored unto 3 slate of peace, 
*nd alt the citizens pcucefully and ijuietly l>cgan 
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to favliiun antrw ihcir civil laws. Thus when ilic Demons 
raging anogiince of thv demonji Kad been driven P(Jt lo 
out, ihal had held thf city as it were in a Hate of "'Snt 

uiege, the wisdom of the poor, to wii, the huenility ^m 

of Pfanciu, came unrn ttii aid, and restored peaoe, ^M 

sod Mvcd ihc city. For by the mcHl of the ^M 

ftifficalt virtue of humble obedience, he oKained ^M 

m powrrfid an auilinriry over thnne rehelljouii and ^M 

inuulent spirit-i as (hut he could restrain their fierce ^M 

arrogance, and put in Dight iheir Uvleitii nioleiitiiliun. ^M 

10. The proud demons flee before the lofty H 

virtues of the humhle, save when Bl timci the ^M 

diTine mercy pcrmitteih thent to bulfct tht'iii that ^M 

humility may be preserved, even as the Apostle H 

Paul wntcth concerning hima^lf, and ns Francis ^M 

learnt by experience. For when the lurd Car- ^M 

dinal of Sta. Croce, Leo, did invite bim to tarry ^M 

(br a while wtch him in Rome, he htimbly agreed ^M 

therninio, for the rererence and love that he bore ^M 

hini> Wbrn on the first night, his prayeTH ended, ^H 

he was fain to sleep, the demons rose up sgitinst ^M 

thr toldici <ir Christ, cruelly a;ttscking him, and, ^M 

■when they had beaten him long and sorely, nl the ^U 

InKt left him as it were half dead. On their ^M 

departure, the man of God called his companion, ^M 

and when he cannc, related imto him the whole ^| 

(iftair, adding : "I beli<;vc, Brother, that the ^M 

ilenionK, whn can avnil naught »iavc in no far ai ^M 

the divine providence permttteth them, hare now ^H 

ussallcd me thus furiously bccauKc that my lodging H 

in the pnlnciii of the great affordeth no good en- H 

nnmple. My brethren that sojourn in poor little ^M 

BbodcH, when they hear that I lodge with CardinalK, H 

will pcrclmiicc surmise that I am being catsngled H 



66 



LIFE OF SAINT FRAHCI3 






Hcrcf in ttffirlilly nffiiirs, thnl 1 jiiti carrifNl »way 
towua tionotirt j'iiiii nie, and tlmt I ani abounding 
?"*'**■''* !u)iuritrB. Wht-rrforc I d«m it better that he 
who u set for an cniBiniile should shun palacM, 
and should wjilk himiMy among the humble in 
hutiibk abodcB, thw hf may make thusf (hat \ie»t 
poverty filrong, by himself benring the iilte," At 
tiwrn, ihiT, they cnmc and, humbly cxcunng 
ihcniKclves, look f.ia-wdl uf the Cardinal. 

1 1 . The holy man did in trulli luathc uride^ — 
■he root of all cvUs, — and disubcdience, itR moKt 
evil offspring, yet none ihe less he would alwav 
receive the humiltty of the penitent. It Urrrll 
once that n certain Brother wna brought unlii him 
who had tfan»grcsaed against the rule of ubedicnei^ 
and deserved correction by a just discipline. But 
the man of God, perceiving by manifest luken« 
ihat that Brother was truly contrite, wis moved 
by his love of humility to spare him. Howbeit, 
■hat the easiness of gaimcig pardon should not be a 
pretext unto others fbr wrongdoing, he baidc that 
hiN hood thuuld he taken from that Brother, and 
cast into the midst of the flames, tlut all might 
liikr note by wh.it grave punishment iim of dis- 
otiedieoce were to be chastised. When the hood 
hwl lain for some time in the midst of the (lie, he 
bade that it ahimld be wilhdrawn from the fluniw, 
and restored unto the Brother that was humbly 
prnitcni. Marvellous lo relate, the hood, whelt 
withdrawn from the midfit of the flaiiifn, sliewtd 
no trace of burning. Thus it oanie to pass that, 
through this one miracle, God commended both 
the viiiuc of the huly niBD, and tbc hiunility of 
pcflilence. 
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Tiuu the humility of Frauds is nwet to be The 
imitated, that even on earth gained such wcxidrous P"*!? "^ 
boaoOT as that God condescended unto his desires, "nimiitj 
and changed the teeiings of men, diove forth the 
arrogance of demons at his bidding, and by a mMc 
gesture bridled the ravenous flames. Verily, this 
humility it is that exalteth tht»n that possess it, 
and that, while paying respect unto all, from all 
gaineth honour. 





The !• Among other gifts a( gtacct thai Pmnd] 
Lady had rectrjvcd from iht buumwius Givtr, he niirited 
fOy erty ,y abound, aa by an espcciiil jircfogalivc alJ Ilia 
UWii> in iht riches of siniiilicily, thtu-ugh hxa \o' 
of Bublinioit Piivcriy. *1 ht- lioly man rcgardi 
Poverty as the fiimiliar fritnd of tin- Son of G. 
and ua one now rejected by the whiilc wurld, hi 
van zealous to cspuiise her with ULich a ccinsta 
afTcction as that not Only did bo leave father a: 
mother for her sake, hut he did even part wilh 
that might tiayc been his. For none was ever 
»o greedy of gold as he of povcity, nor did any 
rnan ever guard treasure more anxiotiNJy ihaji he 
this Go'*i>el pearl. Onf thing mute than aughl 
else was diapleasing in his eyco, to wil, if he 
beheld aught in the lirclhreti that wan not wholly 
in accord with [laveny. He himself, vcxily, from 
his entrance into the Religion until his death V/m 
cimtent with, and counted himself rich with, a 
tunic, a cord, atid breeches. Ofttimes with teara 
he would recall unto mind the poverty of Cbrat 
Jesus, and of Hia Mother, declaring Poverty to be 
the queen of virtues inasmuch as she nhorie forth 
thus excellently m the Kin}> of KingA and in tht- 
Ouecii His Mother. And when the Brethren in 
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council uttkL-d of him whkU virtue ivouJil render a Her ex- 
man most pleasing unio Chrisi, he answered, as cdtencca 
though laying bare tlic secret thought of hi« heart, 
" Ye know, lirttliren, that poverty is an especial 
way of GalvBtion. being as tl werr the food of 
humitity, and the root oi peHection, and her fruits 
are iiianifyld, alUnt iiidden. For poverty ia that 
treosuie hid in a field of the Gospel, which la buy 
a man would sell all that he hath, and the ihin^^x 
that cmiiioi be »o\d are to be detpiscd in coni- 
parison thprcwith." 

t. He also snid, "He that wuuld attain this 
hvight m\iU Kceds in uU ways renounce, nui alwoc 
lh« wisdum of the world, but evi-n knowtpdge uf 
letters, ao ilinl, dispossessed of such an inheritance, 
he may go in the Gircogih of cbc Lord, and give 
httnaelf up rakt-d into the arms of the Crucified. 
For in vain doth he utterly renounce the world 
who kwjjLth in the secret places of hia heart i 
shrine for his own aennes. ' Oftiimea indeed 
would he discourse uf poverty, impressing on the 
brethren that saying of the Uospd, "The foxe^ 
hnve holes, and the birds of the air have nests, 
but the Son of Mnn hath not wliere to lay III) 
Head." Wherefore he would teach the Brcthcen 
that, after the fashinn uf the poor, iht^ should 
build poor little housi-s, wherein they should dwell, 
not UK their ownciK, but u» pilgrimi! and strangers 
dwell in other men's houses. For he said thut 
the rules of pilf-rinis were to abide under a strange 
roof, to thirst for their fatherland, and to pa«g on 
their way in peace. More than once, he hade 
houses thnt had been bulll be [nilled down, or (hr 
Brethren removed thence, if he saw in iheni aught 
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" Poverty 'hat by jnurrn of owncnhip or of magnU'icend 
the fotin- wait Oppoutd umu Goepcl poverty. Poverty h_ 
dation deciafe^ i^ be the fbundaliwn of his Order, and, 
with this iirst kid m a Ikisih, he said the wliolc 
tdilict; of the Reli)i[ion would u> rest upon it as 
thai, white it tiood firm, (he Religion atood lirm^^ 
v/tn a overthrown, thut other likewise would fa^H 
tfverthrown ftoui the foundstions. ^^ 

J, Knrthmiiore, hr taught, as he had leamt by 
rcTplatinn, that the entrance into holy Religion 
must be made through that uaying pf clic Gospel ; 
"If thuu wilt ke perfect, gtj and sell that thou 
hast, and give to the poof " ; and accotdingly he 
would admit Done iniu the Order that hnd not 
(!isp(>Bsr«wd thc-niielvea, keeping absolutely naught 
hack, ixith bccaasL- of the Jmying of the Holy 
Gotfpci, and thai there might be no treaau re-chests 
laid up 111 cause eeandal. Thus, when a certain 
man, in the March of Ancona, »ougtit to he 
received into the Order) the true putriacch uf the 
poor mode answer : " If than an fain to bo joiowl 
unto ihe poor of Christ, part thy goods among 
lite pool of thin world." Hearing thin, the man 
Moat:, and, led by carnal afTectLon, bequeathed his 
goods unto hia own kin, and naught unto the 
poor liui when the holy man heard of thla fcoiu 
bin own mouth, he chid him with stem reiiroots, 
Kiyini^ ; " Go thy way, brother (ly, for thou hast 
not yn gotten thee out fn>m thy kindred and 
from thy tiither'n houie. Tlitiu hunt given ihv 
goods unto thy kin, and hast cheattxl the pour, 
ihou urt nut meet fot the holy poor. Thou host 
beKUn in the tiesib, and haat Laid but a ahakinp, 
foutMJation lor a apifituni ctliiioc." Then that 
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cama) mui mvrMd muo bis kin, and might iq;atQ Povftrt; 
W« good*, the- wKich be wa» not mind«d ttt be- *t *II 
(]iKWb ono the poor ; thus qnicldy he otondonnl ""** 
liu vimoiH tntem. 

4. At Mtmher limr^ tbrrr wm in thr plun' of 
Sain) Mary of the Liltk Ponion nich »i:ar>;itT m 
that ihry could not proi-id<^ for the gum BretlirM 
as their nwdi ijcnundcd. According It, hU Vicar 
went unt» the man of Gtxl, plnding the d«stini- 
titm of ihi- Brrthmi, and begging that he would 
pcrniit sonic portion of the novices' gooda to be 
rccatnL-d on their cniranct-, to that the Brrthn-n 
might reiort thereunto for their e>:prnditurr in 
times of need. Unto whom Francin, imtructtd 
in the heuvcoly counK-la, moAc rqilv: " Far be it 
from m, dcsrett Brother, to set wick»dly againtn 
the Rule fat the saltc of any man whnoiBOevcr, 
I had Ucfer that thou shouldet stri;i the iilcsr of the 
glorioae Virgin, when uur need d^m.-indt^h it, than 
that thuu sSiouMst attt^mpt j^ughi, be it but a little 
thing, against our vow of [loveriy and ihc obecrv- 
nnce ot* ihc Gospel. For the llltfiw-d Virgin 
would be b«t<T jileased that hc( altar (.hould Ix; 
dnpoilcd, and the counsel ol' the Holy Goii>eI 
jieriectly ItilfilW, than thai her nliar aliauld lie 
adorned, aoil die counKcl given by her Son ict 
oside." 

5. When on a time the man of God was pass- 
ing, with I companion, thmugh Apulia, and wait 
nigh iintD Bari, hu found in the mad a gtcac purse, 
awetling as though full of coinH, such m in the 
common speech ii called funia. 'I'hc poor man 
of Chrihi wan exhorted, and cainestly bcKJUf;ht, bj 
hiH coiii[jai)iu(i, III lift the |iun»> from tht- itround. 
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The nod distribute the money aiiiofig tlit; poor. But 

«w« of ihc mm of God refiiicd. d«clnring that there was 

the pufM jomp drviltth contrivance in ilic punc that ilicy 

had found, and that what the Unnhct wiu ptu- 

posing W3ti DO Rood deed but a sin, to wit, takinj; 

J^oode not their own and giving llicni awuy. They 
cfi the s[>ot, and haitu'ncd to cumpletc the journey 
on which they had entered. Howbcit, that Brother 
would ttoi hold his pence, deceived hy an rni|>ty 
piety, hut stiil vexed the own of God, at though 
he wcri! one who cared naught for iclievinit the 
dcKiUttion of the poor. At_!eagjl) [he- gentl e 
Fran cig comcnted to return" u ""■ rhr nt'vtj-trt -to 
flllCt the desire ol Ihe Brochei', but_tu.UiunadL^e 
gllM jFTht devil . AccoidllSftly, (cturninn where 
Ih6~|iun6 lay, wih the iSruihcr and with a youth 
who wai on the rcud, he lint prayed, and then 
bode hb companion take it up. The Brother 
trembled and wos .idtead. now prcsDp,in}[ some 
dtviliah pnrti'nt j ncverthcleas, by reason t>f (he 
command uf holy wbeiiicnc*, he conquered the 
doiibtt of hi* heart, and strt^chod Jonh his hand 
untu the uur^e. l.o ! n *eri>ent of no itiean size 
teapit forth from the putsie, auti at once vanished 
Ingethcr witli it, shewing thai it had been a Htiare 
of the devil. The wilea of the enemy's cunning 
being ihua app.irent, the holy man said unto hit 
MRipanion: "Money, O my brother, is unto the 
■ervants of God naught else than the devil «ad a 
poisonous icfpcnl." 

6. After this, a wondrous thing befell the holy 
mas whDe that, at the call of a pressing need, he 
wat beuktnR him unto ihe city (if Sietia. Thrtr 
poor women, alike in all reipecta as to heif.hi. 
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ngCt und couoienance, met htm on tbi- wide plain Appaii 
between Cumpiglio and San Quirico, prof&ring s tion itt 
new grming by way of gift: " Welcome," said 
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Ihfy, "Ludy Poverty!" Ac these words, thai 
true lover of iiovcrty was filW witli joy un»poak- 
abie, inosiimcli as thete was iiauj;ht in him that he 
would so lief have saluted by men as thai whereof" 
they had matte mention. On a sudden the women 
vanixhed, whcreujion the Brethren that were his 
cuntpanions pondered on their wondroua resera- 
blnoce each unl<i die other, and on the newness ol 
their greeting, their appearing, and their sanishing, 
and deemed, not withuui reason, tliat Kome mystery 
was thereby wgnified coincemiiig rhe holy man. 
Verily, by those three piJ«r woinen,^ — for such 
they seemed,— with such resemblance in counte- 
nance, thai met him, that gave him stich unwonted 
greeting, and that lo nuddcnly vanished, it was 
fittingly shewn that the beauty of Gospel perfec- 
tion, — touching chastity, to wit, and obedience, 
and poverty, — ghore forth peifectly in kindred 
form in the ninn of God ; howbeit, he h.id chosen 
to make his chief boasi in ihe privilege of Po*cny, 
whom he was wunt tu name now his mother, any/ 
bin btiile, now hifl lady. In this, he was greedy 
to uurpuB^ others, he who thereby had learnt lo 
ihiitk himself of less account than all others. 
Actonlingly, if ever he saw any man who, judging 
by his outward ap{>earance, was poorer than hini- 
«ctf, he would forthwith blame himself, and ilit 
himself up unto the like, as ihuuKh, striving 
jealously after ]}Ovcrty, he feared to be outdone 
by that other. 

It chanced once that he met a poor man on the 
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Tht rood, and) t^cholding hia nokcdncfft, wa» ncrick 
>g"ity of the heart, and aaid uith a lighiogi vaicv untt 
Pe»erty companion; "This nun's destitution haili bro 
on ui) great rrpruacli, for wc have chuacn Pmv 
u our great riche-i, and lo! she shineth forth 
clearly ■□ him." 

-. By irsson of his love for holy Poverty, 
tcrvant of Almighty God had far liefer {lartakc 
aJni* lH-j(gc<l front door to door than of food 
hcforr him. THhb, if ever he was invited by 
folk, who would fiiin honoor him by a wcll-» 
board, he wuld fimi beg cnistB of bn-.id from thi 
iK-ighbourin)> huiiM-t, und then, llius enriched in hi 
pOTcrty, sit down at the board. Once he did thus 
when he had been invited by the lo'fd Bishop oJ" 
Ovtin, who lo*ed the piiui iiiun of Chriu with an 
i-s|]CCLal aflcCliOR, and when the Bishop coiupluincd 
that il brought >hnnie ujhhi him thnt u guenl ni hia 
table nliould go forth lur ^ilms, the servant of (lod 
niude answer : "My lord, I have dune you -i /reut 
honour, while hnn<turing a greater Lord. For 
|iou-t(y Li well-ple.tuing unio ihv l.urd, and tlot 
before alt which is a ftev-will lieggiiry fur the 
lake of Chiin. This royal dignity, — that the 
Lord Jems touk upon Hint wheo fi>r our ukis 
He bccainc |wor, that we ihiough His poverty 
mi^ht be rich, and tliiii He nii]>ht make them that 
bt- intly poor io apirii kings and hein of the 
Kingdom of Heaven, — 1 am not mindcil to 
abandon for a lee of deceptive riches lent unto 
Vou for an hour." 

9. OftiimM when he was cxhi>riing the Brethren 
to go forth for »lm>i, he wuuld ti[>enk on ihit wi«e: 
" Go fonh," aaiih he, '■ «n« at this clcvini ' 
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hour the IlcQthcrg Minor haic bn^n lent untu ifai: 
waild, that the niinibct of the dea may be in 
ihi-m folfilW i wherefotP ihey shall be praised by 
the Judge, and vhall hcur these niQnt dclcctabli: 
words : "Inasmuch as ye ha^e donu it unto one 
of the least <if theae My brethren, yc hayc dorc 
it unto Mc>" Accordinglyi tie would suy it wii» 
a deligliisome thing to beg under the name of 
Btxiihets Minor, since the Master of Conpel 
iriith had with His own mouth thus Kpukea of lltat 
name, — -" the least," — in ihe rewarding (it the just. 

Moreover, on the chief Feasts, when opporluiiUy 
offered, he was wont to go begging, saying that 
in the Iwly poor waa ftilfillcd that prophecy : 
"Man did ear. Angels' fijod." For he said that 
bread was truly Angcln' fwd that was hcggtd 
for the love of God, iind with the aid of tlic 
blcMed Angels, and that holy Poverty gathered 
from door In door, where it wait bvtituwcd for 
love of hef. 

9. Accordingly, when he was once aojourning 
(in the holy t^aaier Day in arr herniiiage so diaiant 
from the dwelling* nf men au that he could not 
conveniently go foilh to beg, mindful of Hini 
Who on that day had appeared unio the dinciplea 
going unto Emmaus in the guise of a pjl^'im, he, 
iis a pilgrim and beggar, did aiik alms from the 
Brethren theniaclvcs. And, having humbly re- 
ceived them, he laiight thcni in holy diecouruc 
that while piiflsing ihrougb the wilderness of ihc 
world aa pilgrims and strangers, and Israelites 
indeed, they might celebrate continually, as thow 
poor in spirit, (he Lord'* Paiaover, to wit, Hia 
dciiaiturc from this world untu the Foiher. And 
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PvTCrty since in asking alma hr won niovtxi, not liy dcsiTt 
succour- for gain, bet by a fm Jiiirit, God, ihc Fatlitr of 
mo^ ihe poor, seemed to have an wppci.il care of him. 
TailM '°' ^' chanced oocc [bar the tcrvani <if ihf 
l-otd hid been wtighcd down by sitkn^B in tlic 
place called Nocera, and was being brought back 
unto Assisi by an honouralilv escort, seni for thin 
purpose by the devotion of ihe people of Assisi. 
And they, cflcorttng the sewant of Christ, reached 
A poor lidle hamlet, Sairiano hy tiAiue, whithn, 
since thri; hunger and ihe hour deni;iiidcd itt 
they went to seek food, but, finding naught that 
they could buy, ri-Uimed empty handed. 1 hen 
[he holy man snid unto them : " Naught have ye 
found, for that ye put more trust in your file* 
than in God," — for he was wont lo call money 
ffir/i "But go back, (aaith he), among the 
houses thAt ye have visited, and, offering the love 
of Cod aa your payment, humhly ask an alms. 
And do not by a false reckoning wtecm this b 
thing nhanielid or base, sinee the great AlniGgiver 
hath in His abounding giiottneMn granted all things 
an alms unto the worthy and unworthy ahke, af(«f 
we have ginned." Then Ihoae knights laid aside 
their shaniefantneas, and of their own accord 
ksked for alma, and bought more for the love of 
God than iliey had liecn able to for money. Por 
the poor inhabiiantR of the place, rtricken to the 
heart by a divine impulse, freely proffered not 
only iheir goods, but their very iielve«. Thug it 
hefcU that the nccesitiiy, which money had not 
■nilcd to relieve, was supplied hy the rich poverty 
tif Frucia. 

II. On a titnc when lie wa> lying »ick in an 
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hcrniiia);c iiikIi Kict:, a ceti^iiii phyniciun did oft The phjr- 
»i*it him with welcome ministries. And sioce sician'a 
ihc poor mnn of Christ waw unnble to give him '*"*"• 
a recompense meet foi hjii mil, (he m<i«t btiuntiful 
God, on behalf" of His poor, rewarded his kindly 
sertiec hy thi« «ifigular benefit, ttini lie night not 
depart with in> immediate fee. The house of the 
physician, which he had ai that lime built anew 
with the whole of his savings, by a gaping cleav- 
age of the wjill« fnjm top to bottom threatcnrd so 
Bpeedy a ctillapst.' an that it seemed impossible that 
any mortal i*ki!l or toil should avert ttn M\. Then 
the phyniciun, entirely trusting in the mcritr* of the 
holy man, with great faith and devotion beBoughi 
from his companions the gift of Booie thing that 
that satne man of God had touched with his 
hands. Accordingly, hai-ing with much im- 
portunity of pleading gained 3 few of his hairn, 
he laid ihenn at even in the cleavage of the wall ; 
then, rising next morn, he found tht- «I)emng «> 
firmly sealed as that he could nut witliJruw the 
rclica he had placed therein, nor find nny trace of 
the former cleavage. Thus it came to pa«i that 
he who had diUgently tended the frail body of 
God's senant was able to avert the danger from 
his own frail house. 

II. Oti another time, when the innn of Cod 
was fain to betake him tinio n certain solitude, 
where he might more freely give himself up unio 
contcmplaiicn, he rode, being weak in body, upon 
the ass of a poor man. While this man was 
following the servant of Christ in the summer 
heat, and up mountain wayo, he became worn out 
by the journey, as the path grew ever rougher and 
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Water longer, and, fninltnf^ with exct^ctling and burfiinf; 
and food tliiral, he hrgun to ciy aloud with utipoitunily 

thirit, if" 1 be not at one* retwshed by the hel|i 

of ionii: draught t " Wlthuut deliiy, the man of 
God Kut olf the ass, fell un hid kncTK, and, rain- 
ing hill hnndE unto hravcti, i:c.i(«d not to pray 
until he kn<;w ttint hi^ hnd bi.'t.-ii hi-ard. Hie 
prayer at length cn^k-d, he said unto the mao : 
" Hasten unto yniidcr nick, an-d there thau slialt 
find u ejirinj; of water, iliat Christ in His mercy 
liaih at this hour caused to How from the rock fur 
thcc to drink." O ninnellinw cimdeBccnsiiin of 
God, that doth mj readily incline unto Hie 
scrvancii The thirsty man drank the water pro- 
duced fnini the rock by the power nf hini that 
{irsyed, and driitncd a draught from the Hinty 
rock. Before that time there had km no flow- 
ing water there, nor from that time, — kb hnih 
liccn cnrcfuliy a«ccriainc-d, — hiich any Ikcd found 
there. 

1 3. Now in what manner, by the merits of 
His pool ooc, Christ muliijjlivd proviniune at two, 
fihall be related in itK own place hereafter ; mfSix 
it lo note this only, that by the icnnty almg 
brought uoto bini he saved the snilora from the 
prril o( famine- and of death during many dayst 
thuH it may be clearly seen tbnt the servant of 
Cod Almigbiy, as he was made like untu Moves 
in the drawing of wutcr from the rock, was made 
like also unio Hlias in the multiplying of food. 
Wherefore let atl anxious thought be (ai remtivrd 
frt>ni the powr ones of Christ. For if the poverty 
of Krancut wao of such on abundant lufHdeni^ b« 
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that it supplied by its wi^ndrous jxtwcr the reeds mafvel- 
vf xhrm that assisted hiiu. — so thai Tidther food,'o"sly 
nor drink, nor house failed them, when ihe re-" 
sources of money, of skill, and of ti»tuic had 
proTrd of none avail, — much more shnll it merit 
those thing* thai in the wanted course of the 
divine providence arc granted itnto all alike. If, 
I say, the itony rock, at the prayer of nnc poor 
man, poured ii>rth a copious draught for an- 
other poor man In hi 9 Ihirat, naught in the 
whole creation will refune its nervice unto thusu 
who have left all for the sake of the Creato-r 
of all. 



CHAPTER VIII 



or THE KINDLY IMPULSES Ot MIS PIETV, .WD OF HOW 

THE C1U.ATURFB LACKING UN DEB STANDING EEkHEO 

TO BE MADE SU^JKCT tTNTO MIM 

Piety 1 . That true godJimcss which, According uniio the 
toward ApoRtle, is profitnble unto all things, had so filled 
uoo and (Ijp j,i-jft pf Franciit and erteretl imo hi« inmost 
])ans iiG thnt it eecmcd to hare entnblished itn sway 
abnolutcly over the man of G(«l. It wan this 
])i«y tliat, through dcTOtion, uplifted hini toward 
God ; through compaasion, traiwformed him into 
the tikencne of Christ; through condescension, in- 
clined him unto his neighbour, and, through his 
all-embracing love for every creature, act forth a 
new pittufe of mnn'a estate hefoK the Fall. And 
a« liy thifl piety he wasi touchc'd with kindly feel- 
ing for all rhtngfl, no nbove till, when he licheld 
aouli redeemed by the precious Blood of Christ 
.Tfsus being deliled by any utain of nin, he would 
wrqi over them with nuch tenderness of com- 
pntsion as that he teertied, like a mother in Chriat, 
(o be in irovnil of them duily. And ihia was with 
him the thief caiiw of his vcnerBtion for chc 
ntiniitem of the word of God, to wit, that with 
devout care they raise up »crd unto the Brniher 
which in dfad, thai is, unto Christ crucified for sin- 
ners, by converting such, and chcriah the same seed 
with careliil devotion. Thit miniNtry of compiNsion 
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hf mniniBined was more acceptable unt« ihe Faihcr Eiuaniple] 
of mcfcics ihan alJ sacritice, in especial if it were before 
pfrfofmed with the tcs\ of pcrfrct charity, so P'6"Pt 
that this end might be stiivcn after by cnsninplc 
r.iiher than by precept, by tea/fiil prayer rather 
than by doijticnl speech. 

1. Accocdingly, he would say thut that preacher 
ihould be deplored as one without true piety, who in 
hm preaching did not seek the salvation of »oliIm, but 
his own glory, or who by the einu of his life pulled 
down that which he butit up by the truth nf hi* 
teaching. He would say that the Brother simple 
und unready of speech, who by his good cnsamplc 
irciieth others unto good, should be preferred before 
B«ch an one. Thai saying, mortover ; "The barren 
hnth borne miioy," he would thus expound : "The 
barret), (unith he), it the little poor Brother, who 
hsth not the (unction of begetting sons in the 
Church. He in the Judgement shall bear many, 
fat that those whom he now convrrtelh unto 
Christ hy his eecret prayers shall be then added 
unto his glory by the Judge. And *shc that hath 
many children is waxed feeble,' for that the 
empty preacher of many words who now bowteih 
in many begotten, as it were, hy his power, shall 
then perceive that there \a naught of his own in 
them." 

■(. Since then with heartfcli piety and glowing 
zi'al he sought alter the saKalioo of souls, he 
would say that he was tilled with the sweetest 
fragrance, and anointed us with precious ointment 
whensoever he heard o( many being led into the 
way of inith by the ewcct savour of ihc repute 
of the holy Bteihren scattered throughuiui the 
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id >Rd world. Hearing mich re))»mi he would rcjoi 
"HI «!■ m tpirit, ItenjiiDg wiih bIwsingB moB wonhy 
^•"P™ nil accq'tanm thow Brwhtm who, by wciid nr, 
deed, were bringing wrnrr* unto the low 
Chri«. In like v/itie, tho»e who were innsjireBs- 
inf( iigaiiMt liuly Rdigion by their c\il worke, fell 
under the hcaiirai Bcntcnce of his curve, "hy 
TW," MTth h«, "O Lord mou Koly, by the^ 
entire company of heaven, and by me, Thy litcle^ 
one, be they acaincd who by their ctU csiianiplc 
d(i bring unto naught ami (irntroy that which 
chiuugh the holy Brethren of this Order Th' 
h»» built u|), and dost not ccaae (o build." Oft- 
limes he was afTecled by such sadnrsi, b)r 
vf the sCumbling-block unto the weak breth 
that he thought hit Ktrenjcth would haie fut 
him, hud hr not been sust^ned by the couifvn of' 
(he Divine mercy. 

But when once on a tinie he was diaquieted 
because of evil ensitrnpl'Tt, and with tfoublrxl spirit 
wan bc!«:t;ching the incrcttul Father li>r hii tioits, 
lie obtained in answer on thiK vise trom the 
Lord: "Why dost thou frei ibce, poor little 
niortsi i Have 1 net ihec u shepherd oirr My 
Ri^ligion iliai thou Khouldst forget I am its chief 
Protector ? I have ajjjKiimed thee, simple as thuu 
art, fur thii very end, that the ihinp.ii that I shall 
jierfomi thruugh thee may be a«onbed, not unto 
imta'x working, but unto grace from iibote, I 
hsi-e cailcil this Rdigira), I will keep it and fred 
it, and, when some fall off) T will raiiic up oihcrs 
ill their place, yea, no that, were none bom, I 
would even cause theni to be born. And by 
nfcatMcvcr shocks thu little poor Religion may be 
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shaken, it iitiall alway abidr unncathed uiid«r My 
guard." 

4. Tile vice of «]iiDdcr, hatdul uito iKe touai 
of goudnrM and grnire, Prancit would shrink frnm 
IM from 3 aeqK'nt's likilh, clcclaiing it [o be • 
i»i»t hateful (ilui^ui'i and an abominatian umo rKe 
most holy Gud, iurasmuirh as the nbndeitr fwdetli 
on the blood of those auuls that he h;ith eUtn by 
thi^ swucd of his tongue. Hearing ouce a certain 
BTOth«r blacken the re]>iilc of another, he turned 
umo his Vicar, ^nd said: "Rise, mc, make 
careful inquiry, iind, if thuii findcBt the accaaed 
Brother lu be guiltlijse, with Htern dincipliiie niak^ 
the accuser to be marked of all." At tiities, 
indeed, he would sc-ntcni^ tiiiii who had despoiled 
his Brother of ihc praise of hie good repute to be 
himself d(?)ij>ailed of h'n hnbit, and deemed that Kc 
ought not tu be able to lift up hut eyes unto God 
unless first he had exerted himBelf to restore, as 
bc8t he might, thnl which he had taken away. 
" The itin of filandeiers," he would say, " is more 
heinous than that at robbers, imumuch 3» the 
law of Christ,- — that is fulfilled in the observ- 
ance of godliness, — bindclh us to desire more the 
silvatinn of the soul than ot the body." 

5. Unto them that were alflicted with bodily 
iutl'eiing fif any sort, ha would condeaccnd wicli a 
marvellous lendemess of sympathy ; if he per- 
ceived in any aughc of dentltiition, aujihc of lack, 
he would in the gciitlencss of his devout heart 
carry it unio Chri*t. Mercy, verily, was inborn 
in him, and reiloubled by chc nhedding upon it 
of the |)ii-ly of Uhriat, 1 hus hU soul was melted 
over the \><mt and the u-eak, and, when he could 
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irirt in not open ia* huad unio any, he opCTic*! hi» hcs 
le poor It chsDci-d on a time that one of the brcthrl 
bad mod*- MiiiH-whai hanh rc])ly "tito a poor m^ 
that uuTKJtiunutcty allied an almii. When tb 
devout (orer of" the jioor heard it, he bade iha 
Brother throw htin«-[f, nuked, U the ]ioor nian'l 
fett, dcvlorc hiniMlf In fault, and beg the favnu^ 
of his iirayei and his pardon. When lie had! 
liuuiUIy done ihis, thf Father jjcntly added :1 
" Whrn ihou sitbI u jioor man, ftrulher, a 1 
mirroT is set befotc thee of the Lord, and of Hii 
Mother in her |i<ii'(-tty. In the- infirm, do rhoii 
ID like inmntr think upon the infirmiiien that He 
took upon Him." In all the poor, he,^hini8elf 
ihr most Chrindikn of all [>oo( men,— behfid ihc 
image of Ciirist, wlirreforc he judjjed that all 
thioRB that were {irovided for himself,— were they 
even the nccetisaficn of liic, — should be jjiven 
ij[i imli) any poor folk whom he met, and that notj 
only ai larjiesse, but even as if they were iheif 
own pro]K-rty. 

fi befell on a time that a cenntn beggar mc 
him, as he was retuminf; from Siena, when by 
reason of sickness he was wr;ipt<ed in a cloak over 
his habit, iiehiildtng with |>nifii! eye the poor' 
man's misery: "It behovech u«," naid he unto 
hid conipnion, " lo restore the cloak untO this 
poor man, fur bin own ii iw. For wr received it 
but as a loan, until it should be our hap to lind 
another poorer than uucickex." But hii mm- 
uaiiTiin, having rrjiatd unto the need of the kindly 
Fithct, did urgently seek to refrain him from pro- 
•iilins for another, leaiing hioiiieir uncared-4br, 
Homicit, "I think," saiih he, "the great Alms- 
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l^ver would account U a theft in me did 1 doi Lof« 
■give thai 1 wear unto one needing it more." '<"' *" 

Accordingly he was wont to »ak. t'tom those ««»t"^ 
that had given him neccsaitiea for the succour of 
his body prrmiBgion to give tiiem away, did he 
i»c«t a needier pctsoiii ao tliat he might do do 
with their sanction. Naught wuuld he withhold, 
neither cloak, nor habii, nor books, ncir the very 
ornaments of ihe ultar, but all these he would, 
rhile he could, bestow upon the needy, that he 

rntight fiJiil the minitftry of thB.rJty, Ofitimen 
wlieiiaa he met on the road poor folk carrying 
burdens, he would lay their burdcrm on hia own 
weak shoulders. 

6. Wlien he bethought him of the first bef{in- 
fling (if all thingt, he wiu filled with a yet more 
oversowing charity, and would cull tlit dumb 
animals, howsoever nnialU by the names of brother 
ani{ s'ssltr, foraiimuch as he recognised in them 
the Kame origin he in himsclt. Yet he loved witli 
an especial uartiuh and tenderness those creatures 
that do bet forth by the likcaemt of their n.iture 
the holy gentlcoesB of CtiriNt, and in the intetpre- 
lation of Scri[Jiurc are a type of Him, OftiimcH 
hi: would buy hack lambs- th.tl were lieing taken to 
be killed, in remembrance uf that most gentle 
Lamb Who biuokcd to be brought unto the 

r ilaughtei for the redemption of slnDcra. 

On n time when the nertum of Cod was 

'lodjiiDg XL the Monastery of San Verecondo in 
the diocese of Gubbio, an ewe gave birth unto a 
lamb one night. There wan hard by a very fierce 
low, and die, vjiaring not the innocent life, ilew 
htm with hvr ([reed^ jaws, Wlien the gentle 
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ud Father heard cheieof, lie waa moved with wondrous 
^JpeciaUy pity, and, rempmbering that Lamb without spot, 
»r laniDS mouracd over the dead, lamb in the jiicseiice of 
ull, aaying : "Woe w mc, brolhei little lamb, 
innocent cieature, setting forth Cbrisi unto men ! 
Curecd be thftl evil beam that tiath devoured ihco, 
and of hct licsh let neither man nor beast Mt." 
Marvellouii to relate, the cnie! sow forthwith bep.an 
to languish, and in three d.iys paid ihc jirtiilty in 
her own Iwdy, and miHtrcd death at her retribu- 
tion. Her carcase was cast (brth intu. :i ditch nesr 
(lie Moiiasii-ry, und there lay for a lon^, lime, dried 
Up like B board, ;ind ftwd Ibr no famished beacC. 
Let htmiiin <vil-fl[Htig, then, take note by what a 
puniKhmtnt it shall lie oi-crtiiken m ihc tut, if 
the savH^cness of a bnite beast was smitten by a 
death no awfiil : let fnithfiji dcvocion al«o consider 
how in the servant of God wai shewn a piny uf 
such marvrllous power and abundant sweetness, a-t 
that even th« nature of brute beasts, after their own 
fashion, acolainicd it. 

7. While he was journeying nigh the city of 
Siena, he cunie on a great flock of ihecp in th*- 
paetare.t. And when lie hud given them grucioua 
gmtiBgr nn wnn hi» wont, they \et'x their feedinj:;, 
and all ran toward him, mining their hedds, nnd 
ga/in); tixcdlv on him with their ryes. So eagerly 
did they acclaim him 34 that both ihc shqiherds 
and the Itrahreti marvelled, bcholdtnjj around hint 
the Umlw, and (hf rams no IcsH, thus wondroiuly 
filled with delight. 

At another time, at Saint Mary of the Lilde 
Portion, a lamb wrh hrou^jhi unto the msm of 
God, the whiih he diaiikfuily receited, by reasonj 
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of the love of guilelessncNs and simplicity that the Two 
Inmb's nature doih rxhibil. The holy man es- Ijunlrt 
huacd ihc lamb that it should be iiulant in the ^' ** 
divine praises, ard avoid any occaaioD of offence 
iinio the Brethren ; the Isnib, on its part, iis though 
it had observed the piety of the man of Gud| 
diiigently obeyed his instructiuna. For when it 
hoard the Brc-lhtcn chanting in the chdir, it too 
would enter the church, and, unhidden of any, 
would bend the knee, bleating before the altar of 
iLf Virgin Mother of the Lamb, ax tliough it 
were t'flin to greet her. Funherniorc, at the 
eJevnliom of the most holy Body of Christ in 
the sulemn Mass, it would bend its Icncea anJ 
bow, even as though the ithecp, in its fcverence, 
would rpprovi- the irreverence of the undevotit, 
and would incite Christ's devout people to revere 
the Sacrament. 

At one time he had with him in RotiKr a lamb, 
by reason of his reverence for thai l.amb most 
gentle, and it he t-ntrunted unio a nohic macron, 
to wit, the Ifldy J»cohi di Settewli, to be cared 
for m her Uiwer. This lamb, like wnc inoCructed 
in Hpiritual things by the Saint, wlieiL the lady 
went into i-hurch, kept closely by her side in 
going nnd in returning. If in the early morning 
the bdy delayed her rising, the lamb would riite 
and would butt her with its little hornfi, and rouse 
bcr by its bleating), admonishing her with gcstum 
and ncida to hapten unto church. Wherefore the 
lamb, that Imd been a pupil of Franci«, and waa 
now become a teacher uf devotion, whs cherished 
by the indy an a creature marvellouii and !ove» 
worthy. 
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S. At anoihcr lime, ctl GiccciOi a live lev«[«t 
wag bmughl unto i.he man of God, the which,- — 
when »cl down free on the grouiiJ that it might 
escape whiiher it would,— at the cail of ihe kimily 
Father leapt with flying feet into hia bosom. He, 
fondling it in thf ioBtinctive Cmidemesa of his 
hcan, Bctnied lo fed for it as a mothcfi and, bid- 
ding it in gentle tones beware of being recapruTcil, 
let it go (re«. But albeit it was set on tlie gruuiid 
muiy times to escape, it did alway return unto the 
Father's bosoui, as (hough by some hidden scam 
it peiceived the tenderness of his heart ; where- 
fore iit leagEh, by his command, ilic Brcihrai 
tarried Jt away onto a safer and more remote 
spot. 

tn like manner, on an ijdand of tlic lake of 
P«rugia, a rabbit was caught and brought unto 
the man of God, and, albeit it lied from others, it 
entru.tted itself* unto his h.inds snd bosom witli llie 
CunlidenGe of a tA.nie crtaturr. 

As ht' was ha^tcrning by the lyke of RJeti unto 
the hennitagc uf GwLxif.i, a fiBhcrniiiii out of ^t- 
TOtion brought untu him a water-fowl, the which 
he gladJy received, and then, <j]xDtng his hands, 
bade it dejiart ; hfiwbeit, tt would not leave him. 
I'hen he, lifting his eyes urrto heaven, rematntHl 
for a long apace in prayer, and, after a long hour 
returning unto himndf as though from afar, gmtly 
Inidc the Uttlc bird depart, ond pracur the Lord. 
Then, having tlius received bin bleaetnK and leave, 
it He«/ sway, shewing joy by the movemi'ni of iu 
body. 

in like manner, from the tanie lake there wa.i 
brought unto him » line, live fiih, which hv called, 
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as was his wont, by the nanie of brethtr, and put The blfdi 
tmck into the water lilgli the boat. Then the fish obey him 
played in the water nigh the nun of God, and, aa 
though drnwn by love of him, woiJd in no wiaa 
leave the huatKidc until it had reci-ivcd hii b]«i»ing 
and l«iTc. 

9. On unothtr \m\e, whtn he wni walking 
with a certain Brother through the Venetian 
matshcfi, he chanced on a great host of hiids that 
were sitting and ringing among the busht-s. See- 
ing ihcm, he (aid umo hii companion : " Our 
aistera the birda are praising their Creator, let us 
too go .tmong them and sing unto the Lord 
praise* and the canonical Houm." When they 
had gone intu ihdr midst, the birds ^iiinrd not 
Irom the t])Ot, and ivhcn, by reason of their 
twittering, they could not h-car each ilit uiher 
in n'Liting the Hours, the holy man turned unto 
the birds, saying: "My nistera the birds, cesse 
from "ingiog, while that we render our due praisea 
unto the Lord," Then the birds foilhwith held 
their peace, and lemained ailent until, having laid 
his Houra at leisure and rendered his praises, ihc 
holy man of God again gave them leave tii sing. 
And, as the man of God gave thetii leave, they at 
once took up their wng again after their wonted 
fafhion. 

At Saint Mary of the Little Portion, hard by 
the cell of the man of Gtid, a cicada sac on b Gg- 
tree and chirped ; and right often by her song she 
Htirred up unlo ihe divine praises the servant lA the 
Lurd, who hud learnt to marvel At tlit glorioua 
handiwork of the Creator even as soon in little 
things. One day he called her, ^nd she, ai 
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Slater ihuugh (livin(.-ly taught, lighted i 
CiCAdA When he said unto her : " Sing, my sister cicada, 
udH [irsiic the L(i(d thy Creator with thy glad 
lay," iihf ubcyed fonhwith, and began iw thiriv 
nor did shi' ccasr until, at the Father's bidding;, 
she flew back unto her own place. There for 
ci};ht (lays bIkt uhode, on any duy coming at his 
L-ail, sinking, and Hying back, according aa he 
bade hct. At length the njan of God said unto 
his coitipiinions : " Let u) now give our Biicer 
cicada le^vi- tu go, for Eh« liatli gladdened ua 
rnoigh with her lay, Mtrring \m n\> these eight 
days part unto iht- jiriiiac« of Gml." And u 
once, liis leave giten, she flew away, nor wok 
cvci sLTQ there again, as (hough she dared not 
in any wine transgress his command. 

10. Once while he was lying ill at Sienu a 
frenh-caught phea»ant waK sent unto hini, alive, 
by B certain nobleman. The bicd, so «Km aa 
it unw and hc-ntd the lioly man, prei^ued nigh him 
with tnieh fViendlinex'' an that it would in no wise 
brook lu be parted fruni him. For, albeit it WM 
teverul linien net down in a vineyiitd uuttiide the 
abode of the Ureihteii, no that it might escape 
U it would, ti still ran buck in haate unto the 
Father an ilioujih it had alwuy been brought up by 
his liiind. Then, when it waj given unto a certain 
Diui who v/M worn out of dvvncion to visit the 
servant of God, it (teemed an though it grieved to 
be out of the 4ii)>ht <•! the gentle Falhet, and 
leruned alt food. •\l length, it wm brought back 
unto the itertant of God, and, no noon ai it utw 
him, tcotilied it* delight by its gettureB, and ale 
Ciigcrly. 
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When he tind come unto the aglitudcs of Al- Brother 
v«rnn, to keep a Lpnl in honour of the Archa.ng(-) PaIcoo 
Michael, twrds ui divtrs son llutlcrtsl about ht» 
cell, and seemed by their tuneful choras ard 
jiiyous movements tn rejoice at din coming, and 
10 invite »nd --nucc ihe holy Father to tnrry there. 
Seeing this, he said unto his companion ; " I pcr- 
fpjve, Brother, that it is in accord with the divine 
will thai we shduld abide here for a apace, so 
greatly do our sifters the little birds seem to take 
COnifort in our presence." While, accotdingly, 
he was sojourning in thai plate, a lolcon that huA 
its nc« iht-rc bound itself by cioBc tics of friend- 
ship unto htm. For alwuy at th.1l hour of night 
wliercin the holy man wat wont to rise for the 
liivine office, the falcon was beforehand with its 
atmg and cries. And this was moil acceptable 
unto the servant of God, the ntore %ti as that the 
great corcein which the bird shewed for him 
shoolc from Kim all drowatnesn of sloth. But 
when the senant of Christ was weighed down 
beyond hia wont by inlirmiiy, the falcon wotild 
Bpnrc him, nod would not mark for him to early 
an awakening. At auch timet, m though taught 
of God, he would abuul dawn etrik<- the Ixll 
of his voice with a light touch. Verily, there 
would acem to have been a divinv omen, alike 
in the gtadnese of the birds of myriad spei'in, 
and in the cries of the falcon, innKmuch as that 
])raiacr and worshipper of God, upUimc on the 
wings of conteniptation, was at that very place 
and time to be exalted by the vision of the Seraph. 

1 1. At one time while he was sojoumiiig in the 
Kertnitage of Greccio, the oativet of that place 
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Pbignes virtr plagunl kiy [luitituld evils. ¥vr an \wtS if 

** rsrcDinj! WoSts wai devouring not bcaato alonr, 

UKCCiC )^[ ,„^ ,|,j^ j„(j p^pty ypjif a hailslorm laid wartc 

tlicii com Mid vincyatdB. Accordingly, wh«rn the 
herald of ihc Holy Goipcl was preaching unto 
ihcm under thw* afHictions, ha said : "I promise 
you,— pledging the honour and glory of Almighty 
God, — that all thia plague shall dupart from you, 
and that the Lord vudi look upon you, and 
multiply your tcniiwriil goods if i^nly, believing 
me, ye will take pity on your tiwn (Hven, and will 
Cmt make true confession, then bring torth fruite 
wonhy of rcpcntBocc. But again, I dcclitre unto 
you that if, unthankful (vr His benefits, ye shall 
lum again unto your (omit, the plague will be re- 
newed, ihc punieiimcnt will be redoubled, and 
grcaipr wrath will be shewn upon you." Then 
from that very hour, they turned at hia admonS- 
tioD unto repentance, and the disaiters ceased, 
the perils passed oi-er, nor was aught of hasoc 
wrought by wolves or hailstortuB. Nay more, 
what m yet more marvcIlouB, if a hailBlonn evci' 
fell upon their neighbours' lands, as it neared their 
borders it was there suycd, or changed its course 
nntii some (iiher region. The hiiil olwervcd, ytsi, 
and the wolvt-fi obiwrved, the pact made with the 
servant of Cod, nor did they essiiv any more to 
break the law of natunil piety by ritging againit 
men thnt had turned unto piety, go long as men 
m their turn, according unto the agteemenl, did 
not act wickedly agunn the most holy lawn of 
God. 

With holy atfcctivn, then, must we think on 
the hotioeiK of this bleuied man, that was of such 
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wondrous sweetneaa and might as that U conquered cease 
wild beast*, tamed woodland creatures, and taught »t hia 
tame ones, and inclined the nature of the bruiea, P""*?*' 
that had revolted fiom fallen man, to obey him. 
For of a truth it is this piety which, allying all 
creatures unto itself, is profitable unto all thrngs, 
having promise of the life that now ia, and of 
that which is to come. 



CHAPTER IX 



or HIS IRDEKT LOTE, AKD VlARNIKCt FOR 
MARTY ftDOM 

Saint '■ Of the ardi:nt love that glow«l in Francis, 
Francis' ihe fripnd nf ilie Dridegroojii, who can avail to 
<Je»otl0n I,.)) ) He HeemtNJ utterly ci>n«uiiied, like unto a 
cimI that is set on fijc, by the flame of the love 
divine. For, at ihe mere mention of the love of 
the Lord, Kc vian aroused, moved, and enkindled, 
as though the inner chords of his henn ribrnied 
under the Iww of the voice from without. He 
would bay thai it was a magnificeDl largeiuie to 
oAVr euch weiilch ir exchange fbr alma, and that 
those wlio estccnied it of less wotth than money 
were verily fools, for thai the priceless price of 
the divine Iotc alone nvailcth to purchase the 
kingdoin of heaven, and His love Who haih 
loved UK much in much to be loved. 

Thai he might by all things be stirred up unto 
the divine loi-c, he triumphed in all the work" of 
the Lord's hands, and through the sight of their 
joy was uplifted unto their life-giving cauac and 
ongin. He heheld in fair things Him Who i» 
the niOBt fair, and, through the traces of Himncll 
that He Itath iniprinled on His creatures, he 
everywhere followed on 10 reach the Beloved, 
making of all thingo a ladder for hitntelf whertby 
he might aseend to lay hold on Hini Who is ihc 



HIS ARDENT LOVE 



9S 



1 



flltogcther lovely. For by the impulae of his jukI Imc 
unexampled dcvotinn he tasted that fountain off?* . 
goodnesd that ttfpaniPth forth, as in rivnlets, in *-""**> 
ercry created thin^, and he perceived as it were 
an heavenly harmony in the concord of the 
virtues and Actions grnnicd unto them by Ood, 
and did nwectly exhort them to praise the Lord, 
even as the Prophet David had done. 

2. Christ Jeaits Cnicilicd was laid, as a bundle 
nf myrrh, in his heart's bosom, and he yearned lo 
be utterly transformed into Him by the Jire of 
hid exceeding love. By reason nf his chief and 
ejqiecia! devotion unto Him, lie would betake him 
unto Jesert places, and iieclude hiiiiscll in a cell, 
from the Feast of the Epiphany until the end of 
the forty days following, to wit, for the space of 
time wherein Chriil had sojourned in the wilder- 
neB*. There with ail the abstinence from food 
and drink thai he might compasn. he devoted 
himself without inlerrupticm unto fnnling, prayer, 
and the ptaiacs of God. With such glowing 
love was he moved toward Christ, yea, and with 
such intimate love did his Beloved repay hi*, that 
it seemed unto the servant of Cod himself that 
he felt hts Saviour almost continually present 
before hi* eyes, even as he once revealed unto his 
compunions in bitiniate converse. 

Toward the Sacrantenl of the Lord's Brxly he 
felt a glowing devotion that consumed the very 
marrow of his bones, marvelling with utmott 
amazement at that most loving condescension and 
condescending love. Oft did he communicate, 
ajid IK) devoutly aa to tender others devout, while, 
as he tasted of the ewcetneia of thai Lamb 
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Tor HU wiOiom *pol, he became liltc one inebriated in 
MotbcTi spirit, and rctpl out of tiimsclf in cc^laay. 

3. He lored with an un»iiealtab!e aflection the 
Mother of the Lotd Jesus Christ, (brMtnuch m 
that she htwf miidc the Lord of Glory our Itroc1ier« 
and thni through her we have obtained mercy. 
In her, after Chrisi, he put his chief trust, making 
iicr his own pairon und that of his Brethren, and In 
lier honour h-c faslcd ntosl devoutly from the Feast 
of the Apostles Peter and Paul until the Feast of 
ihe Assumption. He was bound by tics of in- 
separable nifectinn unto the Angelic sjnrits that 
do glow with wondroue fire to approach God, 
and in the kindling of elect souls, and uui of df- 
vocion unto ihcni he would fast for forty days 
from the Asnumption of the glorious- Virgin, re- 
maining instant in prayer throughout that time. 
Unto ihe Bletsed Michael Archangel, — inaiimueh 
OB hig in the minintry of bringing Eoula U:forc 
Cod, — he cheriiilied an especial We anddeiolioDt 
by reason of ihe ardent zeal that he had for the 
salvation of bU tiuch at should be saved. Wliot 
he called to rcnienibrance all the Sainti, he waa 
kindled afresh, a« if they had been mones of fire, 
with the tiamc of heavenly love; he regarded 
with the uim(i»i devotion all the Apostles, and in 
r(i|K.'cial Peter iii\d Paul, by rcuson of the glowinj; 
lovv that th«y bore toward Christ, and out of 
rrrercnce nnd love for thnii he dedicated unio 
the Lord the fnnt of an especial Lent. The poor 
man of Christ had naught save two mites, to wit, 
hia body and loul, that he could give away in hii 
large-hearted charity. But these, for the love of 
Christ, he offered up so continuously as that at 
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bU ^ca^onii, thtuugh the rigour of his fastmg, he Hia 
made mi offering of his body, and through ihp R«>»oa 
ftrvoiir of hia ycarningE, of his spirit, ssctilicing SOIUS 
in the outer couJt a whole bumt-ollering, and 
within, in the Temple, burning sweet incense. 

(.. Now this cxeewlina devotion of love iiji- 
lifted liim into the divine in nuch ■went aa that hi» 
loving goodwiJI extended unto those that had 
received wiih him a liki- nature and grace. For 
it K no wonder if lie, whtwc ntfcctionate heart h^d 
made him kin unto aii crented things, wae by the 
love of Cliritit driiwrt into yel cluber kinship wicli 
such as were sealed with the likeness of their 
Creator, and redeemed by the Blood of their 
MiiVer. He catccmcil Iiiniself no friend of Christ 
did he not cherish the souls thdt He had redeemed. 
He would say that naught was tn be preferred 
before the salvation of souls, proving this chirAy 
by the feet ihm the OiJ y-Begoiten Son of God 
dcignei.1 to hang on the Croas for the sake of 
men's aouh. Unto this tnd he wrestled in prayer, 
this was the theme of" his prwching, and this the 
cauFie of his exceeding «ral in netting an ensaaiplc. 
Wherefore, whensoever sonie excessive austerity 
was bbmed in him, he would make answer that 
he had been given as an ensaniple unto others. 
For albeit his gudcle^a lieeh had already volun- 
larily itubjetlcd itself unto his spiiit, and needed 
no chastiaenie-nt by reason of transgressions, iicTer- 
Uiclcss, for the eakc of ens;implc, he was ever 
renewing in it punishments and penances, walking 
in hard pathti fur the sake of others. For he 
would eoy : " Though I speak with the tongues 
of men and of Angels, and have not charily. 
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His I fhal! art nu enoiinijilc of virtues >mlo my neigh- 
dcsirt fw Ikiuk, I shall ivrofit oilier* littlf, und nunc uwn 

(■ He rniuiutcct, wiih nn ardent flame iif liive, 
the (iloriouK victory of the holy Martyrs, whose 
buTning love could not be qucnclicd, nor their 
coDKUncy brokrn down. Accordingly he toti, 
kindled by ih;it ]>erfcct love that caateth out fenr, 
yearned to offer himaclf ii|> -ir » livinj; sncrilicc 
unto the Lord in martyr Ihrnc.*, ihni he might 
piiy back somewhat in his turn urlo Christ Who 
died for UB, anJ might stir up others unto the love 
cif God. Wherefore, in the sixth year frtini his 
converaion, burning with desire for niartyrdoni, he 
was minded to cross unto the regions of Syria to 
preach the Christian faith, and wnitcncr, unto the 
Saracens iuid Olhcr iniidek. When he had em- 
barked nit a ship tb»t he might voyage thither, 
conir;(ry winds prevailed, and he had perfi>rcc lo 
land on the coa^U of Slavuniu. When he h:id 
delayed there some lime, nor could lind any nhili 
that w.i» then crossing the sea, teeling hiniselt' 
cheated of his desire, lie besought oonie saiiiMV 
that were making tijr Aticona to take hini aboard, 
for the lone of (lod. When tbey pemitited in 
their refuR.1l because of his Inck ol money, the 
mari of God, |mtting all his trust in the goodness 
iif the l^ord, endiarked secretly on board the ^hip 
with his conitiunion. A certain man tttu pieoertt 
— sent, M i» bclieied, fr«m God on behalf gf Hia 
poor one, — and he look with him the neceasary 
victual, and, calling unto him one on the ahip tliat 
rrued God, spake thus vaia liim ; " Keep faith- 
fully lU dtese things fur the ])0(>r Dreihrcn tbdi 
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lie hid on ihc ship, and in their hour uF necA deal Afans 
thcin oul unto them a 3 friend." It txfell that, multiplied 
owing unto strong windB, the siiilors were unable "* 
for many days 10 touch land anywhere, and had 
consumed oil thair own proviniond, and Diijy the 
utms brought fur the poor man Franciii were Ictt. 
These, though they had been but scanty, were by 
the divine power so multiphed as that, during 
many days' delay at sea by reason of incewant 
stormH, thfy fully supplied the needs of all utiiil 
they made the port of Ancona. Then the sailorn, 
seeing that through the servant of tJod they had 
escijied manifold agoniee of death, — like men that 
had ko'.wn the dire jierils of the sea, and had 
iM.rn the works of the Lord and Hit wonders in 
the deep, — rendered thanks unio Almighty God, 
Who dirth ever shew Himnelf marvellous and lov«v 
worthy in Hi» friends and scrvantK. 

6, When, !ea«ng the sea behind, Francis began 
lo ttikvcl through the land, sowing therein the 
seed of juil\alion, he giiineil rich shcai-ca. Then, 
liecause the fruit of ni.tnyriloni had so enchanted 
hid l»e;irt that he pfi'fcrred above all merits of 
virtues a costly death for Christ's sake, he took 
hi" way tuward Morocco, that he mifiht preach 
unto Mimmotin and hi» people the Gospel of 
Christ, if by any means he might nvail to gain the 
coveted pulm. For he wae borne ulong by so 
mightv a desire tluii, albeit weak in body, he out- 
ran the comrade of his pilgrimagr, and Hew with 
all ijpeed t<t liilfil hit punioBc, like one inebrintcd in 
Kpirit. But wlicii he had advanced a* ftt -m iipain, 
by the divine will, that reserved him for other 
( ends, a >*ry hesTy sicknres fell upon htm, and 
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[He aeck hindtrni him io tliai hi- could not fiJliI hia dcsitc. 

ctli the 'I'hcn the man of God,— pcrcciTing that his life 

So""*" in tht body WM stiii ii«Kiful for the family that 

lie had bc-^otlcn, alheit hi; deemed that tui luiuself 

to die was gain. — returned to feed the ahccp thai 

h^ been conimittcd unto his care. 

7. Howbeit his glowing charity urged hii 
spirit OD unto nianyrdom, and yet a third tinit- he 
cifuiyed to «ri forth toward the iiilidels, ihti liy the 
shedding of hiii blowl ilie Faiih of the Trinity 
niiKltt be ajiread abroad. Thus in the thineeiith 
ytiit uf hit eonvcFtioit he «crt larth for the region^ 
of SyiiR, contiauolly exposing himtelf unto nt^iny 
(lerilt thai >■> he ini;>hl win entrance itiiu the 
|]ee»el>ce of the Suldaii of Babylon. For at that 
Umethen wu telcntlcH War between the ChriBtjaas 
and the SanKenK, and the camps uf both arrtjies werL' 
|ilti:hed e'.ich over itgainst llie other in the plaio, so 
XhM none might pM* from t»iic untu the other with- 
out ]ieril of death. Moreover, a cruel edict had 
none forth from the Soldan that any who nhoiild 
brin^ the head of a Christian should receive a 
gikid bezant ai reward. Neverthelens, the un- 
daunted soldier of ChriM, KiuneiHi h<i]iinj; that 
he was nhortly alwut to gain his end, deiermineil 
to continue on hid way, not dinmayi^ by the fear 
uf death, but tirged on by his yearning therefor. 
And as he prqiaicd hiniaclf by prayer, he wati 
atrengtheneil ot the Lurd, and Iwldly chanted 
that scrse of the Prophet : " Yea, ihmigh I walk 
through the vBlJcy of the Uiiidow of death, I will 
tear no evil, for Thnii srl with nic." 

P. Then, tailing the Brother that was his com- 
panion, lUuninsto by name, a man verily of 
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illumination and virtue, thty started on their way. uid 

And, meeting iwo lamb*,' ihe holy irmo was pcttdiet!! 

gladdened at the sighi, and. said unto his com- •"**" '""' 

panton : "Put thy trust. Brother, in the Lord, 

tor in ufl that saying of lli'^ Oospel la TulfiUed : 

B«hold, I ncnd yoo forth as ahaep in the midsl of 

wolves." When they had g-jov vrn further, the 

bands of the Samcens met ihcni, and they, like 

wolves making haetc to fall oj>on' abccp, brutally 

■leized the lervaiits nf God, and ciiielly and 

despitefully dragged them along, casjjii^ ahusc 

at them, vexing ttieni with stripes a>td bindiDg 

iheni in Tetters. Thus in iiiaritbld wise ' tur- 

nicnted and beaten down, they were bmuolit 

before the Soidan, the divine coanHcl no diBUOfiil^g 

M the holy man had dciired. When that priuc? '. 

demanded of them irom whom, and for what pdf 

poae, and after what manner they hml been sent, 

and how they had conic thiiher, the servant of 

Chnil, Frances, made answer with landaunled heart 

that he had been Hcnl not t>y man, but by God 

Most High, that he might shew until him and hu 

]>cnple the way of lalvalion, and might preach the 

Gospel of truth. With mch firmncw of mind, 

with Buch courage of sua], and with Kuch fervour 

of spirit he preached unto the Sotdnn aforesaid 

God Three and One and (he Saviour of all, Jesus 

Chriiit, that in him wan inaDilvscly and truly fUl- 

lillcd that laying of the Goapcl : " I will give you 

n mO'Uth und wiAdoni, which all your lidver' 

saries nhall nut be ahie to gainnay not resist." 

For, UN the .^uldsn Uehdd the tnarvcUoiis fervour 

of Spirit and valour of the man of God, he heard 

liiiti gladly and iliil right earnestly invite him to 
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tKf wn'i Iiini. Theji the servant of CKii«l, 
UOfht by the heavenly cuunscl. said : " If thoUi 
together with thy people, wilt be converted unto 
ChriNI, for tlie Io»e of Him I will riglil glfldly 
tarry umung you. Bm if thou art hcsiutiog 
whether to give yfv iht law af Mnhnmet Tor the 
futh of Chritt,. do thou conimacid tlut a great 
fue be kindled dnd ] vill enter the fire with 
thy pricstn,. that even thun thou maycst learn 
whidi faith in the surer, ami holier, and luwt 
wonliy of being hrfd. Unto whom tlie fialdan 
made antwcr ; " I dii not believe thiit nny of my 
pricsiK would be ready tu t-nj)i)[ic himM^i^ wnto the 
fiw in, defence of his faith, or to undergo any «ort 
ctf tiirturc" For he hud i*cn that, so soon a* 
n'K-ntinn ot iliU was made, I'nc af hit iiricota, an 
'ajt«l man and one in auihority, had fled from hitt 
^rewnoc. Uulo whom the holy man rcjilicd : 
" If thou will promise nie, on bchaJf of ihyscif iuij 
ihy (K-oplc. that thou wilt embace the faith of 
Cliriui, if 1 come forth from the fire umcathed, 
I -will enter the fire alone; if I am burned, 
let il be set down UDlo my Bins, but if the divine 
might jirntccl mc, yc Khali know that Chri«t, the 
{K'wer uf Ciod and the witdunt af Gud, is the true 
God and the l.ord and Saviour of all," How- 
beil, the Sotdan rejilicd that he date not acce^k- 
unto this projKwitJcn, for tliat he feuied a rcvuli of 
hi« people. But he oti'ered him niany costly gifit, 
.ill of which the nisii "I God, hungering, not for 
worldly Roods, but for the xnlvaiion i)f stJuld, ton- 
tcmiied like mire. The Soldan, perceiving the 
holy tnan tu be «o abnolulc a deipiscr of worldly 
things, WM niDvnl with amazriiieni anil conceit) ' 
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f a greater denition for him. And, albeit he wouJil He 
' not, or perchance dared not, go over unto the retntneth 
Chri»clsn faith, he did neverthi^lesR devoutly pray 
the wrvam of Christ to receive the gifts aforcsaiS, 
for hiis own salvation, and to bentow them upon 
Clirimjan poor folk, or oa churches. But Pranciit, 
foi that he shunred the burden of money, iind 
could not »ee in tKe soul of the Soldan any root 
oftrue piety, would not agree thetcunto. 

9. Seeing, then, that he tould neither maltc 
lirogresii in the com'ersion of that people, nor 
sitain his purpose, warned by a divine revelation, 
he returned unto the rtgioiiB of the faithfiil. Now 
the mercy of God so iirdaioed, and the virtue of 
the holy rnau merited, .ind niereifully and marvel- 
lously it befell, that the friend of Christ, — who 
with all hia might ouught a death for His nake, 
and yet in no wjy could find it, — iievenhele».i did 
not lose the coveted merit of niariyidom, and was 
reserved to be aignnlli-d out unto txwtcriiy by an 
cK|)ecial disiinctiun. Thus it befell that thai divine 
lite glowed ever more hotly in his heart, ao thiM 
afterward n was openly mnnifciled in hia Hcsh. O 
truly blesoed man, ^vhu^e fletih, aJbeit not stricken 
by the tyrant's steel, was nevertheless not left 
without the liltencsH of the I.anib that waa slain ! 
O tiilly and truly blestied, I say, whuBe life, albeit 
not cut ofTby the nword of iht- persecutor, did yet 
not lose the palm of mariyrdont I 
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OF HIS IKAl iHD EfTJCACy IH PRAVER 

The 1. Francis, tKe servant of Christ, feeling him- 
power of ijcjf jj, [^^ body to W absL-nt from the Lord, hail 
?'*y nuw through the love of Christ become wholly 
unti lui-'iicd by earthly desires, wherefore, — that he 
might not be without the conBulaticin of hiii 13e- 
lovcd, — he prayed without ceasing, striving ever 
Id mnnifeat u i)])irlt present with God. Prayer 
Vias a L-ciiisglaticin imio him iii conteinplatiun, 
while, being already made a fellow -citizen with 
ibi- Angels in the circle of (he heavenly mansinnii, 
with ardent yenniitig he Bought his Beloved, from 
Whiim the wall uC the llenh alone jiarted him. 
It wwM, moreover, a defence unto him in hu 
labour;, while in all that he did, diMtiiating his 
own working, iind relying on (he heavenly good- 
neM, lie cMi all his care ujion the Lord in earnest 
prayer. 

He would cORfidently affirm that the gruce of 
prayer lii I ne§s should be more desired than oU 
othcti by ihe religious mar, and,— believing that 
without it no good could be wroujiht in the «ervii:c 
of Ood, — he would «ir up his Brcihten unto icai 
thercfiir by all mran» that he could. For, whctht-t 
walking, or ulttin;;, within doors or without, in 
toil or at leisure, he was so absorbed in prayer ax 
tunc lie Kecmed lo havt: devoted thereunto not 
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only his wliulc hcurt and body, but uIho his whole SplrituU 
labour and time. conteni' 

i. Nor wan he ever woni to pae* over heedlessly P'*"™ 
any spiritual risitation. When it qhkk untv him, 
he followed after it, and, for ad long as the Lard 
granted ii unto him, he rejoiced in it* proifered 
Kweetncsii. If, while abtiurbcd in thought on u ■ 
journey, he frit some brtBthinp.B of the divine 
S]iiK(, hT would lei bin L't>iii]>aniunit ^o uD belxirc, 
and would hinii^clf stay his »'lcpii, and turn thf^ new 
inspiration into fniitfiilnpsft, not receiving the gratt 
in fain. OAcImeg ht? wat rupt in Kucb cLntasIra 
of contcnijtlation as that he was CBrticd out of 
himself, and, while perceiving things beyond mortal 
iu-n£c, knew naught uf what wnn haupcning in the 
outer world around him. 

Thue, when he was passing on a cime through 
Dargo San Sepolcro, a very populous town, ridinj" 
on an aas because of his bodily weakness, he met 
crowds of folk that ran together out of devotion 
onto him. Vet albeit they toothed him, and 
delayed hi§ progress, crowding round him and in 
many wsye pressing upon him, he seemed as one 
that felt raught, and, even B£ thougli he had 
liet-n a dead body, perceived no whit what was 
being done around him. Accordingly, when they 
had long since passed throvi(;li the town and left 
the crowds behbd them, and bad come tinto a 
L'ectain leper settlement, that conleniplator of 
heavenly thing»i like one returning from another 
world, anxiously enquired when they would draw 
nigh -unto Borgo. For his mind, intent on 
heavenly glories, had not perceived the chntigc* of 
place and lime, nor of the lolk that met ttieni. 
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I.ev« of And tlui iliU oft bctell him, the 
•olitutle pcncnt:c yf his cunipanumj sitestol. 

3. Moreover, — a he h»rf ex]j*rience(l in proy*r 
(hat the longed-for presence of (he Holy Siiiril 
toucbMtfrd itecIT by so much the more intimately 
unto suppliants as it found them removed from 
the noiae of worldltngSi — h.e would «c«k. lonely 
places, going 10 pny by nighi in lolitudcs and in 
deserted churches. 'I'herr oEttlmes hf endYucd 
•lire uesultK from demons, who, struggling with 
lum in perceptible tijrni, siriive la disturb him in 
hti evcroiw of prayer. But he, furnished with 
heavenly arms, the more despt-rstc his eiieini(»' 
attack, viaa tendered by ko much the more strong 
in might nnd fenent in prayer, Baying with con- 
fidence unto Chiiai : " Hide oic under (he nhndow 
of Thy wings, from the wicked ih« oppre^i me." 
]lut unto the demoni he wtiuJd Mty ; " Do unto 
nie iiught that yc can, evil and faJse ipiritv. For 
ye have no power, save that which is gmnied you 
from the divine hand, and here am I, ready 10 
Ix-sr wiili all gladifCD* all things whataricver thut 
ban decreed to inflia upon me,* 'J'hen the proud 
demons, not aide to brook (hi« constancy of mind, 
retrcnicd iii cort fusion, 

4. Diit the nuin of God, remaining alone and 
at pta^', ijlleii the woods with \m iiif;hing, be- 
dewed the ground with hie leaio, and beat his 
brCMC with hiK handi^, and, like one who hath 
It^ned a nectct and hidden thing, npakc faniiliurly 
with hifi Lord, 'i'hcrc ht- made answer unto his 
,Iiulgff, tht-ie he made HUpptication unto his Father, 
there he held convene with hi» Friend, there too 
he Mas at times hi-ard by the brethren, who out 
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(1^ filial piety wntcla-d him, to invukf the Uivior Ecstuies 

mercy for sinners with exits anil wailings, yea, *•"! 'c»e 

and to lament alguci an though the Lord'o Tassion '*"'"'* 

were SCI bdbic hU ey«. There he was Uiheld 

praying by night, his hattds xtrrtchcd out after the 

manner of » Cron*, his whole Undy u^Iiflrd. fffini 

llie eutth, and wrapt b a nhining cloud, as though 

the wondrciUB illumination of the body were 1 

wttncfs uoto ihc wonilrou* c-n lighten mpnl of hi* 

mind. Thetc, mureuvcr, aa \> attested by sure 

signB, the unknown and hidden things of the 

divine witidoni were laid bare urto him, albeit he 

dill nnl publish thtiti abriiiid, nave in so far an the 

love (if Christ constrained him, and the profit 

of hi* Deighixiurg demanded. For be would say : 

" For a trilling gain, one may chance to Iumc a 

pricelns thing, and mav caiiily provoke him that 

gaw it to giie DO more. 

When he returned from his private prayem, in 
the which he became changed alnmit into another 
iiiBTt, he cndoa«oured with aJl diligence to nuke 
himself like unto others, lest perchance that which 
wa« shewn outwardly should by the breath of 
popular applause depart from the gain within. 
Whensoever he wat rapt on a sudden in jiublit-, 
and kiaitcd of tbi- Lord, he would jilway make 
tome pretext unto- ihcni that stow! by, lest the 
intimate vi»itations of the Spoufle should be puli- 
lishcd abroad. When that he was prayioj; amonf, 
the Brethren, he utterly avoided coughinfix, groan< 
inga, hard breathing and outward gexturex, either 
beCBUte he loved nccrecy, or becauKC, nhuttin^ 
faimtelT up within himaeir, he waa wholly borne 
away unto God. Oluimes be would Epcak on 
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Hnrobk 'his wise unut hu incim.-ite cumpanidnH : *'Wlicn 
the servant of God U visited ot' God in pfHycr, 
he ought to «ay 'This comfort, O Lord, Thou 
haul stM from heaven unto mc, a ttinner anil un- 
worthy, and I commii it iintn Thy care, for that 
I feci me to be a thief of Thy treasure.' Whfn, 
therefore, he rclurncth from pmying, he ought 
thus to shew himself as a little poor one and s 
Binner, not as one whu hath attained uiitci nny new 
giacc." 

;. Once when the man of God was praying in 
the place of the f^illle Porti<'n, it chanced that 
the Bishop of Assiai came to visit him, as was 
hit wimt. He at orce nn i-nvring the jilace 
hctoiik him onto the cell wherein the nervant of 
Chrin was praying, with more boldness than was 
sreinly, and, Icnocking at the door, was nhoui to 
enter i hut, an he thrust in hii hend, acid beheld 
the Saint in prayer, a sudden trembling g^t hold 
of htm, his limbs beeame rigid, and he Ion the 
power of speech ■, then suddenly he was dri(xo 
forth by force, by the divine will, and with 
retomins steps was led afar off. All astonied, 
the Bishop hastened unto the Brethren with all 
li\c ajK.i'd lie nii^ht, and, Gtid renioring unto hini 
hu speech, with his lirst words he declared his 
fault. 

It bcfdl on a time that tlic Ablxit of the Mon- 
astery iif Saint Justin in the diocese of Perugia 
met the eervonl of Chriit. Beholding him, the 
devout Abbot with all speed alighted itoni hi* 
hor«e, that he might both do reverence unto the 
man of God and hold name converM; with him 
concerning hia aoul's welfare. At length, their 



J 



HIS ZEAL m PRAYER 



log 



riwfrt conierfncc oTcr, tht- Abbol, as he departed, His inte 
hunibiy besought thni jirnyiTB whoiild be olfrrcd cossion 
on his bchutf. Unto wh'jin the man dear umo 
God made answer: "I will prav fot thiT with 
g'Midwiil." Acnirrfingly, whfr the Abbot had 
departed a little n|iact-, the (aithiii! Francis spnke 
unto his compani'in : " Tarry for me awhile, 
Dtuther, for I am minded to pay the debt thM 
I haic promised." While, then, he wna praying, 
on a sudden the Abb(H frk in his spirit an un- 
wonted ^Ifrw and 9 »w<?ettie8S hithert<> uniirown, 
in such wise as that he wns carried out of himself 
in an cemasy, and wholly loosed from himsc-lf and 
absorbed in God. This lasted but for a brief 
space, nfter which he came unto himself ngain, 
and recogTjijcd the cfiicaey of the prayer of Hainl 
Francis- Fhenccfofward he did alway burn with 
greater love toward the Order, and recounted 
thi< event unto many as a miracle. 

6. 1'he holy man wan wunt to nay the Caronico] 
Hours before God not less reverently than devoutly. 
For albeit he suifered frran infirmitiwi of the eyen, 
the stomach, spleen, and liver, yet would he never 
kan against an outer or inner wall, while lie was 
Intoning iheni, but alway said the Hours standing 
upright, and without hit hood, not letting bin eye* 
ronni about, nor cuttinj; shorr his words. If he wcr« 
on 3 journey, he would, when the time came, Btay 
his ite|iG, nor would he omit thin referent and holy 
hatnt for any storm of ruin. For he would aay : 
" If the body ncedeth quiet when it partaketh of the 
bread chat, like itself, shall become food for woram, 
with how much peace and calm doth it behove the 
loul to receive the Bread of Life ? " Grierously 
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n«»M- iHi! he ciitiMilpr hiniKcIf lo bnve ntunibW iC ever, 

cnceand wliilc fjiiinj; hiiiiHcli' unto ptayer, hie mind wns led 

"tUmSi "'"y °^ "ttpty famtiBiM. When anything of the 

pranc '''"^ Sappcned, he nindc mt-ntion thereof in coo- 

ffflsbn, that he niighi forthwith atone for ii, Thia 

esmrsincsB he had so t«rn«f into an habit that right 

seldom did he suffer from iVvn of this sort. 

One Lent, lie had made a little vat, tbat he 
might fill tip his spare niomenMi, and they not be 
utterly wanted. But (!)rasmuch as while snyirR 
Tierce thi* came into his memory nnd n little 
distracted his mind, he, moved by the fervour of 
hiG Kpiril, burnt the little vase lo llit firt, saying i 
" 1 will Nactilice it unto the I ,cird. Whose sacrilicc 
it hath hinderod." U wna his wont to say thff 
^^nlu1ll with mind and apirit as atlcnt as though he 
saw (fod (jriMcnt before hia eyes, and when the 
Name of the Lord ocoirrcd therein, he seemed to 
■refresh his very lipn with the savour o/ite awt-Wnens. 
He wax fain that that &ame Name of ibe Loid, not 
alone when it was meditated upon, hiil aUr> when 
it was uit«rcd or written, should be honoured with 
an e»])ccial reverence, and at times he would prevail 
on the Brethren to collect all j)a|ier« with writing 
upon them, whctesoe-ver they might fmd them, and 
tt> lay them in some sw-mly place, lest perchance 
tbat sacred Name might happtn t<i be written 
[hereon, and kj troddi'ii undeffool. And when he 
Uttered or heard the Name of Jesus, he was filled 
with an inward rejoicing, and M'enied all trnnifigutcd 
outwardly, a» ihuugli noinc honey-sweet tame had 
soothed his palate, or some melodious sound hi» eiir. 
7. Now three yearn before hia death it befcU 
that h« was minded, ai ihc town of Gtcccic^ to 
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I criebrnic ihc memory of the Birlh of the Child The 
I Jesus, with all the added aolemnity that he might, Presepio 
I for thf kindling of devotion. That t!iii mi(;ht not g-^^. 
seem an innovation, he isought and obtnined license 
from the Supreme Pontiff", and then nmde reody » 
manger, and bade hay, together with an ox and un 
asB, be brought uma the spot. The Brelhrcn were 
L called together, the folk asuembk-d, the wood 
f echiied with iheif voietn, »nd thiii aujjust niglit 
was made radiant and solemn with many bright 
lighte, and with tunefcl and Bononma prainm. The 
I man of God, filled with tender love, stood before 
' the manger, bathed in tears, and overflowing with 
joy. Solemn Mawiei were celebrated ovm the 

(manger, Friincis, the Levite of Christ, chanting 
the Holy Godpel, Then he preached unto the 
folk standing round of the Birth a( the King in 
poverty, calling Hint, when he wished to name 
Him, the Child of Bethleht-m, by reason of his 
tender love for Hira. A certain knight, vnlornuB 
and tnic, Measet John of Greccio, whu for the 
love of Christ had left the liecular army, and was 
bound by closest friendithip unto the man of Clod, 
declared that he beheld a little Child right fiiir to 
see sleeping in that manger, Who seemed to be 
awakened from nleep when the ble.incd Father 
Tranci* embraced Him in both arms. This vision 
of the devout knight i« rendered worthy of belief, 
not nloDc through the hulineiji of him that beheld 
it, but is also confirmed by the initli that it »ct 
forth, and withal proven by thr miracles that 
followed it. For the ensampk oi Francis, if 
mcdttated upon by the world, niiut needs tiir up 
slvgi'.ish hearts unto the faith of Christ, and the 
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A hay thai was kept back from the maoger by the 

bteuing folk proved a marvellons remedy for sick beaets, 

taereirain ^^j ^ prophylactic against divers other plagues, 

God magDifying by all means HiB servaot, and 

making manifest by clear and miracidous portents 

the efficacy of his holy prayers. 



CHAPTER XI 

OF Nil VNDEIUTANIIINC: OF THE SCR1?TP»ES, AKD 

OF HIS SMRir OT PROPHb-CV 

I. Ukto sach a trafiquillity of mind had his The 

onwraricd zeal for prayct and continuous practice Holjr 
of virtue bioughi the man of God thal^atbeil he Scrip 
had no instru'Ction ot learning in the Gacrcd 
writings — yet, illumined \>y the beams of ctemiit 
light, he searched the deep things of the Scrip- 
Hires with inarvellou& intcllfCtual diaceramenl. 
Kor his genius, pure from all slain, |>cnetraIeK) 
into the hidden jilaces of the niyateriefi, an<l, 
where the leaminE of a theologian (arKeth with- 
out, the feelings of the lover led him in. At 
linicB he would read in the sacred books, and 
whatfloever had once been presented unto his mind 
became indelibly imprinted on his memory, for it 
WM not in vain that he comprehended hy hearing 
and by an attent mind that which he ever medi- 
taied upon wivli the liivctif an iinc«s*ing deroticn. 
Once when the Brethren asked whether it were 
his will that the clerka that had been already 
received into the Order should deii>ie themselves 
un!o ilic study of Holy Scripture, he made 
answer ; " It is indeed my will, yet fur so long 
alone as they follow the example of Christ, Who, 
we read, prayed more ihao He read, and for >o 
long as they do aot lose their zeal for prayer, nor 
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A thcO' study only that ihcy may know liow they ouglit 
loglan 10 speak ; rather 1« thrni study that thry may be 
(5"^ m '''^^' *^ '''^ word, and, when ihey hai* done ii, 
Diay set forth unto oiherB what they loo shoiiM 
do. I am fain, (saith he), that my^ Brethren 
ahouU be learners of the Go4i>ei, and thus make 
progiees in knowledge of the truth, thst they 
■hould grow in the purily of guiiclcasnew, so that 
ihey sever not the harmlessress of the dove Irom 
the wisdom of the serpent, which twsin the 
greatest Teacher hath joined together with His 
blcMcd raouth." 

z. Being Hskvd at Siena by s certain devout 
man, a doctor of «acred theology, concerning 
sundry proUIenis hard of understanding, lie Intel 
bare the hidden things of the divine wisdnm with 
mch luminous exposition that that learned man 
was mightily astomed, and exclaimed in aina/e- 
meot : "Verily, the theology of thi« holy Vaiher, 
borne aloft by purity and meditation as though by 
wings, IB as a flying eagle, while our learning 
crecpcib on its belly on the earth." For, aibcit 
he were unskilled in speech, yet, full uf learning, 
he unravelled t\ic knota of probleniN, and the 
thinj; that wiis hid he brought forth into the lisht. 
Nor WM it unliitin)) that the holy man nhould 
receive from God an understanding o( the Scrip- 
tuTcK, Kecing that by the imitalinn ot Chrit^t he 
fultilled and act forih in his deeds tlieir jjerfect 
truth, and by the abundant anointing uf (he IJoly 
SjMrit had within him, in hi« own heart, ao io- 
itructor therein. 

J, Si> mightily did the spirit of prophecy Hhine 
ferch in him that be both foreknew what wait to 
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cumr, and behdJ the ttecrets of men'» hearts, aod The C 
perceived aliaent things as though they were Mdera 
pfcsetit, and in wondrous wise nianifeced hU owa ut'Tj" 
presence unto Iheni that were absent. For on a 
time when the Christian army wan Iwaieging 
I Damietta, the ni;in of God was jiicKnt, fortilicd 
■ not by arms but by faith. When on the day of 
battle the Christians were preparing them fof the 
con&tct, 3nd ihc aervant of Christ heard thereuf, 
. he groaned bitterly, ynd said unto hin conipunion : 
"If they essay to join battle, the Lord hath 
shewn me that ii will not tare well with the 
Chri«li.ins ; but, if 1 say thiii, I sh^!] be accountird 
a fool ; if I Itevp )iileni;e, I shaL n-ot escape the 
reproaches of my conscience. What, then, dost 
tliou advise '. " Hie comjDaniun replied : " BrtrtJier, 
do thou esti-em it but a light thing to be judged 
of men, for that thou dost not now make a begin- 
ning of being accounted a fool. Unburden thy 
coiLNL-icnce, and fear Cod rather than men. 
Hearing thin, the hccald of Christ hastened forth, 
and approached the Christianti with aatutary wam- 
ingti,forbidding the battle, and prophesying its Ibbuc. 
The truth wait unto them aa a vain talc, they 
hardened iheii hearts and would not turn back, 
They went into the iield, (hey joined battle, they 
Jbuglit, and the entire Christian host was put to the 
rout, thus winning shame, not triumph, as the end- 
ing of the warfare. In this dread defeat, the 
Christian boat was &o dimiDished that there were 
about six thousand alain or captured. Thereby 
was it clearly made manifot that the wisdom of 
the ]ioor man, Fruncia, had not been meet for con- 
trmpi, for the niind of a lighteoui man it some> 
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The lime wont to icJi him more than acven wacchnicr. 
Knight that sit above in »n high tuwci. 
[of CeUno ^_ ^, another time, when he was reHirned 
from bryond ncu, and hiid conir unto Cclano to 
preach, a certnin Knight with humble deroutricSA 
and grent impottunit^ iavittyj him to dine with 
him. He c^mc accordingly unto the houie of 
the Knight, Mid the whole hoaitehold rejoieed 
oiti the coming of their poor guests. Before 
they partook of the meal, Francis, as he was 
wont, ttood with ejrec uplift to heaven, with a 
dovout mind ofleriiig uQto Ood prayerB and 
praises. His prayer ended, he called aside hia 
kindly howt in fstmiliar wise, and thus ad- 
dresAed him ; •■ Lo, my brother and host, yield- 
ing unto thine importunity I have come unto 
thy hoiiiie lo eat. Do thou oow yield speedily 
unto my exhortations, fora»mach as ihou shalt cat 
not here, but elsewhere. Confess now thy sinH, 
und be contrite with ihcgrief of a true repentance, 
nor let aught abide in thee that thou dost not lay 
bare in sincere confession. The Lord will re- 
ward thee ihia d^iy for that thou hnsl received 
His poor with Kich devoncness." Tiie Knight 
yielded forthwith unto the words of the holy man, 
unto whose com|)anlon he didctoKed all hin tins in 
confession, and then set his house in order, and 
prepared himself, in 90 far as he might, for death. 
At length they SHt down to table, and, while the 
rest were beginning to eat, the host on a audden 
gave up the ghost, curried off by m sudden death 
according unto the word of the man of God. 
And thua it befell, by the merita of his gncioua 
hORiniality, that, according unto the Wojd of 
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trvlh, **He thai receivMh a piojihet shall receive The 
a prophet's reward "1 for by the pruphelic P"- ^'"^l^ 
diction of the holy man thai devout Knight mndc ^^T*"" 
himself ready againal the sudden onset of death, 
masmu-ch as, furtili^d by the weiipunn of iKmilciicc, 
he was iible to cscajje eternal condomnation and 
filter into th* everluating tabernacles. 

5. Once an ;i time, while the holy man was lying 
sick at Kieii, a prebendary, Gideon by name, a 
man unstable? and worldly, thai had been stricken 
with a sore disease and was lying in hio bed, was 
broMght umo him, and with leara beeoughi him — 
u did the byntanders — that he would nmlce over 
him the sign af the Cross. Unto him he aaid : 
"Since aforetime thou weit Hying after ihc lueis 
Ol the flesh, not fearing the judgements of God, 
how can I sign l!ie<? with the Cross? Howbeit, 
for the sake of the devout prayers of these that 
picjd for thee, I will make over ibm? the sign of 
lh« C[08« in the name of thcr Lotd. Yet be thou 
well Mtured that a worse thing will befall thee if, 
when thou hast been set free, thou shall return 
unto thy Yomit. For ihc sin of ingratitude ever 
bringcth with it worse evils ihan were suffered 
afftfc." Then, when the sign of the Crosd wan 
made uver him, at once he that hud lain paralysed 
rote up whole, and, breaking forth into God's 
praiiM, "I," snilh he, "am set free!" Hiii bonen 
cracked within him, In the heating of many, even 
as when dry wood i§ broker by the hand. Yet when 
but a ahort time h^d paBsed by, he (orgat God, and 
a^ain yielded hi« body unto unchastity. When 
one tvening he had supped in the house of a ccr^ 
lain Canun, and wss sleeping then; that (vt^t^<;A'«a 
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A devout Buddeo the roof of the house fdl in above them &IL 
ifldy Bat while (he rest escaped death, that wretched 
DiCSseC n,g„ alone was overtaken and cut off. Thu« by a 
lighteous jild;gciiicDl of God the Inst state of that 
man was wor«c than the (net, by reanun of his sin 
of ingratitude, and contempt of God, since it hfid 
behoved him to br grateful for the p^ardoo that he 
had gained, and lince a crime when repeated is 
twofold an ufTrnCe. 

6. On atiotber time, a <tcvuut woman of noble 
birth came unto the holy man to unfold her grief 
unto him and to aik a remedy. Now tihe had a 
right cruel husband, from whom she autfercd wp- 
jMiiiitiDn in the service of Christ, wherefore she 
betoo^ht the holy man thai he would pray far 
him th;it God would deign to soften his heart 
with His own mercy. Hearing this, Francis said 
untu her, " Go in peace, and confidently await 
from thine husband the conitbrt that be »ltail 
speedily afford thee." And he added : '* Say 
nolo him From God and from me that now ii> the 
day of mercy, hereafter thai of justice." When 
he had blessed her, the woman returned, found 
her hunliand, and declared what had been ipokcn. 
Then the Holy Sjiirit fell upon him and changed 
hiiti into a new man, making him in all gentleness 
reply thus : " Lady, let us serve the l_.ord, and 
save our *oula." Then by the jjersuasion* of his 
devout wife for many years they liired a lilir of con- 
linence, and both on the name day departed unto 
the Lord, Of a truth, wemuM marvc! at the might 
of the spirit of prophecy thai viu found in the nian 
of Cod, through the which he restored unio widi- 
trcd liinba (heir power, and impressed on hard 
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bearts godiinesa ; altyil no Icu must wc be a.f His 
lonied at the clear perception of iKat Npirit, j'^^'*" 
■whereby he so fon-luiew the issue of limire *venta S'^EL 
tliai he could atarch even the accrci things of future 
men'™ consciences, having obtained, liVc anflthcr 

Hhsha, u dduble portion of the epiiit of HUas. , 

7. Once when at Siena he had decisively fore- 1 
told unto a cerUiD friend some events that Hhould J 
tome to pass, that learned man — qS whom men- I 
tion hath been made above as to his confeirin^ I 
with hini about the Scriptures — heard thereof, I 
a.nti, doubting, asked the holy Father whether he I 
had said the things thai he had heard from the I 
narration of that other. Then Frands not only I 
(leelsred thul he hiad bo spoken, but fiJ ho foretold by I 
prophecy that man's own end, who wag thus aik- I 
ing concerning another. And that he might the I 
more suitdy impreiM this on his heart, he revealed I 
unto him a certain hidden scruple of hie con- I 
science, which that man. had niier laid bare unco I 
wiy living, and by thus njarvdli>ug|y revealing the I 
same he expl:iined it, and by hi» salutary counsels I 
Jiiid it low. To L-onfirni the truth of all thin, it I 
Ix-fcll that that name devout man cante unto lii» I 
end at the last in the manner foretold htm by the I 
Rcrvont of Chtiit. I 

8. Once, niorco"er, when he was rtturning from I 
beyond Hra. with Brother Leonard of Astisi a» I 
hi« coiiipaniiin, it chanced that, worn out and I 
weary as be was, he was tidin;; on an ass. His I 
companion, as he followed him, — hin)»elf no little I 
wearied, ^bcgan to say wiiliiii hiniicJf, with a I 
touch of human weakness: "Thin man's ianiily I 
wnn not of equal standing with mine own. And I 
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now, looli you, he tidclh, and I on tool lead hin 
aii»." K^en as he thus tcaai)n>rd, the holy man 
A)rthwitH diamouDCed from thv i^, i:iyiag : *' It is 
not litcing, Brother, chat I should ride, and thou 
walk atbot, for that in ihe world thou wert of 
tiubler birth and more etanding than I." Thtn tin* 
Brotticr was dumb with amazement, and blu;<hcd 
fijT shame, and, perceiving his fault, fell nt the 
othrrVi feet, which he bedewed with tcum, and 
laid bare what liad bceo his thought, and implored 
pardon. 

9. A certain Brother, devoted urto God, and 
unto the servant of Christ, oft meditated in hia 
heart how thai one must be meet for the divine 
grace whom the holy man embraced with intimate 
friendship, yet nevertheless he thought himself 
considered of God as a stranger, 011 taide the number 
o^ the elect. Being, then, ofitimcs harassed by 
the oncoming of «uch thoughts, he ardently desired 
liie intimate friendship of the man of God, yet did 
not lay bare unto any the secret of hin heart ; hint 
the kindly Father called gently ttnto him, and thua 
addrefln'il : " i^ct no thoughts disturb thee, my 
don, for I hold thee most dear, and amongut thtMC 
most ei«]>rcial!y dear unto rae 1 do gladly beNtow 
upon ibee the gift of my friendship and my love." 
Thereat the Brother nianelled, nnd from being 
devout became ever more devout, and not only 
increased in love of the holy man, but wan nlM 
laden, through the gift of the grace of the Holy 
Spiiit, with greuter endowitienti. 

Now while Francis was sojourning on Mount 
Alvcma, accluded in his cell, one ot' his a»ii- 
panian;: did mightily desire 10 pottctt «unie of the 
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words or the Lord wiiiicn by his hand, and with He 
brief notes thereupan. Pot, having it, he belier^l writMh 
that he iiiighc eacajic a grieiouK temptation, not of j!*.j "** 
the riesh, but of the spirit, by the which he was 
dtHCrcased, or iii^mredily might be cDsbled to bear 
it more easily. While he was piniag with lucli a 
dc^irc^ he suffered torments wiltiin, being overcome 
with sbamefastoesi, nor ttariag to lay the matttr 
before his venerated Father, But though man told 
il not unto him, the Spirit ttvcaled it. For he bade 
the Brother aforesaid bring unto him ink and 
parchment, and according unto the desire of the 
Brother he wrote with Ma own hand the praises of 
the Lord thereon, and finally, a blessing for him, 
saying; "Take onto thyself this parchment, and 
keep il with care until the day of thy death,' 
The Broiher received the gift he had so desired, 
and forthwith that temptation utterly departed from 
liini. The writing was preserveil, and foraamuch 
as in later days it wrought miracles, it became a 
witness unto the virtues of Francis. 

10. Now there wa^ a Brother eminent, in ko 
far as outward appearance went, for bis sanctity, 
diminguiEhed in hia coDverse, yet somewhat singular 
in bearing. Devoting his whoJc time unto prayer, 
he observed silence with luch rigour an that he was 
wont to make hia confession not by words, but by 
n<xls. Now it chanced that the holy Father came 
unto that place and beheld the Brother, and spake 
concerning him with the other Brethren, When 
they all praised and gloriiied him, the man of God 
made answer : " Beware, Brethren, lest ye praise 
UTito me in him the deceitfiJ semblancM of the 
devil. Know in truth that this is a temptation of 
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Discera- the devil, m<i a deceitful sn»rc." The Brtlhcn; 
lucBt of were loth lo Mitrte ihie, judging it almost impot- 

^^^•f sible thai (he devices of a i'a[nc MXftx'iag oltodd 
gj^j adorn themeelvc* with so itinny evidence* of 
{wrfection. Yet uf » iruih, un liik lc.-a>ine the 
Religion not many ditya afker, it was manifestly 
seen with whai clL-aroena of inward vinion llic mas 
of Gud had discciTiL-d thr sfcrets of his heart. 

After ik'm manner he would predict with 'in^ 
fragablp truth the fall of many who seemed lo 
stand, hut also the conveiainn unto Christ of many 
whit were turned aside, eo that he eeemed lo have 
approached unto the niirrot of eternal light to gaze 
therein, and by its wondrous radiante the sight of 
hi» mind siir<'ly perceived things that were ab«uit 
in bodily forni, even ae though they were present. 
1 1. Thus, on 3 time when his Vicar WM holding 
a Chapter, and he himself was in his cell praying, 
he wua a nit:diat.ur between the Biethren and 
God. For when one of them, shelteting himself 
under some closV of defence, would not yield 
himadf up unto discipline, thv holy man beheld 
this in spirit, and called one uf the Biethr«i,3nd said 
unto him : " I «nw, Brnther, the devil sitting upon the 
lack of that disobedient Biothet, holding his neck 
gripped, I'or he, driven by such a master, spuming 
the bridle uf obedience, had giien the rcinn unto 
his instincts- And when I besought God for the 
Brother, at unce the devil withdrew in confusion. 
Go then and bid the Brother yield his neclt with 
all s])ccd unto the yoke of holy obedience." The 
Ikiiihtri, exhorted by the me«)ienger, forthwith 
turned unto Cod, and liiinihly threw himulf til the 
ted of the Vicar, 
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1 1. Again, it brfeU on a time tli»t two fircthmi of tecret 
had conic from afwt unto the lirrniiiap,c of Greccio, Swires, 
thiH they might behold the man of God, and carry *"'' ''"■ 
away with them liis blcsniog, the which they had 
long time coveted. They came i»nd Ibiinii him 
not, for that he hnd returned from the comnio:n 
dwelUng-^iIace unio his cdl, wherefore they were 
departing dwcorsolately. Lo, aslhey were with* 
(hawing, FranciR, who toiild have known naught 
by human perception of their arrival or depantire, 
contrary unto hia wont cajiie forth of his cell, 
called after them, and, according tinlo their desire, 
made the nigo of the Croci over them, blc«!iing 
them in the name of Chrint. 

I J. Once' tw-o Brethren were come from Terr* 
dj Lavoro, the Mct of whom had giT«i (tome 
otTcncc unto the younger. But when they came 
befurc the Father, he aslced of the younger how 
th« Brother that was his ctxnpanioD had behaved 
toward him on the way. On hii making aonwer ; 
"Well enough," he responded; "Beware, Brother, 
that thou lie nut under pretext of humility, for i 
know, I know, — do thou wait a while and thou 
chali see.'' The Brother was tiiighcity astonicd 
in what wise he hud perceived in spirit what had 
taken place so far off. Accordingly, not many 
days after, he that had given the offence upto the 
Brother, ic])urning the Religion, went out utterly, 
ntX seeking pardon from the Father, noi submit- 
ting unio the discipline of correction thai was hia 
due. Thujt two things were made manifest at the 
Mine lime in the ruin of this one man, to wit, the 
jtwice of the divine judgments, and the clcai 
Tision of the 8i)irit of prophecy. 
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DATJd, i-f. In what wise I''riinci8*how<^ hinwdf j>[«ont 
Petei. unto ihcni thsc wctc Btxcnt, by the working of 

_ •".^ thr (iivine |)fjwer, u clearly ap]nr«it from wtut 
balh Ixim afore TpUtcd, If wc r^cnll unui naieA 
how in hu sbtcnce he Hppcared unto the Brethren 
M one trsnifigiircKj, in a chiirioi of lire, and fanw 
al the Chapter uf Arlvs h« ehi-wcti iuniselF uith 
■rmii Diiutrcuhnl aticf the likcocm of a Crooi. 
This w( imist believe to have been wrought by 
llw divine ruling, that by the nitrnculous Mjipear- 
ancc of his bodily presence it niiptht be abiinctantiy 
evident how that his spirit was prewnt in ntKl 
penetrated by iKc light of tbc eternal wisdom, 
which ia mote motinp. than any motion, ond Rocih 
ihrmigh all ihtngR li>y reaton of her purcnesB. and 
entering into holy Miula maketh them fritndn ijf 
God, and prophets. For the most exalted 'I'cnchLT 
ii wont to re\(fll His myBterics unto the bnbes 
and simple, as was liriit necn in David, the maul 
lofty of the I'rophcta, and afterward in the Prince 
of tlie Apontlm, Peter, and ln«ily in Francis, the 
little poor one of Chriit. For thene, ^ilbett they 
wae simple, and unskilled in leitcra, were made 
fmniows by the trjiching of the Holy Spirit ; the 
first a shepherd, to Iced the flock of the Synago);iic 
that was brouRhi forth out <if l'"gypt j the seccmd 
a fiFhrr, to lill the great net of the Chunh with 
a midtitude of belicverii; the liuit a mernbaniniAn, 
to buy the pearl of C(f)«i)el life, when that he hail 
sold and dis|>o«ed ul all thingn for the sake or 
Chrint 



CHAPTER XII 

or THE EFTICACV OP HIS PREACHIHO, AND Of 
HIS GIFT OF HEALING 

I. Thx truly faithful s<'rvani and minktcr ofsaint 
Christ, Ffiincii, thnt he might )iiithful!f and per- Francis 
Ttctly fulfil all things, strove moat chiefly to cxer- j!'^^ 
ciw tho« virtues thai he knew, by the guidance (^ g^,^ 
of th« Holy .Spirit, were most pleasing unto hie himself 
C<kL Wherefore it came to page that he fell 
into great striving with himself by rcaton of a 
doubt, the which that he might end, — on hii 
Icttirn after many days of prayer,- — he set before 
ihc Brethren that were his intimates. "What," 
laith he, " da ye couDEel, Brethren, what do ye 
eommend! Shall I devote myiielf unto praycTi 
01 I shall go about preaching? Of a truth, I 
tllHl am hide, and simple, and rude in speech 
liavc received more grace oi prayer than of speak- 
ing. Now in prayer, there seemeth to be the 
gair and heaping up of gr.ices, in preaching, a 
ecrtiiin giving qui of tlic gifts received from 
heaven i in prayer, again, a cleansing of the in- 
ward feelings, and ^n union with the one, true, 
and highest good, tt>gcilier with a strengthening 
of virtue ; in preaching, the spiritual feet wax 
duuy, and many things distract a man, and dis- 
cipline is relaxed- Fin-ally, in prayer, we apcuk 
with Gtxl and hear Him, and live as it were the 
lik oT Angek, while we convene with Aogeli ; 
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to prayer in iwcaching, wc muM needs, practiiic niucli con- 
or to dcscenoinn tow;ird men and living amung then 
P'*^^ as f«llow-m«n must think, **c, aay, jnd hear such 
tilings iu pertain unto men. Yd one thing is 
there lo 9ft against thcw, the vWi^h in God'* 
sight would MCni to weigh tiwit than they aii, to 
wii, thai the only-begotten Son of God, Who is the 
highest wisdom, left Hin Father's bos<ini for the 
mtlvation of souls, that, instiuiMing the world by 
His eniamplc, He might preach the word ni'salTs- 
tion unto men, whom He both twlccTiird ;il the 
cont ol His sacred Blood, and ticansed in a Uver 
and psire them to drink, keej)ing back naught of 
Him»e]f, biit for nur sahatinn freely bcsrnwing 
all. And forasmuch as we ought to do all thing* 
aftpt th<' pattern o( thnse things that was nhcwn 
un in Him ax (in the lufty mount, it Mi.-iiieth that 
it nii>;bt [-K more acce|)Uble unto God that, laying 
Acidc leiiurc, I iihould go forth upto the work." 
And aJbrit for many days he pondered over 
nich Myingt with the Brethren, he could not of 
a nitcty discern whether of the twais he should 
choose ah more truly {ilea sing uDlo ChrtH. Foi 
albeit he had known many wondrous thingii through 
the apirit of prophecy, hr was not able thereby to 
rcHohc thia question clearly, the piovidcnce of 
Cioit better ordaining, »i) that the merit of preach- 
ing might be made evident by an heavmly oracle, 
and ll)e humility of Chrixt'ii ser«api hv kqit intact. 
1. He, true Brother Minor, was not uhamed 
to Hftk hrtle things froin those less than hinindf, 
albeit he had lenmt great things from ihr Rr«iteBt 
Ttuchcr. I'or with an eapecial leal he wns wont 
tfi enquire aitcr what way aad itianncr of life he 





HIS PREACHING 

lu^ mosi periccdy serve God xandmg unto CeooMl 
Hb wilL Tlu* wat htc highest phtliMophy, thii 4f SiBBt 
his highot dctirc, w lonR a« he htttt, *a ihtt h« ^j*^* 
would rnquira of ww mA trmpJe, uf perfect and Silrcster 
im|>«[tcclT of young and (4d, to whal wmc br 
might with moai boliaru attain unto tbc wmmi) 
of prrfrctioD. Thnvforr, calltog anio htm iwan 
oi the Brethren, be »cnt them unto llrotliM 
Silvotcr,— he that Had seen the Croe* procccdini: 
from hiK mouth, uod w^i at thnt time gi*in2 him* 
Bplf up unto coniiniHnu pr»J*r in the mouMsin 
■bo*c Assi»i, — Ihu he might seek an antwcr from 
God concrniing this doubt, and announce it unto 
him fiom the Lord. This aatac biddiag he laid 
Upon the holy vtrgb Clare, that through aome of 
tlie puree and Kimplu of the vitgins that were 
living under her rule, yea, and through her own 
prayerE united with thwe of the other Sitiete, she 
might :ia-eR3tn the will of ihe Lord touching ihib 
.matter. The ri-i«rend piicat and the virgin vrtvued 
nnio God were marvellously in agreement coo- 
eemiag ihiit, the Holy Spirit revealing it unto 
ttiem, to wii, thai n vis» the divine will that ihe 
herald of Chriti should go forth tu prcacti, 
WhMi, therefore, the Brethren tetumed, and, 
according unto what ihcy h^d heard, jiointcd mii 
the will of God, Francis forthwith rose and 
girded himadf, and without any delay net futtli 
OD his journey. And with such Icrvouf did he 
go, to (olfil the divine bchcDt, and with Btich »pecd 
did he hancn nn his way, that he nGenwd^tlu- 
kand of live Lord being ixfoa hini — to have put 
on new [wwct from heaves. 

]. Wlken he drew nigh unto Dnagna he castvt 
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Sffnnon uniu > 'pot wlicn-in a gccat inulliludi: uf bud» 
to the of di*eis specit's were gatherod together. Wht?n 
™"' the holy man of God pefcpiv<hl chcni, ht- rao 
with all *pRd unto the place and greeted thvui a» 
if they shared in humnn uiuferslandiiiR. They 
OB their jiBil nil awaited him anil iurr(xl towaid 
him. thoife that were perched vn bushes bending 
their headti an he drew nigh thmi, and looking on 
him in unwonled wise, while he caiiie right among 
thrm, nnd diligmily exhottcd iheni nil to htiir the 
word of God, s;tying: "My brothers thfl hirda, 
much ought ye to pmise your Creator, Who hnth 
clothed you with li-athers nnd given you wirgfl to 
fly, and hath made orer unto you the purt air, 
and eart'tli for you without your taking thought fur 
yourtdvcB," While he wm epeaking unto them 
these and other like woids, the little birdii — be- 
having theuiseNvs in v/undrous wide — began to 
Htrctcb thrir Decks, to spread their wings, to open 
th«ir brakt, and to Iodk intct^tly on htm. He, 
with uuiidrous fervour »f ajiirit, paii«cd in and out 
among them, touching ihcm with hi» habit, nor 
did one of them move from the *pot until he had 
made tlie nigti of the CroM over them find given 
them leavr ; then, whh the blfrwing of the man 
of God, they all Hew away together. All thejic 
things wrre wiIneeHed by liis compnnionn that 
stood awattinji him by the way. Rnuming onto 
thcni, thcr simple and hfily man be^an to blame 
htflitcif for neglect in that he hwd not afore then 
preacfaed unto the bird*. 

\. Thence, while going iniong the neighbour- 
ing places to preach, he cunc- unto a town named 
AJviuu, where, when the >utk were gathered 
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logKhcr and njlenn had been bidden, he could Tho 
yi't ncarcc be hrird by reason of the awallow" awaJlows 
thai wv-rc there building ihcir nrals, and iwittcr- .^'f 
ing with thfiti cricB. The man of (Jod, in th*.-*"^"'^* 
hcuring of ;tU, nHdrcaHcd them, -iikI Miid ; " My 
liners the swolluwn, 'm now time that 1 loo 
ibould Kpenk, seeing tit.it until now ye have Knid 
your Bay. Hcaikcn nolo the wotd of God, and 
keep dilencc, until the preaching of the Lord be 
t-nded." Then they, an though giftM with 
understanding, on a midden fell silent, nor mored 
fitjni the sjioi until the whole preaching was 
. liniyhtd. All they that saw it were filled with 
I Bniazencnt, and perilled God. The report of 
' thin murrcl spread on all vidct, and kindled in 
niaoy reverence for the Saint, anH dMnticin unto 
the faith. 

5. Againi in the city of Parma, a acholar of 
good dispoaition that with his cot)irs<le« wm busily 
iDtenl on titudy, was lt«ublird by the tiOporlunste 

(twittering of x certain swallow, and ttrf^an to say 
uMO his oomradcH : "This swallow is one nf 
tho»e that troubled the man of God, Frnncis, on 
« ttmr whrn he was preaching) until he bade theni 
he itiient." Then, turning unto the swallow, with 
nil conlideDce hcEHid : *' Id the name of Francis, 
the scrrmit of G«d, I bid thee come hither to me 
fonhwith, and keep Mlence." Then the bird, 
hearing the name Fruncl», like unc instructed by 
the teachinfi of the man of God, ai once fell 
ailmt, and withal gave hemrlf up into his bands 
SN though into safe keeping. The ncholir, in 
ama/cm«n. forthwith set her free again, atiJ heard 
ber twittering no more. 
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On the 6. On another time, when the »«rvant of God) 
Kaahore was pwwchin^ <in the leaalior* at Gaeta, crowcUl 
gathered about him out of deixition, thxt they 
uught touch him ; whereupon the ncrrsnt i^f Chrut^i 
shrinking firiint iiuch homage of the folk, teanc 
alone into a little boat thitt was lying by the beacn.^ 
And the boat, m though impelled by a rcaeofiiagi 
power from within, wilhuut .my rowing put oucj 
vHto Mttie diHtsnce fioni l.nnd, while nil beheld ic> 
and marvdled. iiut when, it was withdrawn siiniB 
little diitflnce into de*p water, it stayed nioiionless 
oflion^ the waies, while che hoiy man preachej: 
unto the waiting crowdti ^poa the shore. Wh*ni 
the di«i:ouTiie was ended, and the niinde per-: 
ceived, and his blessing gi'*n, the throng ga»«" 
place, in order Uuit they inigbl nn more ditmrb 
him, and the little boat of its own guidance put> 
io agUB unu> land. | 

Who then could be of no obitinate and wioktd' 
mind as to despise the preachinfr. of Francis, by 
wlioMc wondrotin might it came to ptUK that not 
irnly CTcucurrn lack-ing rciitnn were tintrciable unto 
)u» coneccion, but that even lifieleea obiects, a*- 
thou)^h they had liie, miniiitercd unto hiro while 
preaching I I 

7. Thua there was «*er pretcM wtdi Hi«{ 
wr^afii Fmngiii, in whatwcver he did, He Who 
hud ;<nointt;d him and iitnt him, the Kpirit of the 
Lord, yti, and Christ Himself, Who is the power 
of Ood and the windom of God, that he iiiighE 
abound in woidn of hmlthl'ul tfauliing and chine 
in the light of miracles of ^F«at power, h'ot hii 
tpeech wan an a burning tire, penetrating tbc 
secrets of the heart, and he fiilcil the nniKU of all 



J 




HIS PREACHING 



131 




wuh amazemrrtt, since be set foiih no ndornmrnii A Mrjnon 

W inen'i invention, but savoured of the breath of foreotten 

diYine rcmebtiDn. Thus on n time, wlien he was 

about to ptcach in the |>rcgeiice of the Pope und 

the Cardin^A, at the siiggentlon of the lord 

Bishoii of Ostia >ie h;id committed unio memory 

■ certain LUirl\iUy prcp^ircd scmion, and, standing 

in the inidtit to »H forth the wordu of edilicntion, 

found thai he hnd ao utterly tbrgoiten 11 .ill as 

thiit he kii(.-w not how tu speulc a word thereof. 

When with fruitful humility he hud confdBcd 

thill, he H« hiiiivelf 10 invoke (he grace of the 

Holy Spirit, and tbrthwith be^^n to puur fortli 

wordu so mighty in e^ect, utid uf such wondrous 

jiowcr 10 move (he minda of those illustrioii* men 

unto rqientance, it that it wan nianifeatly seen 

that it wnii not hinwelf thut ipAe, but the Sprit 

of clio I .ord. 

8. And far^umach ai he did himself izti 
pructiKc thjt which lie afterward pccacheit unto 
othcra, be feared noi^e ihjt mif>hi bUnie hini, but 
did ntoit fitithfully jitejch the inith. Ii wm not 
his way to oniouth over the fiiulti uf any, but to 
umiie thcni, nor to Hatter ihc Itfr of sinners, but 
rather to aim nt it with item reproufx. nnto 
great and small dike he Hpake with the ataat dita 
i>pifit, and he would uh joyl'tilly .iddrcss him unto 
tew an unto nuny. Folk of every age and either 
sex hastened tu *ce and tu hear this niiin, nrwiy 
giten unt« the world from heaten. He, indeed, 
ai he went chrmighout divers diKtrfcts, preached 
the (Jtwpcl with fervour, the f ,ord working with 
himund ciintirniing iht word with signs following. 
Kor in ihe power hI' Hiii Name Francis, the 
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Divm livtald of tlie tjutli, did cjst I'oilfa ilcnions, lii-,il 
niiraclM ihc sitk, and, wlisl is more, by ihc might of hi* 
prenchinj; did Mot'ten and make ptniMnt hard 
hearts, rtMioring lieultli unto body .lod mind at ilic | 
tame time, rvcn as the instancn of his working to ' 
be ciui below i;ive proof. 

1). In thic city of Toscanella, he was devoutly 
entcrcnined a« guesi by a certain Knight, whow 
only son was cnjipleil from birth ; it Iiik own 
urgent entreaty, he rained him with liis tiandf, 
and s(i suddenly made him whole tliiil, in the 
right of all, hJB limb* were all fortliwitli strcng- 
lh?iH-d, and the boy, made whole and stmng, 
nttc Up at oiii:c, w;ilking and Iciiping and prHixing 

In the city of Narni, when, at ilie enircaty of 
the BiHhiip, Ik- h.id miidc the si^n of the CroKi 
from head to fool over a Certain paralytic who 
hid Io(u the um of alt hia lijnbi, he rcitorKl him 
jm-fenly tinto healtlu ■ 

In the dioceae cf Rieti, a boy that G-un the 
age of fiMir bad been su ■wuUc.-n that he could in 
mi wuc look on hii own kf!,s., was hruught unto 
litni liy hin niMtict with tc.irs. and furtiiwitli, 
when the Saint touched bun with hb haiy hmia, 
ttai bealcd. 

In the city of OrUi, a boy iva« to dcfuimed 
that hia bead rented on hiK feet, and m>mc of his 
biknei were broken; he, when Fnnda at the 
learhtl cutriMlic* of his pntentx hnd niiide die 
si([n of the Cross oitr him, on a sudden ituod 
opright, xnd vtm from that monient unloowd. 
. 10. A certain woman in the city of Ciubbio 
had boib her hands 40 withered dod j)U(iityKil 
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that she could do no w«rk »r1i ifacnt ; ihc, Then «f 
Fraocit bad madr th« ttgn of the CroM ant hrr hcftfinc 
in the name of the Locd, g>ioed audi Alwokiie 
healing that, fctumu^ bocnc tbnbwiibt die pre- 
pared vith her own haoda food for him vid fi>r 
the poor, rwcD j« PcUr't wifc'c tiKUhcT did. 

A girl in the unrn of Denagna hid lost bcr 
oij^ht, but whflk her eyes had been ihrtcr »nnintcd 
with his ii|>ittlr' in the luioe of the Ttiaily she 
resained hiT lcmg«Wbr nghi. 

A wuiBM in the city af Narni, Mticken with 
hliniincM, wh«n the ngn of the Crtm wni nindr 
over her by Francis, recovered the si^t ihe 
yearned far. 

A hoy in Bologna had one «f bin «yea ao 
clouded by a spot thai he could wc niithing ihen> 
with, nor fnd relief by aity remedy | howbeit 
when the sm-uii of the Lord liad iivadc ih*: aigii 
of Ihe Cross oier him front he^d Ki fixit, he re- 
CCnrrrd hia nght perfectly, innutituch aa thni, 
entering the Older of BrutheiK Minor ihrrcnftei, 
hf affirmed that lie saw fur licUer wilh the eje 
that rifiirrtinie wan clouded than with the t/c that 
had been alway »ound. 

In the town of ^an Gemini, the Bfrvnni of 
God was rocfin-d »k giient by a cerliiin dcKiut 
mnn whose wifc was tormented by j dcniiin ( 
after he had iirayett, he cDinmanded the demun on 
(jhedie»ce to go out from her, nnd by the divine 
]iowcr put him «o inatantiy to flight an that it 
liecnnie clearly eiidenl that the aadnciiy of 
dvniuiut avsilcth not to rewRt the power of holy 
olicdienirr. 

In CMta di Caittello, a ngiog and tvil (pirii 
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Divers jKiesessed a woman ; he, chaigcd on oWtlivncc by 
iniTacIci (iio holy man, went oui in wrath, Icmin); the 
wumiin thui liiid been jiotscsscd free alike in niinti 
and liudy. 

1 1 . One of iht Brethren was alHictTd with 
nuch iin horrible disease an tluii it w»n uwitricd 
of many to bv rather j locmcntiag from dcniune 
than a naiurjl ucknesE. Kor i/tiimes he WHH 
nolle (iathed down on I he ground, »nd wul* 
lowed founing, with hie Hnil» nuw drawn u|i, 
now strptchcd forth, now tbidcd, now iwiKtcd, 
ntiw become rigid and lixcd. Al timca he wan 
quite rita'ichcd out and stilT, und with hiit fn.*t uii 
a level with his head, would be raised into the 
aif, and would ibcn lall bach again In drcndfii] 
fndiicn. The servant ui ChriKi, full uf w>ni|tua- 
Hion, pitied him in his so lamentahtc and incurable 
nickncM, and sent unco him a mcrwl oF the broad 
wlicicfrom he hiid been eating. When the nick 
man bad taswd the br«ad, he received such power 
M that never tbencciiirwiird did be suAcr troublr 
fnmi that sicknnv. 

In the {jrmince of Atezzo, a wontan tor many 
days had labuiired in ebildbirth, and was now 
ni^,h umu death ; nbt- wan utterly despairing ot' her 
life^ and no resourire was left her but in Gi>d. 
Now llie Koivant of Chrixc, by reason ol' liis l>Qdily 
weaknns, hud truvcllcd <in horscliuck thrtiugh 
thane region), and it chanced that the beatl wae ted 
back through (he ttlla;tc whcicin the woman lay 
sufTcring. The men tjf the jilace, Kcing the horse 
whereon the hudy man bad nat, tiiok olf the 
bridle, that they mijihi lay it on the wonutn, and 
31 the marreilou* touch llierecjf all dangei wait 
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bBfiinhed, and the wnman forthwith wae delhricd of 

UB safety. bMlioc 

'■ A cmaifi man of Citia deila Picve, devHMt and '"' I 

one thai fearetl God, hail by him a curd whec^ 

with the litily Kalher liad been girt. Whereas a 

f;rc:it number of men and wurnen in thai city were 

ulllictcd by divers diseases, he went among the 

homes of them that were sick, und, dipping the 

cord In vaiet, gave drink therefrom unlu tlie 

suffeiLTs, and thus by ihts means very many were 

cured. Moreover, the iick whi> tasted of bread 

touched by the niHD of Gvd, by the etlic;icy 

of the divine power obtained right npeedily 

heuiirig cures. 

1 1, Forasmuch ai the preaching of the heruld 
of Christ viui illuminated by these and many 
other purients and miracles, the words thj.t i'ell 
fioni him were liitiened for m eagerly as though it 
weic an Angel of the l-ord apenking. Fur 
there was in him a surpassing excellence of the 
virtuea, the spirit of prophecy, power of niirucles, 
an eloquence in preaching inspired from heaven, 
the sabruissicin unto him of the creatures that Wk 
rc.itiun, a mighty moving of men's hearts at the 
heating oC his words, a learning given him of the 
Hilly Spirit beyond all hum^in teaching, licence to 
preach granted him by the supreme Pontilf as 
the result of a revdaiion, yea, and the Rule too, 
wherein the manner of the preaching waa set 
furth, confirmed by that same Vicar of Christ, and, 
finally, the sicns of the King Mo« High imprinted 
on hit bixly nftcr the manner of 3 seal ; ihoie 
gave unsnfcwciable eiidcnic iintu tlit whole woridi 
as it ueJi- by ten witneKteB, chat Francis the 
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Wit- herald of ChrUt was worthy of reverence in hU 

"•MO* ministry, was of authority in his teaching, and 

unto him ^^^ ,^ ^ marTelied at in his saintiineu, and that 

through these virtues he had. preached the- Goapd 

of Christ like one that was indeed a meaaenger 

of God. 



CHAPTER XIII 

or THE SACNCU STICMaTA 

I. It was the custom af thai Jing«lic man, Mount 
Francis, utter to be stothhil in good, but ratKer, I-* Vernm' 
like the lieavmly sjtirits or Jacob's taJder, lo he , 

ctpt iisccndbg tuwiird God, or stwtping toward hii J 

neiKhboinr. For lie had learnt so wiaely to ajipoc- 
lion ihe lime granted unlo him fur merit that one; part 
thereof he would tpetid in labourin}; lor the pmfii 
of his nergh hours, the other he wttuUl devoti- unto 
the peaceful ecstasies of contemplation. Wlicte- 
forc, when according untu the drmaodN of time 
and pl;ii:c he had stooped to secure the aalvuticin 
of other*, he would leavr behind the distittbtinccg 
of throngs, and wed a hidden snliiude and :i phicc 
for lilcnce, wherein, giving hiitiscit' uj) mure freely 
unto the Lord, he mij^ht brush ofl' any dii»i thai 
was ilinginE untu Iiim from his conwrse wilh 
men. Accordingly, two years befiire lie yielded 
hb spirit unto heaven, the divine counsel Ic-.idin); 
bnu, tie W3iv brought after many and v^ri^d luiU 
unto an high mouni;iir) ajiart, that is ca)lc<) Mount 
Alverna. When, according unio hi« *on( he 
began, to keep a Lent there, fasting, in honour 
of Suint Michael Arch;ingel, he was lilted iint<i 
Overflowing, and an never before, with the NWect- 
ne«H of heavenly contemplation, and wan kirrdted 
with a yel more btimirg ftatiie of heave^ily liing- 
itigs, and began to ^1 the giftht »!' the diiinc 
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An orAcIe Wetowal hcKjW ui>oii tiiin. He wiia borne inio 
of God's the heights, not liKc a curiouB examiner of ihe 
'*'" divine majcwy ihiit i> weighed down by the glory 
thereof, but even a« a faithful and wiie )icrvant| 
searching out the will of God, ibnto Whoin it wis 
evct hit fervent and chief desire (o confonn kii 
self in every way. 

3. Thus by the divine oracte it wu instill 
inli> bis mind tkat by opening of ihe Book uf the 
GoMpclx ii «hotiId bo revealed unto bini of Christ 
wh» would br most pteaiing unto God in him 
ami from him. Wherefore, having first prayed 
very devoutly, he took the holy Book uf ihtt 
Gcipcls from the sitar, and made it be opened, in 
the nonic of tile Holy Trinity, by hi» ccniputiiun, 
a. man devoted unto Ood, and holy. A» in the 
ihterlold opening nf the Book, the Lord's Pawiun 
vita each tinu; discovered, Francis, (iill of the 
Spirit (4 God, verily undersiood thai, like svs he 
had tniiiaied Chiist in the deeds nf his lilv, act it 
behoved him. to be made like unto Him in the 
irialit nnd ftuffi^icig* uf His pAssion before thai he 
(liould dojiart from tlu^ world. And, albeit by 
ie-.iHuii uf the £ieiit uustelity of bin patt lifir, and 
cuntintitl isUBtaireing of the Lord's Cro«s, he was 
now fiJil in body, he; wa« no whit afeared, but wut 
the more valorously inii|iitcd to wijure a martyr- 
dom. For in him the all-p<iwcrtiil kindling uf 
Itive of ilie good Jmu had incteaitcd Intu emit, of 
tire, which lutli a niOKt vehement tlante, ku that 
many w»ter» uuuld not <)ucach ht» love, to itrong 
it wat. 

3. When, tlierefore, by terapbic glow of lung- 
iog be had beca uplifKd i4WMd Cud, and by [ 
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BWMt conipsKsion had bfcn iranafbmted inio ihc 
liknipu of Him Who of His cxc«ding lowe 
endured to be crucHied, — on a certain morning 
about the Feast of the lixaltation of Holy Cron, 
while he was praying on thr ade of the mountain, 
he brticrld a Seraph ti^iiving six wings, tiaming nti 
tc»|»li-ndcn[, coming down from the hcighw of 
heavtn. When in his llighi most swift he hnd 
reached the siiscc of aii nigh the mas of God, 
tliere apjxrareu belwixi the wings the Figure of a 
Man crucitity], having Iiib hands ;iiid feel atietthed 
(anh in the sha.pe of a Cross, aad laatracd umo a 
Croe». Twi) wings were raided above His heitd, 
twain were spread fotth to Hy, while Iwain hid 
His whole body. Beholding chia, Francis w;it 
mightily aitonied, and joy, mingled with Mffrow, 
lilled his heart. yHe rejoiced at the graciouK 

Zct wherewith he >3W Chriat, under the guise 
he Seraph, rrgard him, but Hiit cnictfixion 
jnerced hii «oul with a »word of pitjring grief. 
Hf RiRfveJIed exceedingly m the appearance of a 
vnion so unfitthomable, knowing that the tnfintirty 
(if the PniiMon <li)th in no wiae accord with the 
immortality of a Seraphic (tptrtc. At length he 
uiKterctood ihcrrfrom, the Lord revealing it onto 
him, that thii vision had been thus prcneoted unto 
his (;ai« by the d)»iiJC pr<i\idencc, thai tiic friend 
of Chnn might have furcknuwlnJgcihai he wan to 
he wholly tranafotmcd into the likeneBi of Chtint 
CrtKificdt not by nianyrdoni of body, but by 
enkindling of heart. Accurdingly, »» the viiion 
dtMppeored, it left in his heart a -womlrouii glow, 
but on his ficah alao h imprinted a iw Icsa won- 
drinis hJuioeia of it* (ukeim. For forthwith there 
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began to appear in bis hunds ami r«t the mjirloiaf 
the naile, even as he l)»d Just tieheld them in tliHt 
Fig«rr of (he CmcilUd, Kor his biinds au<l Iwl 
Deemed to be piccced through the aakht with nail*, 
the heads of the nails shewing in the p^lma of the 
hutida, atiA upper side of the feet, and their {)Ciii>t4 
shewing on the other nidc i the lieads of the nail) 
tcere round and black in the hands and fert, while 
the piiints were long, bent, and an it were turned 
back, bring Ibrmcd of the llteh itnclf, aiid proirud- 
ing therefrom. The right side, moreover, was— 
as if it hiid been picr';ed \iy h lanec— neiimed with 
a ruddy scar, whcrctrom ofttiraco welled the naiircd 
binod, staining his habit and br«eche«. 

4. Now ilic Bcrvaot of Clirirt perceived thirt 
the stigmata thus manifestly imprinted on hin flcbli 
could not be hidden from hti; intini:jtc friends; 
ncvcrthrlesit, fearing^ to make public dtc holy 
■ccrct of the Lord, he was «ci in a great Mrife of 
^uc»li4ning, to wit, whether he nhouJd tell that 
which he had seen, or oliould keep it lilent. 
Wherefore he called Bome of the Brethren, and, 
speaking unto them in general terms "et bef<>rc 
them his doubt, and aakeU their counKl. Then 
one of the Brethren, lUuniinato by name, and 
ilhiminated by grace, prrreiving thst be had \te- 
held (.onic nianelluUB things, inanmuch an that he 
*cen)cd almost Htficken dumb with amaze, said 
unto the holy man ; " Krolhef, thou knowcst that 
at time* the di«inc '«cciet» arc shewn unto ihcc, 
not only for thine own take, but fnr the xakv ttf 
others aliio. Wherefore, meBi-eineth tliou wuuldat 
have rea«on tu feai lent ihou ihouldst be judged 
guilty of hiding thy talent, didiit thou keep hidden 
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that whkh thou liiust (ccciveU, which oainc would He Icat- 
be prolitiibk unto many," At this s])«ci>, thecOithe 
holy niiin W3« moved, so that, albeit at other limos ™™"* 
he WM went to »ay "My oecict ro nic,"* he did 
then with much fear narmte in older the viNjnn 
afottfiaid, ttdding that He who h:id apjmrcd unco 
him hnd uid noinc words the which, ta long as 
he lived, he would never reveal untn any man. 
Verily we must believe that those utlefancc4 of 
th;it holy Seraph marvel lou»ly appearing on ihc 
CroM were «o nccret that perchance it vtm not 
bwful for 3 man to utter [hem. 

5. Now after thai the true love of Christ had 
trantfomied His lover into the same image, and sfter 
thai he hnd fipent forty diiys in sutitude, as he had 
determined, when the Pcast of Saint Michael 
Archangel came, this angelic man, Francis, d<s 
icend«t fjom the mountain, bearing with him the 
liltencn of the Crucified, engraven, not on lahlea 
at atone or bf wood, by the cratttman'* hand, hit 
written oa his member!* of ll««h by the linger of 
the Living God. And forasmuch as ii is good co 
keep clone the «ccr«t of a King, the man that 
■hated tl)i» 80 royal »ccret did ever hide ihoee 
sacred sign* ae best he might. Howbeit, since it 
pertaineih unto God to repeal th<- grf;it thing* that 
He doth for His glory, the i^ord Hiniwlf, Who 
had im|>rinied ihooe seal* upon him in secret, 
wrought divers miracles openly by Rteans thereof, 
that the hidden nnd wondrniu powrr of [bone 
Stigmata might be dcmnnstrnted by the wrIUknuwG 
fiime of the signs that followed. 

6. Thud, in the prorince nf Rieti, lh«e had 
' Ua. ixiv. 16 (marg. A.V.), ■' 
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Tk< \xgxa w »ffe»t tn hit himdir anil tect ibe marlci of 
Sacfed (he nailii, cicn at he had jut bcbdd ihcm in that 
StlpDAU pj^,^ ^f ,he CruciJicd. For hU hund* and Tm 
wcnicd to be poMc«d through the mititt with nails, 
the headt uf the niil» Uirwtng in ihc palms of the 
hands, 4iici upper wdc of the feett oaa their point* 
»hcwirj; on ihc other tide ; the hca<U cif the aailt 
were round and black in the hand) iind feti, while 
the poi»t> wcic long, bent, and at it were turiwd 
back, being formed ofthc Bc«h itKlf. lUid ptotrud* 
hg thcrcfrwm. The right side, moreoier, was — 
an if it had been pierced by a lanec— neamed with 
X ruddy scar, whcrdroni ofttiitic* wcIJcd ihcsBcrcd 
blood, Aainins his habit and breechcu. 

^, Now the »e(v«nt of Chrirt [Jtrceivcd that 
ilic Ntiginutu thiiH nutnifcatly inipriotcd on his tlcsh 
could out be hidden from hi» inttmuie Irirodt; 
RetertfadcB, fcuring to make public the holy 
arcrtt of the Lord, he was tci in a great strife of 
questioning, to wit, whether he shotdd tell that 
U'hicb he bad seen, ur riiould keep it silent. 
Wherefore he called some of the Brethren, atul, 
speaking unto them in fiencrsl terms, set before 
diem bin doubt, >od .nuked their couiurl. ThcB 
one <if tlic tttcthreti, Mluiiiimito by naitir, und 
illuminated by grnce, pfrceiiin;; that be had be- 
held <>cinic niarvrlloUE thingii, in.iKriiticb nn ihiit he 
leenird almont utricken dinnb with anixie, said 
ufito the holy man ; " Brother, thou knowcit thai 
at limra the diiini- sccrrt* are Kli<-«in unto thee, 
not only for thine own »akc, bin for the sake of 
uthera alxo. Wliereiore, meHcenicth thou wouldit 
have rriiimn to tear Int thou shouldM be judged 
guilty of biding thy talent, didst thou keep hidden 
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tliai whicli tbou l\m\ tcctlinl, which tiamc wodd He le&v- 
be proliiable unto many." At this s]>ccch, the *Ui the 
holy man was mavcil, so that, albeit at othrr limw "*"'''' 
he was wom to (ay "My Kcrct to roe,"" he did 
then with much fer narrate in order the viaion 
aToresaid, adding ihat He who had ap]>eitr«l onto 
him hud mid some wurda the which) ku long ua 
he lived, he would never reveal unto any man. 
Vfrily wc must bcliove ihat those iitlcrancfe *>f 
thiit hilly Stniph ni.trvcllouitly iippciiring on the 
CroBM were so eecret that perchance tt wiw not 
Uwriil for « man to utter them. 

5. Now afirr that the tnie love of Chrint had 
iranafonned HSb lover into the same imnj;e, and after 
ihst he had epent forty days in soiiiude, as he hnH 
dcternnnod, when the FcaKt of Haint MichnrI 
Archangel came, this angelic man, Franciu, de- 
■cended from ihe mountain, btarin^ with him die 
Kkcnesa of the Crucified, engraven, not on tables 
«f stone or ft/ wood, by the cr»ftsman'« hand, but 
written on hiE members of lle«h by die linger of 
the Living God. And tbrasmuch an it im good to 
keep close the secret of a King, ihe man that 
■hared this so royal ucrcl did ever hide ihosc 
sacred Btgns as brat he might. Howbcit, Bincc it 
pertnincth itnto Cod to repeal the great thingt that 
He doih for His gWy, the Lord Himself, Who 
bad imprinted thme sciilx upon him in secret, 
tvrou^t divers miracles oijienly by means thereof, 
that the hidden slid wondrous power at those 
atigmata might be demo nut rated by the welUknown 
fame of the signs that foliowMl. 

6. ThuH, in the ptoviacc of Rieti, there had 
■ ' In. Kuv, 16 {mutt. A.V.). " 
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A jjrci killed a very grievous plague, the whith 
pwttlenM (Jcvouied all ox<ti and iih«p so cruelly that no 
«UyM juccour had been of iiny nvail. But a ccitsin iniiO 
thai Jearcd God witt warned at night by a viiiioa to 
gQ in hasK unto aa hcimicagc of the Brcthrcot 
itncl obtain tonie water that hitd wiMhed the handu 
and feel of the nefvnm v( Cod, Francit, who « 
that litiic wea aojouniinx there, and lo hprinUc il 
oier ^11 the animalji. Accordingly, he rose at 
dHWDi and came unto the flaw, and, having 
secretly ubtaimd ihU water ftoni the companions 
of the holy man, he sprinkled therewith the ahccp 
and (ixeii that were di*ciiied> Wvndroun tu relate, 
so tiooD .tH the Hprioklinfi, were it but a drop, fell 
u|ion the nkk anini4]>i te they lay oi) the ground, 
they recotered their fwnitt strength, and got up 
tbrthwiih, and, as thoufth they had felt no siclcnejiii, 
hastened unto iheiiMjiuicn [ Thimh befell, throuj;h 
the nurveUoua virtue of that 'water that hiid 
toacbed the imcred woundji, that the whole plague 
wa« at once srayed, and the conijjjiouii Htckneiw 
bunithcd from the Hocke and hcidi. 

7. In the neigh biiiirhood «f the iiforeiiiiid 
Mount ANcrna, bclorc ibit the holy nan hud 
HOJQurncd there, c cloud was wunt to itik from the 
mountain, jnd a lieriie hnilntorni to hiy wamethe 
lrurl» of (he eiinh. But after cKiit bictiged viniun, to 
bhc jtmaceciicm of the inhabilantit, the hail ceancd, 
Ihiit the excellence nf thiit heavenly apjiiiritiun nnil 
the rirtue of ch« hU^t»at4i th.it wctc ibcre imprinted 
might be atteMt-it by the very foce of the hcaTcna, 
made calm beyond its WAnt. 

MorcQier, it befell otic winter mammi that, by 
reason of his bodily iofitmity, and of the ruughneu 
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C>f the roadK, he was riding on a poor inJin's ans, A poor 

and was obliged w pass the night urder the edge of >nan«uc- 

an nvcrhjtfiging focV, that he might by wiy means *'*'"^ 

cac^jK ihc inconi'cnicncc* of Ihe unow and night 

that had orcrtaken th*tn, tke which hindered him 

•u thst hcwM not able to reach the place wherHi> 

he was to lodge. And when Francis perceived 

that this man wai muteerinj!, aif^hing, and eom> 

jJaLning, snd was lotwiri); hiii)*tlf (n and fro, like 

one thii^y dad, and unable lu sleep by reason of 

the bitter cold, — he, kindled with the glow of the 

love divine, touched him with his outstretched . 

hiind. Msrvellous to relstc, so Hion as thai holy 

hiind that bore the burning of the live coal of the 

ScrRph touched hini, his senite of cold was utterly 

hanuihed, and at great a warmth came upon him 

within ar>d without nii if the Haming breath from 

the uKnith of iL furaacc had blown upon him. 

•Screngthetied theteby in mind and body, he slept 

mote awcctly until ihc momiDg among the rocks 

and 6iM>w tliua he bad crer done resting in hit 

own bed, even as he himticif did thereafter declare. 

Whcrelorc tt in proven by lurc tokens that 
Ibose sacred seals were imprinted by the might of 
Him Who doth by the ministry of Seraph* purify, 
enlighten, and kindle, seeing thut they brought 
health out of pcvtiience by driving it forth, and 
with wundruiu efficacy bestowed case and warmth 
upon men's budteo, even an after his death was 
bhewn by yet more dear portents that ihall be 
related hereafter in their own place. 

8. Praacii himKlt, albeit lie mrcive with great 
diligence to hide the treasure fbuod in the field* 
could neverthelns not do conceal it nn that suiiie 
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Tcftti- >h»uttl nni bchoid the atigmal;) in his h^ndn and feel, 
■»mi1m dlihough lie Tilmont always kcpl lii» hundit covered, 

Sd ^ t« ^"^ *'**"" '''" ''™* ^^"^ "**'* sandals on his feet. 
^* For, while he y« lived, niiiny Brethren sawtlipm, 

who. Albeit they were men worthy of aW tnisi liy 
KMoti of their especial holinesi, did yet for the 
removal of all doubt twear a solcDtn oath, laying 
their hands on ihrictMhoty thiofis, that no it wiis, 
and thnt ihcy had wen it. Moreover, nonic 
Cardinals, durinj; the intimate intercourse that they 
held with the holy man, bi-held ihcm, and thrsc 
compoccd tnithfiil |>rni«cii tif the mcrcd ntigmata, 
in pro«c, and verse, and anliphons, which (hey 
published in his honour, giving their witness alike 
in word and in writing unto the truth. The 
Supi^itic Pontiff, moreover, the lord AJexHiwIer, 
whectaE he was pinching in the presence of ra<iny 
BrwthiYn, myself among thenn, declared that he, 
during the liteiime of the Saint, bad beheld witti 
hia own ryes those sacred stigmata. Ai the time 
of hU death, moecthnn fifty Brethren beheld ihcm, 
vt did Ckrc, that vir^b niott dc^otcd unto God, 
with the rest of her Sinen, and countless sccutarit, 
many of whom, an shall L>e told in itn own jilace, 
botli kitoed them with deioiitemirti<in, und touched 
theni wiih their hands, to confimi their wiiiieRA. 

Howbeit, the wound in hia xidr he so hecdiolly 
concealed aa that during his lifetime none might 
behold it, save by stealth. 'ITius one of ihe 
Breihren, who was wont nillcilotisly to tend him, 
— Ii.'ivtng gircvniled uii hini with holy cxution to 
dotf his habit that it might he Rhuken out, — by 
looking closely, beheld the wound, and tnoreorer, 
by laying tluee linger* upon it with an haity touch, 
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karnt the cxwni thereof alike by sight and by The 
touch. With a Kke precaution the Brother that Standard 
was then hi» Vicar beheld iu And a Bruthcr f^"^-,, 
of wondroas stni|ilicity, that wae his companion, 
while he was rubbing his shculder-blades by reason 
of 4 puin and weakncxn iKst he sufTcred therein, 
put his hand within his hood, and by an acclrlent 
let i( fall en the aa«red wound, inflicting gitM 
]iain om htm. Thencefbrw.nrd he wore his ucder- 
garnicnts an made as that i!icy reached tight rniW 
his arn)|>its, to vaict the wound in the tide. 
Moreover, the Brethren wbo washed these, or 
■tiook out bis habit as uccaiiion demuodcd, fiDding 
iheni Ktained with blood, by this manifest token 
arrived at an asRurcd knowledge of the sacred 
wound, whose appearance, revealed thereafter at 
hit death, they too, in company with very many 
other*, ^iLied upon and ^merated withal. 

9- Up then, most valii^nt knight of Christ ! 
Bear the armour i>f that most invincible Cajitain, 
eijuipped and ndoroed wherewith cbou thalt o*er- 
Cffliie all enemies. Bent the rtamlard of the King 
Moat Hif>h, the which to look u]>on inspireth all 
the warriors of the hotil of God. Bear rio tese 
the seal of the Chief Priest, Chrixt. whereby thy 
worda and deeds shall be deservedly received as 
blaniefess and authoritative by all men. For from 
bcncrfnKh, by reason of the marks of the Lord 
Jesu^ which ihov dost bear in thy body, fet no 
man trouble thc^ nay rather, let whosoever is the 
servant of Christ he constrained unto deejiwt 
devotion and love for thee. For now by these 
most dear lokeni, — proven, not by the two or 
three wiin«saea that be enough to eBtiiblioh n 
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in;ttW, but by a luultinulc, over nnd nhaie what 
vi»t BcctM»Ty,—tiie wttti<-t;H of Gvd in thcc, 
and the thJDgi wrought thtiHigh thc« worthy of 
all belief, take fJtom Lht intidHn every pretext ur 
cxcu«c, while thut thry ncrriigthen bdievtri in 
faith, uplift them by coDfiitcnct.- of hope, and 
kiod]« thcni with the fire of chanty. 

10. Now, vi^rily, is thxl tirsl Tiiiion fullilled, 
which thou saweat, lo wit, that thou ahouldai 
bcctfmc a captain in the warfaic of Christ, nnd 
shiJuldsL be accouUcd with heascnly Mfniour, 
marked with the sign of the Cross. Now that 
viajoo of the CniciUcd, that, at the ouiwt of thy 
convcrition, pierced thy »ouJ with a sword of pity- 
ing sorrow, yci, and the aouod of the Voice from 
the Croat, procccdinx is ihtrugb fiom the exalted 
throne of Christ and Hie hidden place of atone- 
tnenti^as thou didit declare io thy holy coorcne, 
— arc shewn to have been inie beyond a doulit. 
Now, too, the CroM that, it thou madest pro> 
gre*B ID thy convcnion, wag rccr of Brother 
Silt'etter DiarvellouaJy coniiiig forth from thy 
moTiCh, — the sworda, too, that the holy Pacilieo 
MW laid cro(»wi«c upon ihce, piercing thine heart, 
— iind tlune a|i))eur»ncr uplifted in die ait with 
imw oatstrMched after the mannet of a Crow, 
while the holy Antony wns prwchinR on the title 
of the CruHi, Kit ihnt ingelic man, MonnkJo, 
beheld ',~~theM all are verily shewn and prow* 
to Kave been 4<en, not in imajjinntions of the 
bruin, but by revelatiun fiom heaven. Now, 
nnatly, thai vision that waa vouchuifed thee toward 
the end of thy lift, — to wit, the exalted UkeneM 
of the Seraph, aod the lowly [loage of Chriat 
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shewn ID on^ — kindling tli<« tnwa/dly iod murk- The 
ing thee outwanjly 3s another Angel lucmding ^rMj» _ 
from the sunrising, having the seal of the Living l-nrut 
God in thee, — giveth a confirmation of faith unto 
tho6e visions aforesaid, and I ike wine receivcch 
from thcni a witness unto its own truth. L-q, 
by these leven apjiearanccB of the Cross of Christ 
in ihcc and about thee, marvellously set forth and 
shewn in order of titnc, thou ham .iitiiincdt as 
though by gik steps, unto that seventh, where 
thou dosl make an end, a.nd rest. For the Cro.in 
of Chrim wan ii the oubct of thy convcisian 
buth Net before thee, and taken up by thcc, und 
thenceforward as thou ttindcst prugrmH in thy 
coavenion, it was uDCCMBingly vuiiuincd by thcc 
throughout thy must holy life, and was shewn an 
an eniianiplc unto others with such clcarneu nod 
certainty that it dcmODstrati'th that at tlic tad 
thou didst arrive at the summic of Gospel pOT' 
fcctlon J thus none th;tl \i truly devout will rclcct 
thib shewing'forth of Chiist-likc wisdom wniten 
in thy mortal dust, none that is a true believer 
will imiiLMch it, none chat ii tndy hunihle wiU 
lijjhily esteem it, seeing that it is verily set fuiih 
ot Cod, ftnd tiglit worthy of ull icceptation. 
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He con- i. Prsncis, now crucified with Chriat alike in 
Uoueth. |i(.jj, joj in mfit, while glowing with seraphic 

o a our 1^^^ loward 0<n1, did alao ihirst, eiMi ds did 
Christ Cmciticd, fur the raultitudn i>f tlittii tliat 
should be laved. Wherefore, being unalile to 
w^9k by reason of the naiU {jroTiudinf* from tiis 
ten, he caused himself lo be bomc round cities 
and castled villa^i^ emaciated as h« was, that he 
might incite iMht-re to bear (he Cross of Chritl. 
And urio the Brcthrtn alao he would »ay : '* Let 
a» begin, Brelhren, to xnc out Lord Ood, for 
until now we hairi; made but littJ<? [irogress." So 
niif;hiiLy did he yearn lo mum UDto the lint 
beginnings of humility that he would serve the 
Icperji as be had done at the outaM, and would 
recall unto its early miniRtrica his body thai was 
now broken down by toil*. Under Chiiiit'* 
Indcriihip, he was minded to du miglity deed*, 
kod, albeit his limba were waxinj^ feeble, yet, 
ttrong and glowing in «]Mril, he hoi>ed in thii new 
contevt Co van<]iiiBh the foe. For there ia nu 
room for lunguor or »lotb where the suur uf luve 
ever ufgeth on untu greater things. Vet in Kim 
the flesh was lo muth in agrccmi-ni with the 
spirit, and m ready tu oliey, ji that when tlic 
*|)iric strove to attain unto perfect bolineas, th« 
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iUixh not only rflr»inoi| from ihwHrting it, but did 
vvvn lusten r-i forcitail it. 

i. Mow in order that the nieriu of the nun 
of God might be incri-38c<i, — merits that of a 
truth do all tind their cixmumnulian in endur- 
Ancci—hc liegaii to fiutTer fniiii divcra utlniciiis so 
grievoualy that scarce one of his timbt wai free 
from jiaio and Mire suifcring. At lengtli by divers 
sit:l(iiesM.-», pici longed and continuous, he was 
brought unto such :i point that hii llcsh was 
waited ^way, and only as it were the skin clave 
until hix lioncN. While lie wan ■ifllict<:d by «uch 
grievous bodily aulfcMDg, he \vouM tall his pangu 
not punuhmenis, liut ihievs. And when once he 
WU.H lurasiicd mure surely than usual by sharp 
puiins, a certain simple Bruthcr said unto him : 
" Brother, pray thi- Lord that He deal more 
girntly with thee, fur meSL-enieth th:it Hit hund 
in laid mure heavily on thee than is right." Hear- 
in;- ihin, the holy man groiiicd, jnd cried out, 
saying: "Did I nut know the simple purity that 
it in thee, 1 ^wo^lld iVuin henci;forth have shunned 
ihy company, ior that thou hatit dared to dceni 
the divine tuunseU cunceniing me meet for Uaaic." 
And albeit he was wholly worn out by tlie lung 
continuance of bis griL-voua Mcknees, he cast him> 
self on the ground, jarring hin frail buneit in tlie 
hard hW. And, kissing the grouiKl, he cncd : 
"I give Thee ihaaks, Lord Cod, tor all thetc 
my pains, and 1 Ixrwech Tht-e, my I.oril, that, if 
it please 'L'hec, Thou will add unto thcni an 
buiidredfoltl i for this will be nioet acceptable unco 
mc il' laying sormw upon me Thou dust not^pate, 
since ih^ tuliilling of Thy holy will i« luito me 
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m ovrrfiowin^ Kulncr." Thiti he seetiMd unto the 
Urtthrcn likt aruther Joti, when* powers of mind 
incrcasrd ewn as hii) botlily wcakncM incmtcd. 
R« bt himwif knew long befon: hi* death when 
it shouLd be, and, when th« day of hia dejianore 
WM at hand, said unto the Urtthmi that he vat 
about (0 fiitt btT the i^hemacle of hw bndy, eten 
a« it had bten reveiilcd unto him of Christ. 

5. When, therefore, during the two years afler 
the impresMon of the tacred etigmMa, to wit, in 
the twentieth year from hia cunvmionf he had 
been aha[)cd \yy many trial blttwa of painful sick- 
oeMtos, like unto a stiMic meet to be tel in die 
building (if the heavenly Jerunalcm, and nt it werr 
an Immmcred work that undet the mallet of matii* 
fold inals is brought unto perfection, — h« atrked 
tu V- borne unto Saint Miry of the Little Por- 
tion, that he might yiHd up the breath of life 
ilterc^ where he had received the breath of frrace. 
When be hod been brought thiihcr, — thM he 
niifilii give an errample of the tcuih that he had 
tisught in cortiraon with the world, — in thnt mmi 
»e\-ere wMkncin that followed -ifter all hi« »ick- 
naa, he prnmrjiml him«elf in fmour of spini all 
naked on the naked earth, that in that loM hour, 
wherein the foe niij;hi nill rijc up ajiain«t him, he 
might wreatle in his nakednr«( with that naked 
■pint. An he lay thu> on the ground, hit halut 
of haircloth hid ^de, he lifted bis face, at waa 
hit; wont, toward heaven, and, wholly absotlied in 
that glory, coivred with hit left hand the wound 
in hi* riKhi aide, tbut it might not be icen, and 
will tinto the IttttKren : " I have done what Waa 
Inline to do, may Chriai teach j-ou what it youra." 
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4. While th« companioni of the Saist were An tubit 
werptng, Mricken with keen pungs of pity, one !•■* h*" 
gf thcttit wboni Ehc man of God had said shuiild 
be his Warden, knowing by divine LnspirrLtion hia 
wiiili, rose in huttc, and uking nn habit, wicli the . 
cord and blccchiiis, hroiight it unta the little pcxir 
uni^ of Chhit, Haying : "Thrte 1 tond unto thN, 
OS unco u beggar, ontl do thou receive ihcm at 
ihc bidding of holy obt-dicnce." At thiji ihc 
holy man rejoiced, and exulted in gUdocBS of 
heart, for (hat he hqw that he had kepi faith with 
thi: Lady Poverty cvrn unto the end, nnd mixing 
hia hands unCo hraven, he gluridcd his Christ (ot 
that, freed from all burdcni, h« was going oiv- 
bindered unto Him. For all this he had dooe 
in bi* ZcaJ for poverty, being minjed to poiweag 
not even an habit, unless it were lent him by 
another. He wjis verily minded in all things to 
bar made like Unto Christ Crucified, Who had 
hung on the CroM id poverty, and grief, aqd 
nskcdneu. Whcreibre, as at ihe ouism of his 
convenliun he had aiood naked befure the Bishoji, 
(0 in die ending of his life he was minded to <juit 
Ihe world nak<3. He charged the BiethrBfi that 
Mood around him, on their kning obedience, that 
when Uicy saw that he waa dead, they ahould 
lent* him lying naked on the ground for *o long 
ItRic as a nian wt>uJd lake leiaurely to cotnpitss the 
dittaDce of » thwuand paces. O truly Chriai- 
like nran, who atrove alike in life to imitate the 
liA of Christ ; in dying, Hi.i dying i in death. His 
dwtth, by a perfect likencae, and was found worthy 
to be adorned witli no uutwud tikrocaN unto 
Uitn! 
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HccK- S' Then, Bs the hour of hin departure wu 

Iwittth (^ apprcBcKiog. i>e tnadc hU cIi« BrtthreD that 

lil*t^h •"^"' '■• '*" p'»<-'c ^ called unto him and, ctintoling 

(he '^'^'" ^^' '''^ death with word* of comfort, ex- 

Brathtca horiol tUnn with fatli^rly icndcmcrM unto the lave 

of God. He tpakc long of oUcrving patimcc, 

I and poverty, :Lnii lidelity unto tlw iit^y Koman 

Church, plnciiif; the Holy CubjwI bctbrc all other 
ordimoiicvs. Then u all the Brethren nU around 
hini, he Ktrelched liU hmdn over ilifin, crMMng 
his Ataii in thi- hkenesi of ilie Cross, lor llial he 
did evri Iutc that ftign, and he bicswd alt the 
htctlireii, prevent :iiid .tlmcnt alike, in the might 
»nd in the Nanie of the Crucilied. He added 
moreover: "Be Bimng, oil ye mj^ sons, in the 
tear of the Lord, and nbide therein for ever. 
And, uiice inn]>la.lion will tome, and iriale draw 
nigh, blcHcd arc they who ihall continue in the 
wiirlii thitt ihcy huve tiegun. I for my part make 
hiicic to go untu God, unto Whow.- grj.cc I com- 
mend you all." When he hod matte an end 
of gentle exhortutions atier thi« wiw, ihiH man 
moat ht'loved uf Gcxl aiked them to bring him 
the book of the Gospels '"d to read unto him 
fion\ the Giwpel according unto John, heginning 
at that place : " Betore the fcsul of the Fassover." 
Then lie hinuK-lf, m heat he could, brake forth 
initi the wordi of thn Piolm : " I crWd unto the 
Lord with my voice, w!ih my loicc unto the 
Lord did [ make my »up|ilication," and went 
through even unto the end, aayin;; : " The 
rightrouji ihall ciinipiuii me ubuui, ^r Thou «huli 
deal boumitiilly with nii-," 

6. At length, when all the myotetien had heen 
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fiiJtilied ia him, and his moat holy sjam wut freed Ht^••:S 
ironi thr flrth, and sbsodxrd iaio the boundlcM 'tJlBUl 
dcptlii oi' the divine glory, ihc blcast-d mnn fcL on *" '''*P 
8lci?|i in the Lord. One ol' Inn Ilrtllirtii nnil 
dificipira fuw ihat l>Ic8»Fd »i>ul, uiidt-r the likRicvaa 

ol~ 3 nar exceeding bcigh^ borne on a duzling J 

clouillei over many wnii-rs, injucting in » srrni^lit H 

COurM.- unU) litavcn, as though il wcrt.- radiant with ^| 

the dazzling whiteness of his cxaLied Banctity, H 

and filled with the rictiM of divine wiAdom aii'H ^M 

grace alike, ty thf which the holy man waa found ^M 

ucirthy ta enter the abode of light and peacCf H 

where with Chriiit he reslcth fer evermore. More- ^M 

over, a Btothc-r named Auguntinc, who was then ^M 

Minister of the Brethren in Terra di Laroro, an H 

holy nnd upright man, having come unto his liut ^M 

hour, and aunie limi- |ireviouHly having lost tlic- ^M 

puwcr of speech, in the hearing of itiem that H 

stood by did on a Eudden try out and aay i ^M 

■"Tarry for me, Father, tarry for me, l<j, i'\eii ^M 

nuw I am coming with thcel" When the H 

Brethren asked and marvelled much unto whom ^M 

he thus boldly spake, ht made answer ; " Did ye ^| 

«ot »ee our Father, Francis, who goclh unio ^M 

heaven"? And forthwith his holy aoul, dejiiirt- ^M 

ing from the body, followed the minii holy ^M 

Father. H 

The Itishup of Assiai at thul time had gone on H 

pilgrimage tmio the Orutory of Saint Michael on H 

Monte Gnrtjano, and unto him the Bleiiaed Franciii, H 

appearing on the night of hi« departure, iraid : ^M 

" Behold, I leave ihc world and go unto heaven." H 

The Uifeliflp, then, riding at dawn, reLiied uniu htt H 

contpanions that which he had «ecn, and returnetl ■ 
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LiKhtal uruo Assui) tliere, when he had made diligtm 
ercatMc tnqnity, h* learni of a c«ruiaty tltu in that hour 
" vhereof the viaion had notitied biin, eIm bl««»ed 

Fsthtr hud ilc|)iirtt:d from ihia world. 
T'Ai the hcMir of the paining of ih« hftly man, 
lh« Iwks^ — biidx that love the light, and drrjd the 
ihudcn uT twilight — tiockcd in gmt numbcri unto 
the roof of the house, ;dhi.'it lh« >haitc« nf nigkt 
were ihrn falling, and, wheeling round it far u 
lung while with songH even gladder than their 
wont, otTered their witneis, ilikc gnciiiun and 
nimutciit, unio the ^luiy uf the Suinl, who had 
li»n viuax CO cull ihcm uatu the ditiDc praJtea. 



1 




►MH-I fHI 



CHAPTER XV 

or litB CUiOmsATIDN, AMT) rm TItANSUTiaN 
or HIS BODY 

I. FrancM, ihcn, ihc ncmanl and fricmd of the His 
Most High, the founder and leader of the Ohier glorious 
of Brother* Minor, the ptofesaor of poverty, the [j^"*"*' 
pattern (if penitence, the herald or truth, the * 
mirror of hulinena, and eniample oF all Gospel 
|>eHectioii, — the heavenly grace preventing him, — 
did make priigrc!j» in ordered course from the 
depths unt« the height*. Thin wcirtdrouB man, in 
poverty exceeding rich, in humility exalted, in 
mortilication foil of lift, in simplicity wise, and in 
every grace of chamcier notcwonhy, whom in life 
the Lord had maitellously made illuatriou?, w.ik 
made of Him in death incompunbly more t11tis> 
trious. Por n« that HeMcd man departed finm 
this world, his holy spirit entered the eternal 
manBionti and was nude glonous by ;i fii)t draught 
of the fountain of life, while he leit set lorth 
in hia body ccnatn tokens that were to be his 
glory, to that his most undefiltd Mesh, that had 
been crvciiicd with its liule, and had bccotne 
a Mw creature, did both aa fbnh the inate 
of Chrin's Passion by its unexampled dininciifni, 
and prefgure the semblance of the Rcirortectiuit 
by the newncuji of the mimcle^. 

:. For in those blessed Itiiibe were seen the 
naiU marTellmMily fashioned out of hU Hesh by 
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the divine might, und so implanted in thai ticsii 
iIjm if they were jircsBcd on one side they at once 
«pr»nf; hack onto live other, lilte ncri« that be 
joined together nnd taut. MoreoTcr, there was 
nwritt-atly seen in h\a body the scar of the wound 
id the aide, nor indicted rnir wrought by man, but 
liVc unTo the wounded side of tlie Saviour, the 
which, in f)ur Redeemer Himself, aAForded us 
the holy ciiystcrj of niiin's redeni|-ition and rc- 
i<cncni(ion. The ajipeariince of the niiild wia 
bliick like item, but the wound in the Hide wm 
tuddy, and by a coniraction of ihe flesh Khaped a* 
ii were into a circle, in apjtearance like a row 
meet fitir. The re«t <it his lle»h, — which xtot*' 
lime both from his inlirtnities and from natural 
complexion had tended toward iwaithincw, — now 
ihonc with a dazzUnK wliitetiera, utid wdr a type 
of the beauty of its flec-'nd njvte and royal ay- 
|)atel. 

3. Hii limb* were to soft and pliant when 
touched iM that tltey Kcmed to have returned 
unio the suftDeKS of childhood, and were seen 
to be udumcd by divers ticnr tokcnit of inniwcnce. 
SioU] tlicD, the oaih tibvwed forth black on i^ 
most dazzlingly white flesh, and the wound in the 
side lihcweil ruddy »i ;i roiy flower in <S]>ring, it it 
M> wondct tlist u> fair und nurveJIuun a conttiut 
liUcd Ihe beholders with gladness jod marvelllfig. 
His aons weee wc^inj{' for the loss of so lovc- 
woiihy a Fathci, und yet the) were fdird with no 
tniult joy 31 thoy kissed the sealr of the Mom 
High King in him. The hcwucsm of the miracle 
Jiiinged nioumin^ into exiilLition, und turned the 
examination of the leaaon inta dumb anuzemeui. 
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Vciily, thin night so unjiarallclcd aii<I so note- A doubter 
worthy was, unto nW that beheld it, alike a con- 
Conlifcnation ot' iaiih and »n increment unto love, ^'■''*™ 
while unto them that heard thereof h w»a a subject 
for marvelling, and the kindling of a ye.iming to 
lietiold it wiihiil. 

4. When the departure of the blc6eed Father 
became kmiwr, and the report of the tnirscle whs 
spread abroad, the folk gathered in haste tinto the 
spot, that with their bodily eyes they might 
bdiold that whici) should dispel all doubt frocn 
theit reasons, and should add rejoicing unto their 
lo>c. Accordingly, Tcry m«ny of the cilircns 
of AasiNt were ndRiitled to behold and to kiss 
tho(>e Biicrcd siigmata. Now one among them, a 
leumcd and wise knight, Jerninc by name, 3. mun 
tUuolrk'us and renuwutd, having had doubts cwi- 
ocming these sacred tokens, and having been an 
Mnlielieier tike Thom3«,^did very eagerly aad 
boldly, in the preeence of the Brethren and of the 
other dii^ens, move the nails, and touch with his 
awn hands the hanein, feel, and nide of the Saint ; 
and thus « befell thiit, while touching those 
authentic marks of the wounds of Christ, he cut 
away every wound of unbelief from his own 
heart and the hearts of all. Wherefore he be- 
came thereafter a coneMnt witnew, among othcre, 
unto this truth that he had learnt with such 
certainty, and conlinned it by an oath, laying hii 
hiinds on ^ricc-lioly things. 

5. Now hjB Brethren and rohh, thait )i^<l lieen 
Mimni'iincd for thcpaosing of their Father, together 
with the entire asoenibly of the folk, demoted that 
night wherein Chn"at'» dear Confrssor had de- 
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Tb« bod; purtc-d, unio divine praixcN, in hucIi wine thnt they 
borne to seemed no mourocra for ihc deud, but -i watch 
**•''" of Angeh. When morning cnmc, the cfowdn 
that bad come together, carrying branches of ireer 
knd many wax lighto, brunglii the holy body unto 
the city of AAsi$i, ivith liynins and chants. More- 
tyitt, they passed by the chtirch o{ Saint Datniioi] 
where at thai time tbiit noble virgin Clare, now 
glorified in heaven, abode cloiitcrcd with her 
±>isCCi8 ; «id there for ;i space they ntaycd, and 
•ct down the holy body, adorned with those 
henvenly |)eiirl<i, that it ought be seen and em- 
braced by iho»e holy virgins. Coming at length 
with trjoicing unto tbe city, they laid the pj'cciou) 
ttcjBure that they were beating in the church 
of Saint George, with all teverence. In that very 

Iilace, Francis an a little boy had leiirned his 
cttcn, uod there it was that be lirst preached in 
after days, and there, lin;dly, he ffiund his firet 
reittiiigod:jcc. 

(i. Now the holy Father d^arted fnim the 
shipwreck of this world in the ycai 1 116 of the 
Lctrd's Incarn^iitin, un the fuiirth day of October, 
at Kite e««n of u Saturday, und on the Sunday he 
WU buried. 

At oiue the holy Di»n btgan 10 dhim iit tbe 
glory of niiiny and j^rcat iiiiraclen, the light of (he 
divine c<»untcnajicc Iwing u^ifud ujjon hint, k> 
thnt Uie lijftineiiii of hi> holiaesK iha^ during hii 
life, had hem curispicuuun in the world (iiT tlM 
niliog of BKtt'u lives through ito cnaamiilc i>f 
))Crfiect uprightneiti;, vm, niivi ihit he himeclf wob 
fci^ninji with Christ, jjjjiruved fruoi heaven by 
nuiBclei of divine power, to that belief oiighi br 
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dioroughly confirmed. And smoe lo divf n Venera- 
parts of the world the glorious martelB wrought *{'"'^''r 
by him, and the great blettslngs wt)n through him, 
were kindling many unto devotion unio Christ, 
and tncttiag them uftio veneration for the Saint 
himself, — -so thai men's tongues, as well its the^e 
drcde, were loud in his praiec,— it tame unto the 
pais of the Supreme PontifT, the lord Gregory 
the Ninth, what great things Gud was working 
through HiB servant Francis. 

7. Of a truth, that Shepherd of the Church had 
been fully assured of his marvellous holineos, not 
alone by hearing of the miracles wrought after hie 
death, but jltw hy proofs during his life of what 
he had seen with his own eyen, and handled with 
hia own hands, and he had put perfect faith 
thcrdn ; so ihat, by reason of this, he now in no 
wise doubted but that Francis was glorilied of 
the Lord ia heaven. Wherefore, that he might 
act in accord with Christ, Whose Vioar he waa, 
he was minded, with devout cannideration, to 
mnke the Saint fAiooua on earth, as one moat 
worthy of all icserenee. Moreover, to gain the 
fidlcBt assurance throughout the whole world for 
the glorification of thai most holy man, he cauxed 
the miracles that were known of him to be 
written and approved by trusty witnesses, and 
then examined by those of the Cardinnln that 
tieemed least favourable unto the business. When 
they had been diligently discuBsed and approved 
of all, with the unanimous counsel and conaent of 
hia Drethreti, and of all the Prclateo that were 
then in the Curia, he decreed thai he should be 
canonised. Accordingly, he came in ^tson unto 

M 
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ihr diy of Assiej in the ym of the Lord'a 
Incarnation 1128, on the sixtHmCh il«y of .(uly, 
a Hiinday, and witli riles exceeding solemn, thai 
it ■would lake long to narrate, he enrolled the 
blessed Father in the list of ihe Saints. 

8. Now in the year of the Lord izjo, the 
Brethren aMaemfaled for a Chajitcr-Gcncrnt ihM 
waE held at Asaisi, and his body consecrated unto 
the Lord wan trannlatcd unio the Chutirh built in 
hi)i honour on the twcmy-fiftJi day of May. 
While that holy treasure, signed with ihe sea! of 
the Most High King, WrtE being icnioved. He 
WhoKc image it set forth deigned to work many 
miracles, that by the frjgrance of its healing 
jiower the hearts of the faithful might be drawn 
to foiliiw after Christ, Verily, it was right fitiiog 
that the bieastd bones of him, whom Cod had 
made well'pleaiiing unto Hiiu and beloved of Him 
in lili^, and whom He h^d carried iinio heaven by 
the grflce of contemplation, Itkf Unoch, and had 
borne altift into the sky in a iiery chariot, by his 
fetvnur of love, like Elian, — being now aniong 
(lie heavenly Spring flowers of the everiaaling 
planting, should ilourisb out of thvir place with a 
marvellous fragrance. 

9. furthermore, even tu that blc»ed man in 
life had btxji distin|(iii3hcd by marvellous tokens 
of virtue, no ton from the diiy of his dep^inure 
unto this prc»^nt time, be doth shine throughout 
the divcm pacta of the world in the light of 
famed marvels nnd niirncles, the divine power 
glurifytng him. For the blind and the deaf, the 
dumb and the lame, the dropni'cal and the para- 
lysed, the potM^Bcd and the leper, the shipwrecked 
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and the captive, have fbimd succour by his merits, His aid in 
and in all diseases, needs, and perils he hath been troubles 
an aid. But in that many dead have been 
miraculously raised through him, there is made 
manifest unto the faithfiil the glorious working of 
the power of the Most High, exalting His Saint, 
and His is the honour and glory throughout the 
endless ages of eternity. Amen. 

HERE ENDETH THE LIFE OF THE 
BLESSED FRANCIS 



HERB BEGINNETH THB NARRATION OP 

CERTAIN MtRAL'LES WROUGHT 

AFTER HIS DEATH 



I. Firsi, concemttg the poyttrs tf tht satrei 

Siigmiiia. 

1 To the honour and gJory of AlmiRhty Th« chief ' 
God. mirAcle 

l-'ardsmucb as 1 am ubout to narrate ccriaiii 
wril-praven miracles wrought by the BJesaed 
Francis uder that he had been gloriHed in hcuven, 
I deemed that it behoved nic to maltc a beginning 
from that chief miracle wherein the might of the 
CroGS of JeBus is set forth and iti gluiy rcnewetl. 
Francia, then, being niade a new niun, wus dts- 
tinguinhed by a new and astounding miracle, jnd 
wua seen to be marked out by an unpuraUcted 
honour that had been granted unto no pui age; 
to wit, he VA% adorned with the iuiured Htigmnta, 
and conformed, in the body of this death, unto 
the body of the Crucified. Whatsoever a mortal 
tongue might say concerning this, would fall short 
of itf due {>r(use. Of a truth, all the thoughts of 
the man of God, his pubJic efforta and private 
meditations, were concerned with the Cross of the 
Lord ; wherefore, that the lign of the Croas, die 
which from the beginning of his conversion had 
been imprinted on his hcact, might outwardly be 
seen on hia body, he sheltered himself within that 
Crusii, tstitng unto him a |>cniTeiit'N habit miide in 



1 64 



MIRACLES AFTER DEATH 




Vision of fashion like a Cro«8. Thus, even as his mind 
the Pope within had put un the Ccucilied Lucd, no liia 
body too put on the armour of the Cioiti, that tn 
(hat samf sign whereby Cod had routed the 
powers of the air, the l-ord's own army might 
wage Hie wiirfart. But from the yrry licginning 
of the time wherein he entered upon the war^rc 
for the Crucified, diveta myBtit tokens of the 
Cross shone round aLwut him, aa becomcih clcurly 
evident unto one conntdering the «lory of his life, 
and huw, by the sevenfold appearing of the Lord's 
Cross, he wa> wholly iranitfoTmed into the likeness 
of the Crucilied, in thoughts, cDiotions, jnd de^fda 
ahke, by hiB rapturous love of Him. Wherefore 
tlie mercy of the Moat High King, that doth noop, 
beyond all mortiil conception, unto such aa love 
Him, meetly iniiprinted upon him the banner of 
His Cross, to bear in hin Ixidy withal, m that he 
who had been endowed with sueh wondrous love 
of the Crunu should be mode a marvel by n won- 
drous token of honour of that Crosa. 

3. To confirm the ununswcrnble truth of th!i« 
aKtuunding miracle, there- arc cnlinled rot only the 
evidence of them that bciield ;imi touched them — 
ciideitcr in ;ilJ u'nyn worthy of belief-~biit alto 
ntimtry marvcUiius vtsiuni and powers thsc ^iter his 
death ihone brightly forth to dis])ej all clouds 
from meri's mindfl. For enRtruple, the lord I'opc 
Gregory the Ninth, <jf bleincd memory — of whom 
the holy man had tiiretold in prophecy that be 
ihould be exultnl tinto the AuOKiohi- See— before 
tha.t he carolled in the cat;iloguc of Saints this 
tiand^rd-bcarer of the Ciost, fe!r some particles of 
doubt in hik mind concerning the wound in ihr 
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ride. Then one night,— as that holy Bishop would and of a 
relate with tears, — ihe Blessed Francis appeared Brother 
unto him in a dieani, iihewing a vtern councenuice, 
and, blaming him for the doubts of his heart, raised 
lii« right arm, revealed the wound, and demanded 
of him a phial to r«eive the blood that wdled up 
and Howed from his side. In hia dream, thi- 
Supreme Pontiff proffered him the phial that he 
sought, and ii appeared to be fiiJed, even unto the 
brim, with the b!<i*id from his side. Thence- 
forward he began 10 be such a devout adherent of 
that holy miracle, nnd stich a jealous and orderi 
champion thereof, ns that he might in no wise 
brook thst any mnn should dare, with arrogant 
atLickn, tu dim ilir glory of those radiant lukrne, 
but would chahtiae such an one with stem reprotifs. 
5. A certain Brother Minor of the Order, 
whose ministry was preaching, and who had much 
ttitiuence by reason of his especial uprightness an.! 
good repute, had been fully convinced of the truth 
of the sacred Jrtigniata. nowbeh, when with hi* 
finite judgement he sought within him a reason for 
this miracle, he began to be harassed by some 
scruples and doulits. When therefore for several 
dayj; he had endured this conflict, his camai nature 
gaining power, as he slept oue night Saint Francis 
a|ipcarcd unto him, his feet sinined with mire, his 
mien humbly severe and patiently angered. "Now 
what," saith lie, "bv these struggles and waverin)> 
opinions in thcef What be these lose doubts^ 
Behold my hands nnd my feet." Then he 
beheld the pierced hands, but saw not the etiemata 
on the feet that were covered with mire. " Wipe 
uff," saith he, "tlic mire from my feet, and rccog- 
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Miracle nice the plaiic v{ the naih." Then thiit uther 
of the devoutly nxik hnld on iheiit, and seemed unto hiin- 

P'^ * »cif to wijie off the mire ;iini lo touch with hi» 
hittidn the placet where the nails were. FurchwtUi, 
on waking u]), he shud ubundant te^n, und (vaslied 
away, by his lluods of Icaia ^nd by n puLilii; coii- 
fcsjion withitl, thase his former feelings ihat hud 
bten, M it were, all stained with mire. 

^, There wiis In iJie city of Rome a certain 
matron, noble alike fat the excellence of her life 
and Che diatinction of her family, who had chiMcn 
Sijint Francis for her patron, and had a jntture itf 
him painted in her accret chamber, wherein she 
was wont to prsy unto the Father Which i» in 
tcciet. Nuw on u certain iluy wheti she hud 
devoted herself unco ys'oyei, ^ht was mediiaiuig 
gpon the picture of the Saint and saw that it had 
not those aa.cred marka of the iitigmat;!, where- 
ouon she began to grieve >nd to wonder niueh. 
But it was DO wonder tlwt what the p.iiiiter lud 
lelt oM should not be in the iiiciurc. Vcl for 
many days the sought anxiously in her mind what 
might be the cause oi ibts omission; when, lo, one 
day, on ■> ludden, thetc appeared in the picture 
ilioae ni.-ii vellous tokens, in faxhion an they ate 
wont to be painted in odx-i picture* of the Saint. 
Trembling, she forthwith summoned her daughter, 
Lkit wax devoted unto God, aikiog her whether 
that picture had not hitherto been without the 
BUginata. tihc declared it wan so, and affirmed on 
md) that itfotetime it had shewn no stigmata, 
wheceuu now die utigmatn might be iteen upon it. 
Ycl, forusmuch as men'a niindH do ofltimeii induce 
them to full, and iitm the truth into a matter Uu 
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doubting, jonic evil henication enteied once again A 
the heart of the lady, -whether pcrclintice that wOiiHiled 
picture had not been marked with those lokena '"*'' 
from the fiist. But the power of God added vl-i 
a second miracle that the {\rat might not be de- 
Bpiijcd. For those marks did :it once vaniih, und 
the picture ren)ained despoiled of the spei:ial 
honours, ao that the earlier miracle was proien by 
thiit which foUowed it. 

$. Moreover at Lerida, in Cat:iloniu, it bt-frll 
thitt a certain caaa, named John, who was devoted 
uDtv the Blesaed Francis, wb« one ereniag pasaing 
iilong -J cert^n street, wherein men wete lying 
in umbuuh to slay, nut him indeed, Jur they boie 
him DO eiiniity,~but h certain other who wus like 
him to look npun, and wliu w;is at the time in Wis 
company. One of them nishcd out from the 
Boibush, and, thinking him to be hie foe, lUuck at 
him again nnd a^ain, widi such di^adly blows as 
that there was no hope left for his recovery. For 
the Hrst ytiokc inllicicd upon him waa within a 
little of cutting one i^houldcr clu^in tiff and the 
nrm therewith, while another blow made »ucli a 
gash under the breast a* that the ruah of air there- 
from put out ibout six ciindleG thai were juinei! 
logethct. Accordingly, in the judgement oJ the 
jihyaicians hia cute waa hopeless, all the more ao 
at the wound)! began to putrijy, and gave forth 
such ^n intolerable odour ;ii that even his wife was 
stricken with loathing, anil he now iieemcd beyond 
ihc ;iiJ of any mortal remediex. Then he turned 
him to implore the succour of the Blessed Father 
Ftnncii with utmost dcvotitncita, yea, ht' hail 
culled upon him with all faitli, aod on the illes«ed 
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is healed Virgin likewise, even while the wounds wen; 
by the being dealt. And lo! as the ill-fated man by 
touch abandoned on his couch of aflliciioii, and, aleeplcM, 
oft called upon the name of Francia, md cried it 
aloud repeatedly, one stood by him in the habit of 
n Brother Minor, having entered, — eo it seemed 
unto him, — by the window. And he, c»l!iiiR him 
by name, saia : " Because thou hant hud Taith in 
me, lo ! the Lord will deliver thee." When the 
sick man aaked of him who he was, he made 
answer that he was Frnnci«, »nd, forthwith, 
:tpprouuhing him, uniJld the Undages of liiii 
wounds, ;ind, un it lieemed, .tnoiiiied iheni all wit9i 
oiEitnieiit. Then forthwith, as the sick man fell 
(he gentle touch of thoK holy hands, mighty to 
heal by the uower of the stigmata of the baviour, 
I he corruption was driven out, ihe flesh was 
restored, and the wouode cloiicd, and he himself 
waa restored unto his foruicr [terfect aoundneits. 
This done, the Blessed Father dejurlcd. Then 
the wouodcd m.-in, feelinj; hiiiindf he^ilcd, and 
fjbdly buntiag forili into tiueraiice uf God'ii 
|irjiii>cii and the praises of the Blcsueil I'mncin, 
called h'u wife. She ran chillier with all »pced, 
;tiid, accing him ttand n|]ii|>ht whom Kilt- hud 
tlioiiglil to ha>e buried on the next day, wan 
mtghiily amonicd and udrcod, and mude iht- 
whole place echo with her criev. Her hnuiehold 
and frierida gatliered round in haste, iind strove tu 
lay her huaband back on the bed, deeming liim 
dititraui^ht, but he for hit part utrnve with them, 
and declared and shewed that he wan healed ; 
whereupon ilicy were dumb with ustonbthnient, 
nnd weK all a^ it were carried out of their wita. 
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thinking that what they beheld v/as a phantom of 
ibc ini3gin»tion. For he whom Uic a little before 
they had beheld mangled with the cnidlest wnuodn, 
and already all wasted away, tlicy now saw in hill 
health, and jubilant. And he who had been made 
whole said unto them : " Be not afearcd, nor 
deem that which ye aee to be an empty phantom, 
for Sutnt Francis hath but even dow departed 
from this place, and by the touch of hit holy 
hands he made me perfectly sound from all mv 
wi>und«." As ihc f^me of this mtracif increased, 
the whole folk hastened unto the place, and bc- 
hakiing in such an evident portent the power of 
the scigntatn of the Blesaed Francia, were tilled 
alike with amszcmeDt and with rejoicing, and 
exalted the standard-bearer of Christ with great 
proclnmaiions of hia prniscn. In aooth, it was 
mvel that the BIcRKd Father, then dend in thr 
Aesh but living with Chriut, should by lliv won- 
drous appuriciun of lu8 bodily form attd by thi- 
gcntle touch of his holy hands grant health unlo a 
man mortally wuumiud, seeing that he had borne 
in his llcsh tht stigmata of Him Who in His 
mercy died, and miiaculously rose again, that He 
might heal by the [wwer of His striirf.i the human 
race ihut had bc«o woundt'd :ind leit half dead. 

6, In Poten^ a city of .Apulia, there was a 
certain cleric, Roger by name, an hotiouN worthy 
man, and a Canon of the Cathedral Church. He 
had been sore troubled by an infirmity, and on 
a day went into a church la pray ; now there na> 
thi^rrin a [>iciufe of the Blessed Francis, sheMmg 
the jitoriouH iti^^mata, and he hcaan to doubt con- 
cerning that exalted miracle, deeniinj^ it a thing 
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Unbelief unheard-of and impoBublc. Now on a sudden, 
chastised •%» with imtiaired judgcmenl he was inwardly 
revolving these idle «houghis,he telt himscJf torci- 
bly nricken in thr pJm of his left Eiand uoder his 
gloie, and hc:ird a whizzing sound, m wlieci 
a dan is hurled t'lom a mangonel, and at once, 
alike wounded by the blow and sftuaiHl -M the 
iiiund, he drew hia glove from off his hand, that 
tic iiii^hi aec with hit eyes that which he had 
^ilrnidy |icrceived by touch and Bound. And, 
ulbeit there had been afore no wuund in hi» palm, 
he beheld in the middle of the jittlni a wound like 
unto that inHicied by the siioke uf un :trnjw, 
whercfrom thete proceeded ivch burning heit at 
ihut lie Deemed like to faint by reason thereof. 
Wond/ouH to relate, rhrre wan no trace of injury 
to be Hccn on hie glove, ao that the penalty of the 
hiilden wound intiicicd upun him cortesiiunded 
unto the hidden wound in hiE heart. Then tor 
the space of two day* he cried ^laud and groaned, 
firickcd by intenscst pain, and drew off the »«! 
Ironi hiB heart'* douhtj, for all ta iCe. And he 
dccbrcd and solemnly sware ihat he truly 
bulicvcd ihutviainl Frnncis had received the sacred 
stigmata, aaaertin];; that ill the rain imaginingi of 
doubt had left him. And, an a suppliant, he 
prayed the tiaini uf Gud by the sacred «tiKitiata 
tn succour him, nrul enriched his abundant heart- 
felt prayers with abundant l^oods of tears. Then 
befell a sure miracle. A« he laid aside his un- 
b^ief, the healing cf his intnd was followed by 
tlic healing uf hi« body. All hia ])jin wax 
8i>othed. the burning was cooled, :md no trace 
of the wound remnined, and thus it liefel) that the 
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hidden HckncH of the noDd wat, b]r tfar prori' Mtny 
dence of the divine atttcj, heated dinxpi the fa^ ff* . 
evident bunuDg of the fleih, and, u tbc nnnd v 
healed, the Rah iuelf vas hukd uwedxr wilfa 
it. The rtian became humble, dcvoteil unto Gfid, 
und bound by tie* of cooaunt tKinucy mttii the 
tJBini and the Order of the Brethren. Tbc idcma 
miracle of thii tfftu wat attttttd on oMh, and the 
knowledge thereof vu haoded down oato at it 
letlcra coft^nned by the aiithoeiCy of the Btthop*! 
seal. 

Accordingly, there ii no footn for dmbt vm- 
cetning the facnd ttigmatH. nor in thii matter let 
any nian'ti eye be c*il becatne Gud i* goad, s* 
though the bestowal of nich a gift were Dot 
in Record with Hk nnluting goodDcn. For i^ 
by itut Bcr>ph!c love, many membera cbve unto 
tlic Head, that is Christ, — to that in the vsrfarc, 
clad in like .irmonf, they vere found worthy, and 
in the kingdum were exalted umo i Eke glory, — 
none that u of sound mind will deny that this 
jierCiitneth onto the glory of Chriit, and unto that 
ulone. 

Ii. Of tht dtai that ^xtft rmud 
I. In the town of Monte Marano, near Bene- 
vrnio, ii ccriiiin wonian that had an especial 
devotion unto Suint Francis wcnC the way of 
all (iesh. Now, wben the clergy had come 
lORCther at night to pcrlbrm the fiincral rites and 
ngiln, and to chant the Ptaloin, on a Nuddrn, in 
the sight of all, that wotnun rone up upon the bier, 
and called one of the priests that stood by, who 
was her confctsor, luying : " I am faio to confeu. 
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CoutW i'athcr ; heat my sin. I, when dead, was dc* 
■teii^ltor Jivercd over to be stiaitly irtipriwmed, for ihat 
"'*™ I had never made confession of tKc sin thut 1 will 
now disclose unio thee. liui, (saith she), by the 
prayers offered for mc by Saini Francis, whom, 
while I lived, I served with :i devout mind, il 
hath now bcea vouchsafed me to retufD uolo 
the body, to th« end that, having revealed th^il 
Kin, I may merit everlasiing life. And lo ! yunr- 
Kclvcii Hhdl ace how that, nfcer I have disclosed 
ihc same, I ahall hasten unto the pramised rest." 
Trernblinjj, then, she confessed unto the Ctcnihlin^ 
priest, and, after receiving absolution, laid hcrnclt 
quietly down on the bier, and in btt«sed wise fetl 
on Aeeo in the Lord. 

i. In the town of Paniarco, thut is set among 
the mountains of Apulia, a father and mother had 
one only daughter, of tender age, and tenderly 
beloved beyond d\ else. And nhe wafc brought 
unto dc:i(h b)' a gricvouB Bicltncsti, and herpurcntu, 
having no hope of another child to take her place, 
deemed themselves .ir dead whvn she died. 
Their kinsfolk and friende gathered logcthcr for 
ihiji right piteous burinl, but the ill-fated niothcr 
by filled with woe imK]»eakali]c, and wrapt in her 
Bupremc Borrow, so that she perceived no whtt 
ol aught that beJirll. Meanwhile Saint Fraociti, 
accompanied by but one other, appeared, and 
deigned to visit the drsobtc woman, wham he 
knew had been devoted uniu him, and addressed 
her with kindly words : *' Weep not ; " saith he, 
"for the light of thy lamp, whoic (jucnching thou 
bcwoilcst, shall \x rcsiuied unto ihec by n)v 
prayers." Forthwith die woman arose, and, 
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revealing unto all i-hMi whicb the .Saini had said An on If 
unto her, would not suffer the dead body to Iw daugliter 
borne forth ; bui, calling on ihc name of Saint ''*^''^° 
Ftaacb with gnat faiili, and laying hold on her 
dead daughter, she raised her u]>, alive and soundt 
while a!i looked on and marvelled. 

3. The Brethren at Nocera once begged tht 
loan of 3 certain tan, whereof ihey stood some- 
what in need, from s mun named Peter, but he, 
after the manner of a fuui, answered them with 
abuBe inmoad of with the help they sought, and in 
ulacc of the alms craved in honour nf Saint 
Fruicifi] blasphemed his name. At once, the 
man repented him of his foolishness, for the fear 
of God came upon him, lest perchance ihc veil- 
gcancc of the Lord tnight follow, even nit it did 
Hicediiy follow. For forihwicli his firstborn son 
M\ sick, and, after 3 short Epace, gave up the 
ghoift. The unhappy futher rolled on the ground, 
and called without cenalng on Frnncis, the Sniat 
of God, crying with tears ; " It h I who iiinned, 
it i» T who spake in evil wise, chou oughtcot to 
scourge nie in mine *wn perBon. O Saint, restore 
unto me, that am now {lenitent, that which thou 
didtC take from mc when I wickedly blii«phmicd. 
1 give myiicif unto thee, I offer myself for ever 
unto thy service, for I will eicr olTer unto Christ 
a deii'out sacrifice of praise for the honour of thy 
name," O marvel ! At these words, the boy 
arose, and, forbidding his mourning, declared that 
as he died, and had left the body, by the Bleiued 
Francui he had been brought b;ick and reitored. 

4. A certain notary in the city of Ronit had a 
little Bon scarce sei-en years old, who odcc, when 
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Rxistnr Ilia mother was going unto die church of Saint 
of ■.chila Mark, was fain, a*; children he, to go with herj 
when he was lodtlcn by his mother to taii^ at 
borne, he threw hiiiiseif from a window of the 
palace, and, his bonta broken by the final con- 
cussion, breathed Kis Imtt on the spot. His 
mother, who had oot yet gone far, at the aouiid 
of a fnll feared it might be that of her child, and 
returned with oil speed j then, when she found her 
son tltiis suddenly taken from her by this pitiable 
ui;cident, she forthwith began to lay lehgefiil 
hande upon herself, nod with woetu.1 crice roused 
the whole neighbourhood to m'jura with her. 
Then a certain Brother, named Ralph, of the 
Order of Minor*, who had comcthithcr to preachy 
drew nigh the child Hnd, tiill of fnith, said unto 
the father: " Di>»l thou betie\'e that l-nincit, 
the Sunt of God, can avail to raise up thy son 
from the dead, by the Iwe chat he i^'er had fbr 
Christ Who was crucified to restore life unto 
meai" When he made answer that he firmly 
believed and f^ailhfully confeseed it, and would he 
for evermore i Bcrvact of the Saint if by hii 
ntcritii he might be found meet to receirc from 
God so grcai a henelit. — that Brother prostrated 
hinnelf in pr;iycr, together with the Brother thjl 
Wilt his companion, stirring up the rcji that were 
))tesent unto prayer. Thin done, the boy began to 
};apc a little and, opening his eyes and stretching 
his arraa, raised himscli', and at once, in the 

Eretence of all, walked, whale and sound, restored 
y the wondrous might of the Saint unto life and 
health ai the oiimc time. 

;. In thecityof Ctpua, whileaboy waa pbying 
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with tnany others on the Iwnk of the river Of a 
Voltomo, he he«Ues«ly fell into deep water, and (trowneij 
ih»r rushing river swiftly engulii'd him, and burled ""' ^ 
hini, dead, beneath its land. At the shouts of rhe 
other boys, who h;id been playing with him nigh 
the river, a great L-rowd of people gatliered together 
there. The whole muliitudc Lniokcd, with devout 
supplication, the merits of the Blessed Fntncit, 
that he would behold the faith of hie parents that 
had a d<rvotioTi for him, ard would deign to snstch 
thwT oiFspring from the peril of death i then lo! 
t certain man that had been standing afar wff, 
hearing their shouts, came up, and he was a 
swimmer. After a long search, at length, calling 
uptin the help of the Bleeied Frands, he found 
die pUce wherein the river slime had fonned as it 
were a ton\b for the child's body, the which he 
dug out xnd drew therefrom, and, i« hU sorrow, 
saw that he was dead. But the folk that stood 
round, albeit they saw the child was dead, did 
ucverthclcbB, weeping and crying aloud, cxchrm : 
"O Saint Francis, restore the boy unto his 
father I " Yea, even some Jews that had come 
up, moved by natural compassion, cried: "O 
Saint Francis, restore the boy unto his father ! " 
On a sudden, the boy, to the wonder and deliglii 
of ill, rose up unscaihcrf, and begged and im- 
plored that he might be taken uwo the Church 
of the Blessed Francis, that he might devoutly 
pny hii thanks unto him by whose might he knew 
that he had been miraculously raised up. 

6, In the dty of Sdjan, in the district that 
la called "At the Columns," a house suddenly 
fell, and buried a youth, killing him oo the spot. 
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Of A Men and women ran together from all stdc», 
jouth ayjuted by the aaund of ihe fall j they cicarrd 
"'*■' **5 sway frotn one pkce nnd nnolli'cr the b«anu and 
BtcrciCd, Mii brougUt unlo bis ill-faunl nioth«i her 
dead son. Then she, choked with biitnegt sobs, 
cricdi iiD best nhe niighi, in piicoiii loirn : '* O 
Saint Francis, Saint Fcancis, tntorc onto itie my 
[/on ! " And not she only, but all that were 
preacntf besought the protection of the blcsBcd 
rather. Yet, as there was neither vuite nor 
sense in the body, th<y laid it upon a Her, intetid- 
inj; to bury it on the morrow. Howbeit, the 
mother h;id confidence in the Lord by the merits 
of His Saint, and niad« a vow that she woiUd 
cover the altar of the Bjesaed Francis with a new 
linen cloth, if he would recall her aon to life for 
her. And lo ! about midnight the youth beRan to 
gape, hi.i members waxed waim, and he roue tin 
alive and well, and br.ikc forth into praisen. Yea 
more, he incited the clergy who had wsembled 
together, and the whule folk, to pay lauds end 
thunka unto God and unto the Blemed Friincis, 
with glad minds. 

7, A certain youth, named Gerlandino, a native 
of Kagusn, went forth in the vintage «:(iboji unto 
the vineyards, and piaced himself in the wine vat 
under the winc-prens, to fill hii skin botdce. On 
a Nuddcn, some immcnw woncs, — tlic wooden 
supports collapsing,— crashed upon hi* head with 
a deadly blow. At once hiN father hastened unto 
hi« Kon, and, in hiii de*pair, Miccoured him not 
as he lay encumbered, but left him under the 
load even as it had fallen upon him. The vine- 
dreuers ran together right speedily at they heajd 
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tlic wucfii] utteiiincc vf hit loud cries, and, like Tbc 

ihc lather of Uie boy. were filled with ercal youoj 

- »ioe- 
drasMT 



MfTOW, and drew forth the youth, iilready dead, "*'**" 



from ihe ruio. But his father, filling at the feet 
of Jesus, humbly prayed that, by the merils of 
Saint Prancia, whose ic.ist^dsy was then at Hand, 
lie would dcigD to restore unio him his only 
von. He continued to sigh forth prsyefE, and 
to TOW to perform many pious niinistries, and 
promised to visit the tomb of the holy man, to- 
gether with his son, if he were raised from the 
de.id. Then ;i sure miracle befell. For forth- 
with the boy, whoHC whole body had been cru«liedf 
was restored unto life and sound health, and f>to<id 
up rejoicing before them all, reproving ihem that 
moumcd, and declaring that by the intercession of 
Saint Ftaacis he had been restored unto life. 

8. En Germany, he raised up another dead 
man, concerning whom the lord Pd|>c Gregory, — 
at the time of the tnnElation >(if the Saints body, 
— by Apostolic letters assured and gladdened all 
Ihc Brethren, thai hud g.iihcrcd together for the 
translation .uid the Chapter. The maniier of that 
miracle I have not related, Being Ignoram thereof, 
and deeming the Papal atteataCion to be better 
than the record of hII other asscrtiuna. 

III. Of them that he dtlhtrtd from tht 
pent ef death 

I. In the outskirts of Rome, ihcrc was a noble- 
man named Kitdolph, whosie wite w.is demoted 
unto Cod and oft received as her guetis the 
BroihcxE Minoi, alike frcnn the virtue of hospi- 
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ulity. iaA front her veneration and lore for the 
BIcMcd Francift. One night, the warder of the 
oastle, who slept on the lopmost towef, w.ts lying 
upon an heap of wood that had been placed on the 
wry edge of the wall, snd, ihcir ^stenings be- 
ooming iindone, fell on to the palucc roof, and 
thncc <>n 10 tlie ground. At the sound nf the 
fall, the whole houBthold was aroused, jnd, when 
ihty heard of the warder's fall, the lord and lady 
of the cantle hastened unto the spot, with tlic 
Brethrrn. He, indeed, who had lallen ftum the 
beijihi, was wrspt in go deep a sicq) aa thnl he 
Wilt awnkenrd neither by the continued fiilling of 
the beams, nor by the tumult of the household 
that ran together with shout§. At Iuec he W3« 
roused by tlieir hands dragging and pushing him, 
whereupon he began to complain that they had 
cut him off from a sweet repose, declaring that he 
had been iilcpping sweetly in the arms of the 
lilenrscd FranciE. When he hiid been instructed 
of others ctmceming hia own fall, and naw him»clf 
on the ground, whereas he had lain on the toj>- 
niost tower, he was aNHmnded that that had be- 
fallen him which he had no whit perceived, and 
uromised, in the presence of all, that he wtiuld 
become a pcniteni by reason of bin reverence f<)r 
God und (or the nicnsed Francis. 

I. In the town of Pofi, ihitt h Kittiated in 
Campania, h certain priest named Thoraaa ap- 
proached the mil! of the church that he might 
repair it. But an he wntlced hcedlcstilj' slong the 
bank of the canal, where a deep whirlpool was 
flowing with a ureal inrush of water, he fell sud- 
denly, and wna eni.inglcd ill the nail-studded 
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wheel, whose motion tutiKd the mill. He lay Thotj 
thus encumbered with the wotxl, and the nish of diOWaii 
the watcfN feU on his face, ^ib he wm piostrate, xn P""*' 
th;it he could not cry aloud, howbeit, in his heart, 
he piieously called upon Saim Francis, Thus 
for ik long space he lay there, and hi« coni- 
faiaont, having now utterly despaired of hi» liie, 
turned the mill Ibrcii^y in the opposite direc- 
tion, sod the priest, thus can forth, was hurled 
about, giisping, In che flood of water. And lo ! 
a certain Brother Minut, ckd in » white tunic and 
gin with a rope, with great geatleness took him 
by ihc arm, and drew him forth from the river, 
Haying; "I am FntnciS) upon whom thou ham 
called." Then he, thus delivered, was fireatly 
astonicd, and would f;iin have kissed hi> foot- 
prints, uiid run hither ;iiid thither in his uniiiay, 
enquiring of hta companions: "Where iii he? 
Whither hath the SaitJt departed? Which way 
took he ? " But they, trembling, fell prostrate on 
the ground, exulting the glurioua marveh of the 
greut Cod, and the virtues and merits of His 
humble servant. 

J. Certain youth* of Bo-rgo dj Celuno went 
forth into some fields to exit hay ; now in theeie 
fields there was hidden an ancient well, whose 
mouth was overshadowed by gretn grasses, and it 
held water to a depth of about four pacea. As 
the youths separated, and went singly about the 
mesidow, one of them fell by accident into the 
well. The deep pit tw;i]Jowed his body, but hh 
•piril and mind ruse on high to seek the inierce:*- 
tion of the Bleased Frnncis, and, even as he fell, 
he cried with faith and truat : " Saint Francis, aid 
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DJTcra me ! " The other* went htiher and thither, aa 
deliver- the )a^ was not to be {(nind, oecliiiig him with 
^'■** sliouts, and tears, and searching all round. Dis- 
oerils. ^<*^*'''''E ^' length that he had (illcn into the wril, 
they returned in haste unto Borgo, with lamcntfi- 
ticQS, to tell what had befallen and to sccli for 
help. Btit a« they returned, bringing with them 
a great crowd nf men, one of whom ihcy let 
down by a rope into the well, they beheld the lad 
sitting on the surface of the water, having auflered 
no injury whataocver. When be had been drawn 
forth Ironi the well, the youth said unto all that 
notid by : **Ab 1 fell of a sudden, I invoked the 
protection of,ihe Blessed Francis, and he at once, 
even sa I fell. Hood by me in bodily presence, 
and, stretching out his hand, gently laid hold on 
mc, nor ever leit me unixl, you also aiding, he 
drew ine forth from thp well." 

^. In the church of the DleiBcd Franciii, at 
Assi&i, the lord bishop of Osiiai — he that wa« 
itfterw;ird the Chief Pontiff, Alexander, — was 
prciiching in the presence of the Rojnun Curia, 
when Ml heavy 4nd gr»i otonc, thill had been left 
Uiroujih negligence orer the lofty none pulpit, 
wa8 tmshed out of place by exccMive presaure, 
srtd tell on the head of a oeiiiiin woman. As 
all the byatanden deemed her already quite dead, 
and that her head had been (juitc shattered, iliey 
covered her with the cloak that nhe was wearing, 
10 that, the sermon ended, her pitiable body might 
be borne forth from the church. Howbeit, ihr 
woman had coniiniited hcrnelf in fuith unto the 
mcGicd Francis, before whose alur she lay. And 
lol ihfi preaching ended, »bc rose uf la the 
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pieaence of all w cound ns that no trace of injury 
might be seen upon her. Yei, whai i* more 
mafvellouB, she hating for a lonj; lime |>3!H until 
thw T«y hour BuflWed from an »lmo«t inceMant 
headache, was from ihenee utterly freed from 
(rouble of any disease, as she herself afterward 
bare witticu. 

5. At Cometfl, at the founding of a bell in the 
place of the Brethren, certain devout men had 
eonic together, and a boy of eight years, named 
Banhulomew, was bringing a gift (at the Brethren 
thai were at work. Lo! on a sudden a strong 
wind itr[)sc^, and shook the houne, so that the 

f;re;it, he^ivy door in the gutcwuy fell uj>on the 
inle boy with Buch a mighty crash as that all 
believed one on whom such an inimcnac weight 
bad fidlen must ntxdn be crushed by tlie deadly 
conctis^ion. For he lay sa comjiietely buried 
beneath the falle'n weight as that nothing of hint 
could be seen front without. All the bystanders 
ran unto the spot, invoking the powerfiil right 
hand of the BlcNsed Francis. Yen, his iather loo, 
whose limba bad become sdff m that he was 
unsble to stir for grief, committed his »on with 
prayers and cries unlo Saint Francis. At length 
the deadly weight wa» raised from above the boy, 
ind behold, he whom they had believed to be 
dciid, was teen rejoicing, aa though routed front 
sleep, and with no trace of any injury upon him. 
Accofdingly, when he was fourteen years of age, 
he became a Blather Minur, .-uid was afterward a 
learned and renowned preacher in the Order. 

6. The men of I .entmo had (]uarried from the 
raountaio an iiumenne none, that w»e to be Itud 
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Deliver- upon the altar b a church of tht BItsied Frann* 
UICCE iJim \iriin then about to be consecrated. Now 

accidents"'^'" ''"'^ """' '"^'^ striving to place the stone 
on a cart, and. while ihey were putting fotili ihtir 
strrngili ngatn anii a<>;iin, the stone fell upon, one 
IDHQ, and buried hi(» as in a icmb. Perturbed in 
ii)ind, and knuwing not whut to do, th(> grciitct 
part of the men departed in despair. Hnwbcit, 
ten remained, uiid they with luDentablc crice 
called upun Stjini Fnincis, implohnj; him nut to 
suifei a man to meet with nich an hnrrible deuth 
while in his BcrviCL- ; and ut laitt, regaining cuuragCi 
they removed the atone with au-ch ease aa that 
none cotild doubt the power of Francia had cotnc 
unto their aid. The mun rone up suund in 3II hi« 
limbs, and had, moreover, recavered the clear 
sight of bis eyes, thai had been dim afore, na that 
tliuB it might be given unto idl to know of what 
mighty efficacy arc the merits of th« Blessed 
Francis in casea beycmd hope. 

7. A like thing befell nl San Scverinu in the 
March of Anconn. Whiicas an imni^nse stone, 
th.11 had been brought from Conitaniinoplr for the 
church of the BlcaM.-d Ffancin, was being dru|>grd 
along by the strength of many, it slipped on ■ 
sudden, and icit upon dne of thent that were 
drag^ng it. Albeit he wan believed to be not 
only dead, but also utterly ground to piecet, never- 
tholesR, (he Blessed Fraitcls Coming uniP his aid 
and raining the none, he leapt forth from the 
Wnght of the tlone lliBt hod lain upon hjni well 
and sound, free from all injury. 

8. AciliMwofOncta, named Bartholomew, had 
tCHlnt much in (he building of a certuin church of 
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the Blessed Francis, when a beam, that had noi The 
betr firmly lised, fell crashing on his head, and deyoul 
sorely injuring him. Feeling thai death was coming ™"**' 
Upon hint, and being » man fiiithfiil and retigiou), 
he besought the Last Sdcrummt TraiiL a Brother. 
1 he Bruthcr, deeming him :ibQut to die, lest he 
nught not be able to bring It in tinie, net before 
hint tho wtirdu of the Blessed Augustine, !i;iying 
unto Him ; " Believe, and thau hast eaten." On 
the following night, the BlcHGed Francis npjKured 
unto liiin with eleven Brethren, carrying a lamb in 
hiii bosom, and approached his couch, and called 
liini by name, saying : '* Bartholomew, fear not, 
lor the enemy shall not jirevail ugainsi ihee, who 
was minded to hinder thee in my service. Thiii 
in the Lamb, Whom thou didst ask to be given 
unto thee, and Whom by reawm of thy good desire 
thou hast received, by Whose might niorcDver tJiou 
■halt gain health of both the inner and the outer 
man." With these words, he laid his hands upon 
the WQunds, iind Imde him return unto the work 
thai tw bad begun. The man, rising very early 
in the morning, Appeared unscathed and rejoicing 
unto those who had left him half dead, lilting 
them with marvel and amaze, and thus he itined 
up their minda, alike by his own cnsamplc, and 
the miracle wrote by the Saint, unln vencfsticn 
and love tor the blessed Father. 

Q. A man named Nicholas, o( the town of 
Cepcrano, fell on a day into the handt of his cruel 
eoeiniea. They, wi^ brutal ferocity, inRicled 
wound upon wound upon him, nnt ceasing to rage 
against the ill-fated man until ihey deemed him 
I either dead, or on the point of death. Howbeit, 
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Deliver- this Nichobi had cried with a loud voi«e, ao soon 
■nee of a as the first wounds were dealt him, ** Saint 
wou^ed '■'"''"^'"> mccoiir me! Saint Francis, aid met" 
Many folk at a diatanc* heard these criw, albeit 
they were nM able to hting him guccotir. At 
length he was carried home, all cohered wiih hia 
own blood, howbett, he corfidently mainiained 
tlifri he should rot «ee death by reason of those 
woundi. and that he cten felt no pain therefrom, 
fbrannuch xs thut Saint ['"riincia had nuccouced 
him, and had obtained from the Lord that he 
mijhi show hix repenianc^. That which ensued 
conlirmcd ht> words, for, when the blood wm 
washed olF, he stood up forthwith unecaihcd, con- 
trary unto all men's expectation. 

lo. The son of » nobleman in the town of 
Sun Gimignanu was labouring under a sore Mck- 
neiu. and, despairing of ever regaining his health, 
ua* brought down unlo extremities. For there 
flowed lirotu his eyes a stream of bluod, such ux is 
wont to sush forth when a vein in the arm is cut, 
and, as other sure sign« of upptonching dciith were 
seen iu the rest of liis body, he was given up for 
dead, Day more, as through weakness of smrit and 
of vital force he hod Inst the power of feeling and 
of Diovcnient, lie oceined to have alteitdy cjuicted 
the body. Yet, while his kinsfolk and friendi 
were UBScmUing together to bewail him, a* ia tJie 
custont, dnd wcic treating only of his burial, hia 
father, who trusted in the L.urd, ran with hurried 
■icp( unto thc^ church of the Blraxd Francis In 
that town, put a rope round his neck, ;<nd thi'ew 
himself tjn the ground in the deepest humility ) 
lying thus, he vowed \<iv/a and oflerMl up many 
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Erayrra, and men[ed by his sighs and groaningi 10 uiil of 
sve Saint Fraocis as his advckcatr with Christ, others at 
Then the father returned at oooe unto his son, f^?*^ 
and, finding him restored unto health, changnl 
hi» mourning into rejoicing. 

I I. A like miracle wras wrought of the Lord, 
by the meriia of His Saint, on ;i dani»cl tn a town 
of Catalonia, caUed Tamarid, and on another in 
Ancona I theHc twain were through exceeding 
soie sickness nigh their last breaih, when the 
Blessed Francis, who had been invoked with t'jith 
by their parent*, restored them forthwith unto 
entile health. 

i». A clerk at Vico Bianco, Matthew by 
name, having drunk of a deadly poison, was so 
weighed down thereby as th^it he lout all puwer of 
speech, and could but await his last end. A 
priest exhorted him 10 conti:ss unto him, but 
cuidd not avail to wring one word from him. 
NcvcnheleSB, in his heart he wne humbly boswch- 
ing Christ that, through the merits of the UleHNcd 
Francia, He woidd dei(;n to snatch him from the 
jaWK of death, and speedily, as, — strengthened by 
the Lord,— he uttered the name of the Bicaacd 
Kruncii) witli Kiith and devotion, he vomited forth 
the poison, as they who were ptCMrnt bear witneae, 
and returned thanks unto his aelivcrcr* 



IV, Of them that wert lavei Jhm ihlfnrtri 

I. Some sailori were exposed unto great peril 
of thf Ma, when, — they being about ten niiles di«- 
tani from the port of Baneita, — an exceeding 
great tiorm aroae, and they, already doubting of 
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Succour Oieir lives, lei down tlic anchart. Uai as the^ 
of Bw«Ued ever more liccccly under the blsBti of 

fUruiers gtoini, ihe ropet were broken snd the :incbors i 
brhind, and they thcinMrlvei were drii^D hit 
and thither over the waters in ;i Jnubtful i 
waveriug cuurse. A.E Icnj;th, by the divine \ 
the sea WBH calmed, and they made ready 10 
alt cAort* to cegain the anchurs, the ropee wber 
were floating on the tup of the wutet. And sii 
ihey couJd not conipiitts it in their own streng 
they invoked the aid of many Saints, and w 
wi>tn out with toil and sweat, howl>eit, at tlic i 
of u whole day they had not regained a tin 
one. Now cli<^re v/m a ccruiin uiloT, whose lu 
WUH PeitctlU) but whubc way of life wai fiir ft 
perfect, and he, in mucking tashion, aaid untu 
companions: "Look now, ye have invoked 
aid uf all the faints, and us j'c Hec, there in 
one that will tuecour ye. Let us invoke I 
Frincii, who is n new Saint, i>etchaDiCc be will d 
inini liie wa in some wi.ic, and rtsiorr uk our I 
anehori ! " The rett agr«d unto the advice 
Pcril-ito, not in mockery, but in earnest, and, 
piiiving him for his derisire words, made a fr 
will vow imto the Saint, and confirmed the lan 
at once, in a moment, without any in>plement, 
ancliun floated an the top of the water, as thot 
the propertiet of the iron had been turned inio 
buoyancy of wood. 

1. A pilgrim, weak in body by reuon o 
very thup attack of fever, wherefrom he.l 
lately sunered, waa carried on board a «hii^ i 
voyaged from the parts beyond ifae tea. He ' 
cheriihed an eipeciul lixlin]; of devotion for 
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Blessed Prancu, and had chonen hiiti as hie advo- uid of a 
CMC with the Hca*enly King. Now he, being pilg^'im 
not yet enrirdy recovered of hie sickncBB, was tor- 
mented by u burning thifnt, and, is water was 
thrn iiiihng [hem, he begun to ory wtth a loud 
Toice I " Go with faith, pour out a cup for mc, 
for that the Blessed Francis hatli filJed my Hule 
vessel with water ! " O wonder 1 They found 
the vessel full of waief, though it had been afbrc 
left empty. On another day, a stflrm arose, and 
the ship was covered with the waves, and shaken 
by the violence of the hurficanca, ao that all now 
feared shipwreck ; then this sntne feeble man 
began, with sudden cries, to make hU voice echo 
throughout the ship: "Arise, all of ye," aaith 
he, "and meet the BIes«ed Francis w^"* '* 
coming hither. Lo, he is at hand to save us ! " 
Thus with loud cries and many tears, he frll on 
liiB face, and adored him. At once, at the appear- 
ance of the Saint, the «ick man regained his entire 
health, and there fijUowed a great calm of the sea. 
3. Brother James of Rieli, wheB with some 
oifier Bri'ihtcn he was croasiog a river in a aniidl 
boat, and had lirst landed hie companions on the 
b;ink, was making ready to disembark alter then. 
But by a mischance that little boat upnct, and, 
while the steersman swam, the Brother was 
pfunged into the deep water. The Brethren that 
were set ashore invoked the Blessed Francis with 
loving entreaty, and with tears and xighs implored 
him to succour hi» son. The Brother too, that 
was plunged in the middle of an exceeding great 
whirijiool, since he could not cry with hia voice, 
cried trom his heart, with all his might, beseeching 
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In perils the aid of the holy Fathrr. And lo! llu.- bIrsiKd 
by water f.'athtr coming unto his aid in bodily form, he 
walked through the d«^> as though on dry Innd, 
and, laying hold on the capnii^cd bout, (.iiiiic with 
it unto the shore. Wondrou* to relate, hi* 
clothes were not soaked, n«, not had a drop of 
wairr come nigh hiti habit. 

4. A Brother named BonavenCura, white 
crog«ing a certain lake with two awa, hud Kin l>o<it 
broken in twain by the force of the rushing water, 
and was plunged into deep water, together with 
hie compiuiions, and the brae. Biii whrn from 
the deep wateraof their distreM they invoked with 
all conlidence thnr merciiul Father, I-'ranun, on a 
sodden the boat, all iwunipcd with waiter, floated 
to the iurfHcc, and, carrying them, came safe unto 
(ion, under the guidance of the Saint. 

Id like manner alto, 8 Brother of Ancoli, who 
had been plvinged into a river, came forth delivered 
by the meritii oi UmiI Francis. 

Moreover, on die lake of Ricti, cert^n mca 
and women that were exposed uniu a like peril, by 
calling upiin the name of liaint Fruncis, Mticly 
eicap<.-d a danji;croue ihipwreck in the nidtil of 
the waters. 

;. Some Bailors of Ancona, t»Nied by a periloui 
tcmpckl, saw theniwlves io danger of drowning;. 
When, despairing of their life, they called upon 
Saint Franctx in ouppliant fashion, a great light 
appeared in the bosx, and with that light a calm 
mm hvsvcn waK granted them, m if the holy man 
could hy his wundrou* power command the wind* 
and the BCa. 

Sue 1 think that it ii in no wive possibU: to 
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relate one by one the many purtent« und miracle* the Saint 
whereby our blessed Father hath been glorified, bnngeth 
and u glcirified, on the aat, not the initny tiitien * 
thitt he hath brought help unto them that were in 
despair. Nftr is it strange that iirto him, now 
rci lulling in heaven, I he re should be grantrd 
ruivei over the WHwa, *ceing that while he abode 
in this morcul utnu b!1 created things, transiigured 
inco iheir liri«i image, did him wrvice id marvellous 
wise. 

V. Of thm ihat he ie> frti from bmis 

and tmpi-isanment 

I. It befell % Greek in Romania, that was in 
llic service of a certain lotd, to be falicly accuticd 
of thdt, wherefore the lord of the land bade him 
be ihutup in a narrow prison, and heavily fettered. 
Bui the lady of (lie hognc, pitying the nervanc, 
and believing of a surety tli;it he w»s free from the 
guilt imputed unto him, entreated her husband with 
devout and importunate prsy-erc to act him free. 
TtiCD, iis her husband, in his obstinate harehncse, 
would not agree thereunto, the lady had recourse 
ati a »upp]iant unto fiaint Franciti, and in prayer 
committed the innocent man unto HIk goixtncss. 
Forthwith thai succourer of the unhappy sliewed 
himself ready, and in his mercy visited ihecaptite. 
He undid his bonds, brake open the prison, and, 
laying his. hands on the innocent man, led him 
forth, saying : " I am he unto whgm thy lady hath 
devoutly commended thee." As he was sdzed 
by mighty dread) jrid was skirting an abyiis an a 
dcBceot from the lofty cliff, on a sudden, by the 
|K>wer of his deliverer, he found himiself on th« 
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Release Hat ground. Then he returned unto his miscrcBi, 

of men and by his narration of the true ha)i|icnin^ af the 

Iftlseif ^'ujcle, kindled a yet more glowing love and 

rencriition for Christ and Hie eervani Francis id 

the devom lady. 

1. L) Ma«ea, a certain poor man owed a great 
sum of money urt») a knight of Saint Peter. 
Having nr> mcanA to pay it withal by reason af his 
dcMitutiun, the debtor was arrested by the knight 
thai sought his money buck, xnd pruyed him in 
suppliant wiiic to take pity on him, entreating a 
respite for the love of the BleH»cd Francis. But 
the haughty knight sjiurned the prnycrs he made, 
and in his vain judgement esteemed the love of the 
Saint lightly, as if it were a vain (hinj;. For he 
made nbsiinaie reply, saying, *'I will shut thee up 
in such a place, and such & dungeon, M that 
neither Francia nor any other (hall be able to 
succour thee," And he essayed lo do what he 
had unid. He found a dark dungeon, wherein he 
threw the man, fettered. But ihordy after there 
atood by him the IMes^ed Francis, who, breaking 
open <he prison, and loosing hte chalnti, led forth 
the man, unscathed, unto his own abode. Thus 
ihtf strong power of Fra(id,i, fi]»oiling of hJa prey 
the haughty knight, set free from his evil case the 
captive who had committed himself unto hini, 
and changed the kntghi'-t airogaace into {cndMieu 
by a marvellous miracle. 

J. Albeit of Ar«zo was held in strictest con- 
finement for dehts unjti«tly demanded of him, and 
did humbly cumrmt hia innocence unto .Saint 
Francis, rlc had an esgiecial love for the Order 
of Brothers Minor, and among the Saints hoa- 
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cured Saint Francis with supreme venpmion. His aiid ftf > 
creditor swd io blasphemy thai neither F rajiclg nor penitent 
God could dcliYcr him from liin hands. Now it "*''*"^ 
befell on the Vigil of Saini Francis, when (he 
cnjitive had taken no food, but for love of the 
Saint had bestowed his meal on a poor man, as 
night came on, Saint Francis appeared unto liini as 
he Vept the Vigj). At his entrance, the fetters 
fell from hia fi?et, .ind the chains from his hands, 
the doors were opened of themselves, the board* 
of the roof sprang apart, and ihc rann went forth 
free, reluming unto his own house. Thence- 
forwajd. he performed a tow, fasting on the Vigil 
of the Blessed Francis, and adding an ounce yearly 
unto the wax candle that he was woni yearly to 
ofltr, us a token of hts increajiing devotion. 

^. While that the lord Pope Gregory the 
Ninth wa» sitting in the seat of the Blessed Peter, 
3 certain man named Peter, of the city of Aiesia, 
was accused of herejiy, taken priKoner at Rome, 
and, at the bidding of that same Pontiff, handed 
over unio ihc safekeeping of the Bishop of Tivoli. 
The Bishop received him under pain of forfeiting 
his gee did he escape, ;ind bound him with letters, 
and caused him to be shut up in -a dark prison, 
lest he should esca]*, making him cat bread by 
weight and drink water by measure. But the man 
began to call upon the lllessed Francis to hive 
CompasBion on hini, ptaying and weeping much, 
snd all the more inasmuch as he had heard that 
the Vigil of his Feast was then at hand. And 
because with Hincctc faith he had abjured all the 
errors of heretical frowardness, and with all the 
devotion of his heart wat cleaving unto FrancEi, 
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Minser that nioHt fitithfiil licrvani of ChnnL, by the intcr- 
of the cetision uf his nieriK, he gained an amiiww from the 
"'™^ Lord. For, a« ihc night of hjg Fcasl canir on, 
itbuut twilight, ihe Blessed Fioncia in his pity 
ctxnc down into the pri^OD, and, calling the cap- 
tit' c by DBiiie, Ixidc liim quickly artac. tic, 
mightily Afearcd, asked who he was, and waa told 
that it V/A& th(> Blessed Frtacis who atoud by hini. 
Then by the powc/ of the picseni'e of the holy 
man he naw that the chains had fallen from hi» fceC, 
brokcD, and that the raftefs of the prison were 
o])cncd by the nails therein springing forth of 
ihcmsclvcG, and that an open piLeSiOge was atFotdcd 
him f(tr going forth ; howbcit, all trembling and 
stricken dunib an he was, he knew not how lo 
escape, but cried aloud in the doorway, and filled 
all the gaolers with fear. When they had rolnted 
ttntotlie Gisho]) that he was looacd from h'u bond*, 
and had informed the prelate of the nianner of its 
happening, he came thither oat of devotinn, and, 
clearly iterceiving the power of Cod, wumhipped 
the Lord on the spot. The chains, moreover, 
were carried before t!ie lord I'opc and the Car- 
dioAls, and they, «ceing what had cunic to puss, 
were filled with great amaze, and blessed God. 

5. Guidolotto of San Gimigr^ano was falsely 
charged with having iK>iaoned a cert.iin m:iii, und 
with hH»ing puTiicsecr to sliiy in like nianrct the 
dead man') son and his whole hotiwe. Forthwith 
he was »rre*ted by the Podc8l;i of the ditlrict, 
loaded with exceeding heavy chains, and shut up 
to a certain tower. But he, having confidence in 
the Lord by reason of his innocence, whereof he 
WHS asiurcd, conimended his cause unto the iul* 
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vocacy of the Bluxcd Francis, that he niight Aa inoo- 
deftna it. Now while ihe Podesta was revolving ^'' "P" ' 
in his mind in what nutnner he might wring from °'* "Cea 
I htm by lotmrc a tonfrnsiwn of the crime where- 
with he wan charged, and by what punishment, 
I nfiKX his cooleifiioi], he shuutd put him to death, — 
. I(J, on that same night, when next morning he waa 
I to be icd out to the torture, he was vijtited by Saint 
I Francis in bodily form, and wan wrapt round until 
I morning by a great flood of liglii, and was liJW 
with joy, and great confidence, and recei\ed a full 
auminiiice of bis escape- At morn, the tortuieti 
I came, and took him from the pritcin, and bound 
I him nn the raclc, losiding him with great iron 
I weighitB. Mnny tinicti he was loweicd and then 
I aftain niised, ho that, one torture following on 
another, he might the more a nick ty ht- compelled 
to confeee to the charge. Bui he wui c>er of a 
I glad cdiinlenimee, in the inncicency uf his i.'pirit, 
I ami showed no suffering anud these mrnientj. 
I 'i'hcn R great tire was kindled beneath hinii how- 
I brit, nnt !i hair was injured, thoiLgh he was hargin;; 
head downwards. Finally, boiling oil was pouted 
I over him, hui, by the ])ower of tlic Adrocate unto 
' whom he had entrusted hiB def«n:f, he vanquished 
' all thene trials, and was accordingly set freci and 
dc|tuned unscathed. 

VI. 0/ i^m iJ"ii atrt lieHvereA Jrem tke 
\ __ ^ ferib af etilUhiith 

I f 'li A certain Countcsa in Slavonia, as »alou5 
fbr rif^hteousness as ^v was distinguished by her 
noble birth, itlt)^^ with devotion toward Saint 
FritnciR, and toward his Brethren with a watchful 
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Succout liCRcliccncc. Kovf, being in childbed, she was 
of wTimc by bitter pangB, :ind brought unio »uch 
tf-rribic ttrftits as thai it secmnj the birth oF th« 
child niuttt be the death *>i the mother. It tectiH'd 
that the child could not draw bmth unless she 
lirraihcd her last, and that such (hroM must 
portend nut birtht but death. Then she bcthougin 
her of ih« fame of Maim Francis, of his power, 
nnd hiii glory; hrr faith was srousrcl, nud her 
dfvotiun enkitidlctl. lilic turned her unto that 
sure help, that faithful friend, that comforter of the 
devout, thai refiigc of the Borrowing, saying : *'0 
iSaint FrMcis, all my bancs itnplore thy goodneHi^ 
and in my mind I make the vows that I cannot 
speak alokid." 'Tviu4 nijrvrrllous hr>v swiftly hit 
gCNKlnt!*" BUtcoured her! The caid of her ])raycr 
was the end of h*r pangM, the goal of h«r lat»ur, 
the beginning of her delivery. For at once all 
her diHtrvsa ceased) nnd «hc tuniight forth tlte 
child in safi»y. Nor was ahe unmindful of her 
vow, iKir did she draw back from her inl«ni. 
For she niudc be built u fair church and, when 
built, handed it ovrr uato the Brethren in honour 
of die Splint. 

t. In the countryside roimd Rome, a certain 
woman nRmcd Beatrice, th.ii was nigh her delivery, 
had bumc for liiur d^yi the babe, dead, in licr 
womb, and, haplcas one, was driven unto gieat 
straits and tormented by deadly throes. The 
dead babe was bringing the niothcr nigh death, 
and ibc untimely offspting thai hfjd not yet sei-n 
the light wan tt*ii nf all to [v imperilling the 
mother. The phynciunD enmyed to render aid, 
but all mortal rcmcdict were but vain. Thus 



_J 



w 



MIRACLES AFTER DEATH 195 



^ 



;i very heavy share of our tim motlier'i curse fell wuneo 
upon thit unhappy woman, who, being made a i*? child- 
tomb for her unUita child, moat needs await her ""'"' 
own tnirying s])e«li]y and Burely. Yet she coni- 
mwidcd herself, by niesatngera, with entire devo- 
tion, unto the BtothciB Miaur, aad ub ;i suppliant 
begged for lome relic of Snint Francis, with fUll 
faith. It chuncL-d by ihe divine ruliag chat they 
found a fcigtntiK of the cord wherewith the .Snint 
was sometime girded. At once, as the cord was 
laid on the sufferer, flll her inua was .ttnyed right 
caEily, aai she wna dcli>cred of the dead babe, 
that was cauaiiiig her ileaih, and restcred unU her 
former he;Jth. , , 

3. The wite of a certain nobleman of Carvio, 
JuHara by nnme, was wearing awuy her yeiri) in 
mourning by reason of the deaths of her sons, and 
was alwa,y bewailing hei unhappy faic. I'm ull 
those S0D8 that the had borne in sutfering, she hnd 
with yet bitterer suffering consigned unto the tomb 
but a short space thereafter. Accordingly, when 
she had l>een four months pregnanr. and, by reason 
of her past experience, was more concerned fur 
the death, th»n far the birth, of the child she had 
conceived, she prayed the Blessed Father Francis 
in faith for the life of her unborn babe. And 
to ! SB she was sleeping one night, a woniiin 
appeared unto her in a dream, carrying a lovely 
little boy in her arms, whom with joyouB mien 
she held out unto her. But when she tetu.icd to 
Like him, fearing at once to lose him, that woman 
added. "Thou niiiysi safely lake him, for him 
whom the holy Francis nhall iiend ihec, pitying 
thy iwirrow, shall be hihty with life and shall 
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Sucuuf rejoice tii health." Forthwith chc woman awoke, 
^ and understood by rhc vision shewn htr from 
heaven that the Blessed Francin wan ccady to 
succour her, and fnuH that hour she redoubJcd her 
ptaycrs Mnd iiiado many vows, if so be that she 
might ke.nr n child such iis had been promised. 
At ienglh her fall time came thai she aijould be 
delivered, und she brought lonh a miaIc child, who 
bloomed with all chiJdiah vigour, m if h,e hnd 
received his hfe's nourishment through the meriti 
o( ihr BJcsicd Francis, and thus served as ttn 
inciu'Ricni unto hie paccnu for dcvouicr love for 
Christ and His Saint. 

A liltc miravle the BlesM-d Father wrought in 
Ihe town of Tivoli. There wcia there a woman 
who h.id borne- several daughters, and wsk weaiy- 
iiig with yearning for a man child, and sighed forth 

Craycrs and vwws unto Saint Francis. Then, by 
in raeriti, that wom.an conceived, and it was 
grunted her to hear twin sons, alljett she had but 
prayed for djic. 

.). At Viterbo, a woman th»t was nigh her 
delivery was dwmcd nighcr death, being wrung 
by internal pangs, and enduring c-xtrenicst agony 
fioni the throes thai be the lot iif woniankincf. 
When her bodily strength was failing thereunder, 
and all the skill of lecthcraft had been foii(i(i 
wauling, the womnn called upon the name of the 
lilfjBed Francis, and wan at vncc delivered, bring- 
ing her travail unto an happy end. Howbeit, hat ing 
Bttiiined her desire, thi? wni forgetful of the favour 
that had been shewn her, and failed to shew due 
deference to the Saint, for on Ins biiilidiiy she imt 
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a Huddcn hej' right arm, thiit had b«-n stretched woraea 
forth to work, remained stiff, nnd dried up. W hen in child- 
the strove to draw it bock unto her side with the Birth 
Other, that kk) by a like punishment withered. 
Then the woman, 9*izcd by n diiine fear, renewed 
her tows, and, l>y the mctits of the |>itihil and 
humble Saint, uniu whose service she agaio vowed 
herself, WAS sulTrred to reguio the use of ber 
limbs, thai she had loal through her ingrBtilude, 
and dishonouring of him. 

^. A ccctatn woman, til the countryside rouml 
Arezzo, having endured the ]>angB uf childbirth 
ihioughoui seven days, had iilre.-idy turned bUck, 
Itnd was despaired oi by all ; she made a vow 
tinlo the Blcsned Francis, and, dying, began tg 
Idvoke htR-aid. Ever as she uiiered the vow, she 
irutantly fell on »leep, and saw in a dream the 
Blesscil Francin speiiking gently unto her, and 
ailting wheihei she knew him by "iuhi, and 
whrtlier she cotiM ifctte thai ami|>hon of the 
glorious Virgin; the "Hail, Queen of mercy," 
unto the honour of tliat same Virgin ? And whwi 
she made nn»wer ihnt she knew lioih, "Begin," 
saiih the Saint, "the sacrnl aniiphun, and beigrc 
that ihou hast ended it, thou shaft be delivered in 
Hafeiy." At these words, the woman awnked, 
and, trembling, hcgin to say the " Hail, Queen of 
mercy." And even mt she invoked those |iiliful 
eyes, and made mention of the fiuit of that virjpn 
womb, she wai^ instantly freed frnm all distress, 
and gave birth imto a loTely babe, rendering 
tha.nks unto the Q\i('en of mercy who, through the 
merits of ihe Blessed Francis, hnd deigned m 
shew pity unto Iter. 
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Vn. Of the hlHii that mtittd nght 

Cure of ft I. Id tbe Convent of th« Brotben Miuar U 

blind Naplei, there abode a Brother nsmcd Ruben, thu 

Brother |,^ j^.^, [j||[n| (t^j. many ycsn, ind some nuper- 

Auuua llcoh had grown uvcr hU cycd, hindcrinj; 
the movement md use of h» eyelids. As very 
many fofclgn Brethren wcfc jithtred together 
in thiit Content, on their way unto divers |xina 
of the world, the Blessed Father Frinci», in their 
ptntencc, cured on this wiae (he Bruthci Aforesaid, 
a mirror of holy obedience,— that hy ihe newn«» 
of the miracle he might encuurxge them U) ](0 
fvrward. One night, the aforesuid Brother Robert 
»'M lying sick unto death, and even now the 
CDninieniJMtnry jirayer for his suul li^d been tittered, 
when io ! the BIcsacd Father stood by him, 
together 'wiih three Brethren that had been [>crl«ct 
in all Hainttineflt, — to wit, Haint Antony, Brother 
Augustii^c, and Brother Jnmea of Assml ; for 
these, even as they hud perfectly foUowcd tiirt) in 
life, were now in like manner his zealous uom- 
jianiOM after death. .Saint Fran-cij:, Iftking » 
knife, cut away that superfluou* Ocsh, nod restored 
hiR sight SI it had formerly been, iind brought him 
liack from the jaws of death, and eaJd unto him i 
"Son Robert, the favour that I have shewn tliee 
ii X tokm unto the Biethrcn that go unto far 
distant nations, that 1 shall jo before them, and 
guide their itepn. Let them go (nalih he) 
n.^oidn^ and let thcni fuliil the obedience that 
ia laid upon them with eager zest," 

1. At Tbcbcii, in Romania, a blind woman 
had kc])t the Vigil of Saial Francis by filling on 
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brud and water iilonr, and an ihc nioming of ihc Aod of a 
Feast was brought by her huxband unto the blind 
church of the Bfoihcr* Minor. And, during ''**'''*" 
Ihc celebration of MaUi ui ihc elevation of the 
Budy of Chiist, ahc opened her cyc-n, saw It 
clrarly, und did must devoutly jdote It. Vvu, 
ihc cried aloud in her ndofHtion, saying : " Thanks 
be unto Cod Bad Hi« Saint, I ace the Body of 
Christ! " Whereupon, all that were thi-re prcs«« 
mined round ss she uiiercd her triumphant cries. 
When the aacred rites were ended, the woman 
lotufncd unco her home, glad in apiril, and hutin^ 
(he sight of her eyes. Andsheexuited, not alon« 
fat that she hod regained her bodily sight, hut alio 
foi thill the first thing hci eyes had looked upon) — 
through the merits of the Bleued Francis, nidcd by 
the power of her faith, — had been that wondrouii 
■sacrament, thsi n the true and living light of houIs. 
3. In the town of Pofi, in Canipnnin, a boy 
aged fijurtecn hod i>een visited by a sudden afSic- 
tion, and had utterly loBt the si^ht of his left eye. 
The sharpness of the agony forced the eye out of 
ita place su that, the nerves being relased, it hung 
down by a finger's length unl-o his jawn, and was 
almost withered up. When there was no remedy 
left but lu out it on, and his cure was utterly 
despaired of by those that were tending hin], his 
father turned to invoke the aid of the BieKsed 
Francis with his whole heart. Nor did that un- 
wearied mccourer of the ucihappy fail to answer 
the prayers of his suppliant. For the withered 
eye was by hia wondrous might restored unto itn 
own. place, and unto iti fornier power, and VU 
enlightened by the beams of longed-for lijjlit. ^^ 
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IMran 4. In the same province, ai Casiro, a very 
cures h^avy beam felt from a height, and struck ihe 
head of a cetuin priesi wiih great force, bliudiog 
his left eye. He, cast unio the ground, bcgsn 
with X loud voice to cry pitifully on Saint Frnncii, 
»»yiag ; "Aid me, most holy Father, that I may 
be able to go unto thy Feast, as I hate promised 
thy Brethren." For it was the V'igil of thr 
ynint, At once he arose, moot wondrmioly Kivcd, 
and brake forth imo cries of praise and fladnesj, 
and brought atnazenient nnd rejoicing on all thai 
$tood round, and had been nympntliieing with hi» 
niisiurtune. He proteeded unto the Feast, teUinj; 
all ntrn how hi' ]ud proven the Saint's mercy sod 
power in bin own person. 

J. A certain man of Monie Gargano, while 
he was working in his vineyard, and cutting down 
a piece of wood with an axe, (itruck his own eye, 
and cut it in twain xo that the pupil hung down 
outside. Being in Buch de8|icr.-itp alraits, he gave 
up hope of being succoured by nny mortal akill, 
and vowed In fast before ih^' Feast of Saint 
Praacis, if he would aid him. At once die 
Saint of God restored the eye umo Ito own place, 
and joini-'d together again ihf parti: that had beer 
ihu» etefl, and endowed it with lis former night, 
60 that no irnccs of ihc injury remained. 

6. The son of a certain nnhlcman, blind from 
hi» birth, reeeived hia longed-foi aight throujjb 
the merita of Suint Francis^ and, gaining a name 
from ibis incident, was cnlled Illumin.-ito. Af^r- 
ward, when he was of the age to do mj, he entered 
the Order of the Blciscd Frajicia, not forgctfiJ 
of the benefit that hr had received, and nindc 
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surfi [irogrfsit in (lie ligtit of grace and goodnenH of blind 
as ihit he wm *Mn to b« a eon of the true light. '«* 
Ai length, by the all-powerful mcriu of the 
blcKsed Fsihcr, he cunnumninted his lioly be- 
ginning by u yet holier ending. 

7. At Zaniiiti, a town near Anagni, there -wa^ 
n noldicr, named Gcrnrd, whu hnd entirely lam hii 
cyeiight. Now it befrl! that two Brother* Minor, 
coming; Ironi foreign partu, turned aside unto hia 
huuaf to be entcitained there. Being received 
with devotion liy the whole household, by reason 
of their veneration for S»iri Francis, nnd treated 
with the uCnicKi kindnesa, they gave thanks unto 
God and their bunt, a.nd iirocccded unto i place 
of the Eiethrvn that wa« haid by. And on ;■ 
nighl the Bleated Prancia appeared in a dretni 
unto one of those Brethren, Maying : " Rise, 
t)9«ten with thy companion unto the house of our 
hoH, who hach tecrived Chtiut and me in receiv- 
inp you. For I ant fain to rcconi])eogc hitii for 
his kindly miniiitriei. He became blind otd a 
puniKhnient for his sinn, which he neg^lected to 
wipe out by ■confession and |jeniterce." The 
Fiithcr Tsnished, and that Brother speedily arose, 
ihnt, together with his e(im|i3nion, he might hasten 
tu fuHl! hia behest ; they came unto ilie house of 
their host, and related unto him in order all thingi 
that the one of them htid »Qvn. The niun wan no 
little astonied, and confinned all their words aa 
true; he was moved timo lears, and made free 
confci«ion. At length, having vowed m do 
pennncc, and hii inner man being thus renewed, 
he forthwith recovered hia bodily sight. The 
report of this miracle spread on sll aides, and 
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A dc&Tiuircd up nianya not alone \o venerate the Saiot, 
and <)w>'^ but aim lo malt* humble confrs*ioTi of their aim 
^^ and to pracijsc the rirtue vf honpiiiility. 

VIIl. Of t htm that wtrt tUHvrrrd Jrem 
dwtri iiitiues 

I. Ac Cittit etelh Pleve thrrr wild a Iteggar-M 
deaf unJ cluml< Irum blrlli, whose tonj^ut.- wat 60 
short luid small ii.s ihitt it utx-iiicd to have been cut 
quite uiF, aa many who examined it ut divm itmu 
iliouglit. A man named Msrk look liim to 
ludgc with him, fnr the love of God. and the lud, 
recognising him «« o benefactor, became eager to 
aWtr with him. Ont evening, when this man 
wns supping with hi» wife, — the boy being in 
ihdr prMcnce, — he sud unto his wife : *• I ihould 
deem it th« greatest of all nuracle« if the BIcued 
Frxncik were to restarts hearing atvd speech unto 
thii lad." And he added : " I vow unto God 
thftt if Saint Francis wll deign to clTcct this, for 
love uf him I will support \\m \:\A ku hing m he 
liweth," O sure miracle ! At once, his tongue 
j^rcw, and he sp^ikf, i):iying : " Olory be unto 
God, iiiid until Saint Francis, who h.iih given nic 
speech and hearing." 

I. Brother Jnmcii uf Ikco, while yet a child in 
his father's huuw, suttluintd n right gricvoua t»dily 
injury. Howbeil, inspired of the Holy .S])irit, 
Rjutc of hill youth and infirmity, he entered the 
Order of Saint Francb out nf devotion, ditcloi- 
ifig unto none the inf rmity whercfrom hr suiTered. 
Now it came to pun, that when the body of the 
Blessed I'lancis was tiamlaied unto the place 
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where ihc precious rrauiiire of his nacrrd bvncA A 
now Itelh bidden, the said Brother wa« present at ^'".^'j,*' 
tliat joyfitl traiulatton, th»i he might ihov due "*"*" 
honour unto the most holy body of Kin FiithcT, 
rftw ID glory. And, drawing nigli the tomhy 
wherein (he Hacred bones had been placed, in thr 
dcvoiion of his spirit he embraced the holy 
ae])u!chre, and forthwith in wondrouB wise hi« 
injury was repaired, ;ind he felt hiinsrlf hcatrd, 
»t\A laid aside the girdle he hnd worn, and from 
that hour was free from all tht pain he had suffered 
in the past. 

There were dclircred from x like infirmity 
Brother B»rlolo of GtibWo, Brother Angelo of 
Todi, Nicolas, a pricit of Siicano, John of Fora, 
z certain citizen of Piaa, and another of Cistcroa, 
Peter of Sicily, ind a man from the town of 
>S]x'llo, hfird hy Assisi, and very many others; allnf 
whose marvellous cures were wrought through ihe 
mercy of Cod, and the nientG of the Blrsxnl 
Francis. 

J, In Ihe M.iremma there wax a wom;«n iirfio 
for thi- spjce of live years had auflrred (VoRl the 
loss of her wiu, and had also lost her sight and 
hisiring ; she wotdd [ear her garnieots with her 
teeth, she had no fear of lire or water, and, to 
crown all, end-ured fiighlfu) sufleriog from the 
failing sickness. Now, on a certain night, — the 
divine mercy being minded to succour her,^— she 
was enlightened from heaven by the beams of a 
healing radiance, and beheld the Dlestcd Fmncis 
seated upon a lofty throne. Falling betore him, 
she implored in suppliant wise to be made whole. 
Aa he did sum at yet grant her prayer, the woman 
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Care of vowed and prontined ibat, sio iuu); no nUv had aught 
Uic to ([ive, she would never refuw alms unto them 
possessed ,(,„ „kcd fat the love of God and of the Saint, 
Then the Saint remembered that Ik had of old 
made a like pact with tlie Lord, and, makinji the 
sign of the Ctast ovei hci, he restored her unui 
perfect health. 

Ir is known Irum inithful narrations that 
FranciH, the fiaint of God, huth in hik mercy wi 
free from a like atflictioo a certain nmiden at 
Norcifl, and the son of a certnin noblemufi, and 
divers others. 

4, Peter of Foligno had on a time Kt forth lo 
visit the thrrne of the Ble«W Michael, but, ns he 
wn« making the pilgrimage with but little rever- 
ence, he WBH aa«ailcd by demons while taating the 
water of a certjiin fountain. For three ycarii 
I henceforward he wan possessed, and his body 
ran in pieces, he uttered most »ilc words, and was 
ghastly to look upon ; howbeit, he had »t tinieit 
intetvali of HUnity, and in one of them he humbly 
hesou^ht the aid of the Biesiiied Francis,— that he 
had heard to be elfectual in putting lo Bight the 
]K.werB of the air,— and weiH untn the tomb iif 
the holy Father. So wion -.la he touched it with 
his hand, he was miraculoiiBly delivered from the 
demons th^t were to cruelly rending hiiu> 

In like manner, the nietcy of Franci* «ic- 
coured a certiiin woman :it Nnrcii tlutt was 
posMsscd of a derilf and m«ny other folk, the ex- 
iremiltes of whose tormentK, and the manner of 
whoK cures, it would take long to relate one by 
one. ' 

;. A man name<l Buonu, a ckizcn of Fano, 
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I who was a paralytic and leper, was Ciirricii by his *"^ of 
I parents unto the church of the BleH«ed Francis, "P*™ 
I and wan made perfectly whuW fioni both discaeM. 
I Moreover, yet anoiher youth, named Alto, of 
San Scverino, who was Iqirous all over, having 
Tirsi made .1 vow, was brought unto the Kitxi\3 of 
the Saint, and by ht8 merits was cleansed from 
the leprosy. The Saint had an pupecial eHicicy 
in curing this lualady, because in hie love of 
hiiiniiity and charity, he had ever Juimbly set him- 
self to do the lepers service. 

6. A. womBQ uf noble birth, named Roguta, in 
the diocete of Sora, hud been fur the space of 
twenly-three years tormented by un ianoe of bluod, 
and hod moreover suffered very many things from 
intiny phyticuns, and right often that woman 
seemed like to die from lier exceeding weaknetiii ; 
yet if ever the issue was checked, hei whole body 
became swollen. Hearing a Ixjy singirg in the 
RumuD speech of the niiracleB that God had 
wrought through the Blessed FrancU, she was 
moved by extceding grief, and brake forth into 
tears, and began thoi;, with enkindled faith, to Esy 
within hcf heart: "O blessed Father Francis, 
thou who shinest in the light of such miracles, if 
thou wilt deign to relmse me from this iniirmity, 
gnat glory will be thine, foe that hitherto thou 
has wrought no miracle 10 compare thereunto." 
Why should r say more? Kven as she spake, 
«hc fcle chat she was delivered, by the merits of 
the Blessed Frwcii. Her son moreover, whose 
name was Mario, and who had a crippled arm, 
wa» healed by Saint Francis, untr> whom he had 
made a vow. The blexsed standard-bearer ol 
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HtalLOg Cbirim nkv mndc whole h woman in Sicily tli.it 
rf « lor ficven vesni had beco tornientnl by an mae of 
'«''»« btood. 

7. In the city of Rome, there was a woniui 
named Prassede, renowned for her piely. At 1 
tender age, she had secluded herself, for lotc of 
her heavenly Bridegroom, in a narrow cell, and 
had now ahiide there for nigh forty yeuru ; nhe 
gained from the Bleisnl F nncia in pgpecial 
fB%-onr. For on a day, when (or dome useful 
jiUfpone fihe hnd climbed on the balcony of hflf 
cell, imiigining that she iVIt herself pu«lied, hIic 
fell, breaking her leg and ajikle, jnd dislocating 
her shoulder. Then (here appeared unto her our 
most merciftj Father, daz-zling white in hia 
glorious apparel, and began to addrcHs her with 
gentle words; "Rine," salth he, "blessed 
daughtef, rifle, be not afeared." And, taking her 
by the hand, he lifted her up, and vanished. 
T hen the turned hither and thither throughout 
her cell, deeming ahe had »een a viaion ; until, m 
her cries, a light was brought, and ihe, feeling 
hernrir mtirrly healed hy the Bcrvanl of Cod, 
I-'nnciD, reliited in order all thingE that hnd bc- 
(illen hcT. 



IX. 0/ them that dii net tii/rve Mt Ftaat, nni 
ff^tfuiltii in rtttrfiiff fi/farJ lie Saitil 

I. In the province of Poitott, in n town calltrd 
.Siino, there wait a prieiit named Reginitld, devoted 
unto till' BletiBed Franeia, whose Feast he had 
notilicd unto hia pariiJiionctx aa one ih^t should be 
observed with all noleniriity. Ncvetthrleas, owe of 
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hi) Hock that knew not the migln of the Sunt, Ctuutite- 

lightly citteemi^d the bchr*t of hin print. He ^MSA ] 

went forth into the cooniry to cbi wood* Kid when ?!^^^ ' 

he had made hiniKrli' leady for work, hnrd i voice 

Vpeaking uoto him thrice on this wi>e : " It it 4 

Feast, it ii not Uwt'ul w work." Howbcit hit 

llavith foolhardincss \ia not to be hridW by the 

tnading of the pnest nor by the uttetunce o( a 

voice from hcaicn, wherefore ihc divine mi;>ht 

forthwith added, for the glwy of the .Saint, 1 

miracle and a chjstiGflQeiit. For it once, — crni 

a» he was holding the forked log in one hand, sod 

lifted the other, holding the iron axr, to ctit ii, — 

the divine might caused either hand to deave unto 

th» it held, GO that be could not &tiiI to looten 

the llngHB tx all, and act «ther (m. .Strickpn 

thereby with exceeding amazement, and knowing 

i»t what t« do, he iiastcncd unto the church, 

while masv ran together from al3 sideii to see thix 

portent. There, pierced to the heart, he humbly 

vowed himself, before the altar, unto the Blessed 

FranciK, »t thi- exhortation of one of the priests 

ihAi were preaent, — for many priests had been 

called together, and had come to keep the Feast. 

Three vows he made, even av he had thrice heard 

ihal voice 1 10 M-it, thai he would obwfve hin 

Feast I that, on hie Feait, he wvuld come unco 

that church wherein he then wa« } and that he 

wniild go in person unto the tomb of dtc Satct. 

Manclioiia indeed to relate, aa he uttered the fim 

vow, one of his fingers was srt free, m he ottered 

the lecond, another, at the third vow, a tlurd 

linger could be unclaNpcd, and thereafter the whole 

hand, and the other hand tu follow, while .iU the 
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tti&t kept folk, that had now gathered in greni number*, 
not hii were ihokI devoutly beseeching the mercy of the 
rMSt SjJ„t_ Thus the man regained the free use ufhia 
handii us atbrc, and ot' his own accord laitl down 
hix imiilcnientft, while all praiued Cod, and the 
man dlouB power of the Saint, who had shewn such 
miracuioua )iowcr to sniitc and to heal. And the im- 
plements hang imto rhis day bcfor* the altar raiKd 
in honour of the BIc»scd Francis on the spot, in 
memory of the evcni. Many other miracles wtre 
wr«ught th<'re and in the neighbourhood, and proved 
Ixjlh that the .'^nitit in exalted in henven, and that hia 
Feaat should be observed on earth with all honour. 

*. In the eityof Mars, moreover, when on the 
Feast of Saint E^ran.cit a certain woman put forth 
her hand uoto her distatf and laid hold on the 
Epindle with her iingefs, — her haada stifTenedt and 
her fingers began to be tomicritud with buming 
heat. Then, lesrning by Buffering, and recog- 
nising the power of the Saint, she was pricked to 
the heart and ran unto the Brethren. While hi« 
devout Kins were imploring the mercy of the holy 
Father on her behalf, she wnn without delay made 
whole, nor were her hands in nny way hurl, lavc 
that there remained only a scar as of ■ bum, in 
memory of the event . 

In like manner, a woman in fjc»Kz Campania, 
and ;inother wom^n in the town of Olnto, snd a 
tbird at Figlio, who h;id thought acorn of obaerv> 
injt the Fea« of the bleascd Father, at the firet, 
when they walked not iijirightly, were miraculouily 
ptiniahedf but afterward, when they repented, were 
yet more miraculoualy tcleaficd, through ibe merits 
of Saint Francis. 
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J. A certain Biildiei of Botgo, in ihc province Judge- 
of Masaa, did most irrevt^rtntly belittlr the works "J^' o" * 
of the Blresed Francis, and the signs of hia raiia- •""•* 
cl«. He heaped itiiiults on the pilgrims that 
Mm* to honour hin meinory, and indulged 10 foal- 
hh chatter againm the Brethren in public. Onc« 
while he was aesiiiling the fame of the Saint rf 
(jdd, he added, over and above Kis sins, thit hate- 
ful blasphemy :" If it be true, (saith he), that this 
Francia a n Saint, let my body fall by the Rwoid 
this very day ; but if he be oot j Saint, let me 
egcape imliuri." The wrath of God tarried not 
in Uiilictiiig n meet punishment upon him, nincc 
already his prayer had become sin. For but a 
short tpace thefealfter, as this bksphetiier was 
insulting hix nephew, the youth took a sword, and 
dyed il in his uncie'a heart'e-blood. Thun on thai 
aanie day this guilty wretch iHd die, — a ilave of 
hell and son of d^rkneiii,—- that all others might 
learn th;it the wondroun worku of Francis are not 
to be belittled by blaspheming words, but honoured 
by devout ptaincs. 

4. A certain judge, named Alexander, who by 
hi» (enomous tongue had withdrawn all those that 
he could from their devotion unto the Blessed 
Francis, was by the sentence of God deprived of 
the use of his tongue, and remained dumb through- 
out BIX years. He, being punished by the same 
mejiiber wherewithal he had sinned, wan recalled 
unto deej) penitence, and grieved that he had railed 
against ilic miracles of the Saini. Accordingly, 
the anger of the merciful Saint did not endure, bill 
he receired him, repentant and humbly invoking 
hia name, into his favour, and reator«l hia apccch 
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and on a ThtncetbrwArd he devoted his once bl^sphcmmg 
bluphe- tongui- unto the praiiieH^ of ihc Saini, receivinji 

■^^ through his chaatiseineni alike ■ devout spirit and 

' ^ a discipline. 



X. 0/ (ertain elhtr rairaiUi if diviri ihJt 

t. In th» town of Gagliano, io the diocn« of 
fiulnionn, there was a certain woman named Mary, 
who had yielded herself in devout service unto 
Chiist Je«uft 3fid unto thr Blessed I'raneis. One 
day in Sui»mcr time she went forth to seek with 
her own hands her necdftJ food. As die be« 
waxed e^iceeding llerce, she began to faini i^r 
burning thiiu.!, and, having no draught wherewith 
to relieve her, forannmch a» she was alone on a 
hare mountainside, she threw herself on the ground 
like one dead, and invoked her patron Saint 
Francis with devout emotion. And while the 
wuniun was peraiating in her mcrving and humble 
praycti Utterly worn ont with toil, thini, and heat, 
fihe fell into 3 brief slumber. And lo ! Hum 
Francis approached, and calling her by name 
said: "Rise, and drink the water ihjit ta prof- 
fered as » gift frotn hc^tven unto thee and unto 
niany," At the sound of these word* the woman 
row from sleep, no little Hcrrngthened, and taking 
» fern thui was near her, «he tore it up from the 
gr<>und by the roots and, scrslching the soil round 
hIkiui with a little twig, she came on a tpriog of 
WHter, which, it nht fimt beheld it, wai; but a little 
trickle, but waxed at once by the divine power 
ioio a fountain. Then the woman drank, and, 
having lated her ihirn, balfaed her eyes, which (or 
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a long tiiue past had been dim through an in- Ccriala 
firmity, but Iroifl that moment she fell them ouMf 
Itccped in new sight. The wonian hastened uaio ™"*"" 
bcr home, aDnouncing unto all this astounding 
miracle wrought untu the honour ol Snicit Francis. 
Many folk, ran together from all sidcn at the 
report of the niiracle, and, taught by experience, 
proved tlie miraculous eiHcacy of that water, for 
many who touched ii, having previously made 
cunfesaion, were released, from divett irouhling 
diseases. That spring has endtired there until 
this day, and it clearly lo be accn, and an oratory 
hath l>een built on the spot in honour of the 
Bleued Francis. 

3. In Spain, at San Facondo, a man bad a 
cherry-tree that had wither«l,and, beyond all hope, 
the Saint miraculuuidy restored it unto Jlouriahing 
life of leaf, bJoesoni, and truit. 

Moreover, the tillers of the land rflund Vilese 
were freed, by his miraculous aid, from a plaguv of 
worms that were devouring ihcii rincyarda eft 
every hand. 

A certain prient at Paleurta had a grunary that 
awiirmed every year with graiii-4cvouring vermia, 
until, having committed it in faith unto Saint 
Francis, it was thoroughly purged. 

And the lord of Pictraniala in Apulia com- 
mitted his land unto htm aa a aupplinnt, and tt wua 
preaerved absolutely free from an hateful plague of 
bcuHs, albeit all the lande that bordered il were 
consumed by the pest nfureeaid. 

3. A certain ittan, named Martin, had l«d bia 
cattle to pasture far from (he town where he 
dwelt, when one of the oxcd hid it* leg to badly 
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"'An tat btokeo by > f^ u that tlieie seemed no use id 
f*dt tKinViog of any rniicdy for il. Being anxious to 
■*"'" strip off the hide, and hanrtg no impkincnt whcrc- 
wiiJi he might do so, he r«uni«l home, entruKCtng 
the care of his ox unto the Blessed Ftincw, and 
committitig it conlideDtly unto the sure pruCcctioii 
of the Sxint, thit it might not be eaten of wolvei 
before hia return. Returning when it woa fi:Uy 
Azy unto the ox that he had Ich in ihr woods, and 
bringing the butcher with hini, he found it feeding, 
and 90 perfectly sound that he tried in vain to 
distinguish the broken lee froio the other. He 
givt thaolcs untA the good shepherd, thit had had 
auch watchful ore for hU beast, and had granted 
it healing. The humble Saint knew how to 
succ<>ur all them that called upon him. nor dis- 
dained any mortal ncedi, hawiocvcr trilling. Por 
when a man of Aniiicrno hod a beast of burden 
stolen from him, lie rcntnred it, And when a. 
woman of Intcrdoco brake, by Cctting It fiill, a 
oew dish mto many pieces, he made it whole 
again. And for a man at Mootolmo, in the 
Marchen, he repaired a ploughshare that had been 
broken in pieces. 

4. In the diocvse of Sabina, there was un aged 
woman, eighty yean old, whose daughter died, 
leaving a babe at the breast. This poor old 
woman was fijil of need, but empty of milk, and 
knew 00 womaji who could give the »tarTing little 
one milk to drink, dro|> by drop, as iti need 
demanded! wherefore the aged mother knew not 
at all where to turn. As the babe waxed weaker, 
and she found hetnelf M a luiu tor any human 
hdp, one ni|[ht ahe turned with her whole heart 
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to ini|ilorc (he aid uf the Blnoed FathcT Francu. A babe 
thedi^g a flood of tears. At once that lov«r of ftUCCOurei 
(he age of innocence siuod by her, aaying : " I 
am Franciot O woman, whom thou hast invoked 
with la many tears. Place (saith he) the babe's 
mouth ai illy breusts, Tot the Loitl will give thee 
milk in abundance." The aged woman obeyed 
the bchesl of the Saint, and 3t once the brcBsCs of 
her that wub eighty years gf ugc poured Ivrth an 
abundance of milk. The ntiraculoua ^ift of tlie 
Saint was seen of all, many, both men and women, 
hustcning to behold it. And since they couJd 
not impeach with their tongue that which their 
eyes had witnessed, they were all stirred up to 
pjoiK Gud io the marveUow mighc and lore- 
worthy goodness of Hia Saim. 

J. At Spoleio, n man and his wife had one only 
tun, whom they bewailed each day ai a reproach 
unto Iheir race. For hiu arms were faiitcned uutu 
his neck, and his knees attached uaio his bicaai, and 
bin lect joined unto hi« biick parte, w th^i he seemed 
more like a monatcr than tike un huiiiun oif'iiprin)>. 
His mother, stricken with icry passiuiiate Korrow 
by icasun uf ihiHi with frequent groaniogs ctied on 
Christ, invokiog the aid of Saint Franctt, thut lie 
would deign to help her in her misery, and 
exposed at the vtx imto such reproach. Accord* 
tngly, on a night whcD by reasoD of thin udneijs 
a saj iituniber had overtaken her, there :tp|>ear«d 
unto her Saim Francie, mothtog her with rltiiIc 
ipccch, and withal bidding her earnr the child 
unto a place baid by that was dedicated unto 
himeclf; there water should be poured on him 
from the well of that place, in the name of ih« 
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Carcora i.ard, and he xhould be made perfectly sound. 
IdvforoMd Uui g|u> ncglcvUd to obey the behest oflhe Saint, 
whcrctbtc he fcpcated the sanic a KrcorMJ time. 
Yf», ■■tpftstriag II third time, he led the wonuD 
and her child untu the gate of the said pt»c«'i him- 
fdr^ing before and guiding ihem. Nlow certoib 
iiobie dames were uniting m die tutd ]>lace, by 
reason of dcvotioH, and when the woman had 
hccdfully told them of her viaioo, they joined her 
in preHcntirg thi? child unto the Brethren, ;ind, 
drawing water ftom the well, the uiost n-obly bom 
of tbccn all bathed the t^hild with her own handi. 
Forthwith the boy was seen to be sound and 
whcilc, with uU his limbs net in their ri^ht pUc«ti, 
and the ovcmhelniing miracle brought UDOicniciit 
on sll. 

6. In the town oC Cori, in the dioce«e of Osiia, 
there wan a man who had so entirdy lost the uM 
of hin leg as that he coutd in nu wixc wdic nor 
move himseli. Being thus set ii> billet strailn, and 
des|uiring of monol aid, he be^an one night, — aa 
if he Kiw the Dles&ed Prancis present in Ixtdtly 
ibmt, — to take up the tale of hi» pbiot* ur this 
wiac : " Succour me, Saint FiBUcia, remembering 
huw I have nerved thee, and the deviition I hive 
paid thee ! For 1 have oartird iliec upon mine 
aaa, I have kieaed thy holy fret amd thy holy 
hands. I haw ever been devoted unto thee, ever 
withcd thee well, and lo, I am dying by the 
extieme agony of this suffering," Stirred by 
these plainu, forthwith the Saiat, mindful of hHi 
bcecfnciur*, and weU')>leaiied by devotion, appeared, 
ti>);eiher with one Dtother, unto the man is he by 
wakeful. He said that he had conw at his call, 
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iod had brought the mcaox of heating. He louched Th« 
th« painful spot with a little stuff, maJt- io ihe *f*^ 
(hape of a T,' and at once the ulcer broke, and "'^ 
he rcndeted the i»an his ucrtcct health. And, — 
what U still more niarvellrms, — he left the sacred 
dij^n T primed on tlie spot where the healed ulcer 
had been, as a reminder of the niiracle. 

7. With this ii&K, Saint Fraocis used to sign 
hiH letters, whensoever by reuson vf his atfcctifm 
he dictated any writing. And lot as the mind 
travetteth over the divers nnracles ol th« glorioufi 
Father Francis, and 19 bewildered by their varied 
story, it is not without the divine leading that it 
hsth arrived at that sign of our Ovation, Tau, 
wherein that gloiioua oun da rd- bearer of the Crosg 
waxed so mighty ; thuH we may learn therefTom 
thai, even aa the Crotm wa» chat which exalted 
hU merits and won him lalvation, whilcas he was 
fighting in Chri»t'« train, m Cucj it is becume that 
whieH cuniifmcth the witness unto his glory, now 
that he is triumphtag with Christ. 

8. This great and niarvelloiis inystery of the 
Croas, — in whose depths the gifte of graces, the 
Dierita of virtues, and the iicasurcB of wifidoni aod 
leunuDg lie mi pfoftiundly veiled that they be 
hidder fioni the wise und prudent of the wurld,' — 
was so fidly revealed unto this babe in Christ as 
that all his life waa naught but a following the 
iootateps of the CrOBH, he sarourcd no sweetness 
lavc thai of the CrOMi he preached naught save 
the glory of the Cross. For verily at the outset 
of his ooRvcrsJon he could say with the Apostle ; 
" God forbid that 1 should glory save in the 

• Tau, CI. p. 41, BW/, 
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Saint CrotR of our Lord Jesus Chfiat." Nor lc«t 
^'S*?* tflyi ** lie made progress in his conversion, 

P uJ ""^^^ ^^ ^"''^ ^'^'^"^ ' " ^ ™'^"y ^^ **''' accord- 
ing to thid role, peace be on them, and mercy." 
Yea, and most truly, in the ending, thereof, he 
could haTc concluded : " I bear in my body the 
roarltK of the Lord Jc8u«." And this too vie are 
fain to hear fToni him day by dxy : '* Brethren, 
the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with yvur 
spirit. Amen." 

g. Thou mayeat, ihcrdore, in fuD aasuranc* 
glory in the glory of the Cross, O glorious stan- 
du/d-bearer of Christ, forasmuch us, beginning 
from the Cross, thuu madesi progress according 
unto the rule of the Croes, and at length an 
codRiinimaiMl In the CrosK, while th:tt, by the wit- 
ness of the Cross, il is known unto :dl the taithful 
how grcni ia thy glory m heaven. And id full 
aHurance let thoite now follow thee who h:iv« 
conic forth out of Egypt, who^ — the sea Ixing 
divided by the staif of Christ's Cross, — shall 
ynsi through the desert intu th« Promised Land, 
the land of the living ; who, crossing the Jurdati 
of our mortality, shall enter thereinto by the mar- 
vellous power of that same Cross. Thither may 
ihftt true Leader and Saviour of His peoiile, 
Christ Jesus Crucified, bring ub, by the inerita of 
His servant Franeiii, unw the praiBC and glory of 
God One and Thrw, Who liveth and reigneth for 
ever and ever. Amen. 

MBRB ENDETH THI NARRATtON OF THB 

MIR.ACLES SHEWN AFIEH THE PASSING 

AWAV OF THE BLESSED FRANCIS. 
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Xtf frimt irmiUuim tf Siint BoniveDturt'i Life of 
Saint Fraacii iai bun medi i^cidlfftr tht Ttmfii ClatiUi 
iy Min E. Guikit Salti*, w4» aJn Irantlaltd tii L^titJ 
^ Saint Frmeii fy tie Tkrit Ctmfmimi fir tit leriit. 
Mill Salter iai aJJid tit mrniiMlia and tit Ntlt wiici 

Septetnbtri tgo^ 

Biorou SraiiT, Lohboh, 
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Saikt Bomavintuxa*! Life or Legend of Si. 
FrsDcls, uaually known as ihe " Legenda Major," 
or " Aur«a Legends," was compoicd between 1 26a 
und 1263, at the tudding of a Chaiitcc-Gcocral of 
the Order. It was intended 10 aujierscdc former 
Livps or Legenda, uid id become the oAicial and 
«i»ndurd biography of the Saint. To ennurc thii, 
another Chapter-General ordered the auppreiiion 
of tlie e^lier Lives, from wbtch, act criheleiit, St. 
Bonaventura had largely drawn in compiling hia 
biography. Many pauages in it ate borrowed, 
sometime) even verbally, from Celuno and the 
"Three Companion!," Si, Bonaventuta skil- 
fully held the balance between the two extreme 
parties in the Order, .ind his leputatiun for 
lanctiiy and learning,— together with his dramatic 
power M i narrator^ — hat rendered his work 
widely known and popular ever since hii own 
day. it gaini x .special intereit from hatinj^ 
served as Giotio'a text fat hit series of fteKOca 
in the Upper Church at Acaisi. 

The preiieni translation 'a made from the text 
published by the Rev. Faihen of the College of 
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HHint Bunaveatura, at QuaraccliJ, in i S9S (torn, viii, 
S. Bonavcnturae Opera Oninia \ also published 
Bepamely). Their text is printed from the codex 
7$~o (of die fburtcenCh century) b the Vatican 
Library, Rome, collated with otherR at Asaisi, 
Florence, La Veinit, and in (he snine Library. 
There arc 9) codices io all ; several, e.g. at 
Assisi, Paris, fiasle, Cumbridgc, aod Ravenna, 
of ihr ttiirtecnlh century, though without exact 
date. 

The " Legends Minor " is a serie& of brief 
extracts from the " Life " for rcadiag in Church, 

In trannlattng the frequent, quotations Irom the 
Bible, the Authorised Version hai been adhered 
to as (at as possible, 

E. G. S. 
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